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Reliance acquires U.S. licence to import
Venezuelan oil

REarT 3 IAguer I 9d T H & forg
MR BT ATSAY fArar

e Reliance Industries has acquired a general
licence from the U.S. to procure Venezuelan oil, sources
privy to the development confirmed to The Hindu.
Reliance Industries 7 U.S. ¥ general licence YTt foar %‘
Reliance Industries has acquired a general dIfds Venezuela T 40 & f|3| GlTﬂ%, Bl faer ﬁ@%ﬂjﬁ

licence from the U.S. to procure Venezuelan oil, 9 The Hindu &1 g@ Cal
sources privy to the development confirmed to e The licence would allow the refiner to procure oil
The Hindu. The licence would allow the refinerto ¢, the South American country being in compliance with
i N relevant laws, the source confirmed
being in compliance with relevant laws, the , 0

‘v'lj[ef E@ﬁ % T8 licence RBIER & relevant laws &

source confirmed. With this, Reliance, which
operates the world’s largest single-site refining T TG'?T §U South American country 339 W ol
SR S

eliance
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Reliance acquires U.S. licence

to import Venezuelan oil

complex at Gujarat’s Jamnagar, would be joining
multiple global refiners to buy Venezuelan oil.

Sﬂa?ﬂm o1, Ry, ST world’s largest single-site refining complex T ATd- Gujarat &

o With this, Reliance, which operates the world’s
largest single-site refining complex at Gujarat's Jamnagar, would be joining multiple global
refiners to buy Venezuelan oil.
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Tissa Vitarana, Sri Lanka’s LSSP leader, dies at 91
focs ]

Meera Srinivasan
COLOMBO

Tissa Vitarana, leader of
Sri Lanka’s leftist Lanka Sa-
ma Samaja Party (LSSP)
and a key figure in the All
Party Representative Com-
mittee (APRC) formed in
2006 to develop a political
solution to the island’s civil
war, died in Colombo early
Friday. He was 91.

Drawn to politics in his
student days, Vitarana stu-
died medicine in Sri Lanka
before moving into re-
search - he obtained a
PhD in virology from the
University of London -
while continuing his party
activities covertly.

After retiring from go-
vernment service and as-
suming party leadership,
he became a steadfast sup-
porter of former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa, helm-

Tissa Vitarana,

e faerTn, did®T &t LssP & Aar, #7191 a9 3t 3y ¥ fAeq

ing the science and tech-
nology portfolios in his Ca-
binet from 2004. In the
following years, the civil
war entered its final, bloo-
dy phase, with the Raja-
paksa administration fac-
ing serious allegations of
human rights violations
against Tamil civilians,
even as the military defeat-
ed the LTTE. Like much of
Sri Lanka’s old left, Vitara-
na believed that asserting
national sovereignty and
resisting imperialism
called for unconditional
support to Mr. Rajapaksa.
All the same, many — in-
cluding in the Tamil polity
- saw the APRC initiative
led by him as a valuable
starting point on power de-
volution to the Tamils. The
Committee included 15
political parties and a pa-
nel of experts, reflecting di-
verse political engagement

Tissa Vitarana

and deliberation on Sri
Lanka’s burning national
question. “Prof. Vitarana
was rather disappointed
that Mahinda Rajapaksa
did not make the Commit-
tee’s full report public,”
said Jayampathy Wickram-
aratne, former LSSP mem-
ber and senior lawyer.
“That was his greatest con-
tribution, the APRC
process.”

M.A. Sumanthiran, gen-
eral secretary of llankai Ta-

mil Arasu Katchi (ITAK), a
party representing Tamils
of the island’s north and
east, concurred, pointing
to Vitarana’s “valiant ef-
forts™ to arrive at political
solution that still eludes
Tamils. The APRC report
had some “excellent fea-
tures” on power sharing,
including doing away with
the concurrent list, the
former Jaffna MP noted.
“When our party was en-
gaged in the process of
drafting a new Constitu-
tion later (2015-19), we
compared it with the pro-
posals that came out in
2000 under President
Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratunga, and found
that the APRC devolved
more power to the pro-
vinces.”

Vitarana was “born into
the LSSP”, Mr. Wickrama-
ratne said, referring to the

Sri Lanka’s LSSP leader, dies at 91

island’s oldest political par-
ty and the region’s best
known Trotskyist forma-
tion. Vitarana’s maternal
uncle N.M. Perera, an icon-
ic left political figure, was
among its founders. The
party was once a formida-
ble left voice representing
working class interests, un-
afraid to take on the United
National Party in power
then.

Vitarana is credited with
launching the “Vidatha
Movement’, an island-wide
initiative supporting small
and medium enterprises
with technology and fi-
nance. During the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, the re-
nowned virologist rebuked
the Gotabaya Rajapaksa
administration’s policy of
mandatory cremation of
victims, refuting its claim
that burials would contam-
inate the water table.

e Tissa Vitarana, leader of Sri Lanka’s leftist Lanka Sama Samaja Party (LSSP) and a key
figure in the All Party Representative Committee (APRC) formed in 2006 to develop a
political solution to the island’s civil war, died in Colombo early Friday. He was 91

e faerTan, e &) amudt depT AT FATSIT T (LSSP) & JdT 3R 2006 H féd 3ife
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Drawn to politics in his student days, Vitarana studied medicine in Sri Lanka before moving
into research — he obtained a PhD in virology from the University of London — while
continuing his party activities covertly

B St H & o B1 3R 31ehitd g faerm = fewr § fafra ot uer &1, 9% s
MY &b & 7 T — I gFaRid oifts de I arRiars # diegst urd & — iR Ay §
T U 3 uref iafafdmr okt

After retiring from government service and assuming party leadership, he became a steadfast
supporter of former President Mahinda Rajapaksa, helming the science and technology
portfolios in his Cabinet from 2004

WHR) Va1 Y agd g1 3R Ul g GHIeR & a1, 98 Id nfger Ieue & T
T §9 1T 3R 2004 ¥ I HRAHSA & fagm ik wenfret favmT duren

In the following years, the civil war entered its final, bloody phase, with the Rajapaksa
administration facing serious allegations of human rights violations against Tamil civilians,
even as the military defeated the LTTE

TP 91 D aul B T8gG UA Sifad SR IaaRford 9Rur § Ugdl, 5iE IoTua) YR W afia
ARTR® & RIeTh AFAIUGR Sead & 1R 3RY T, Fafds ¥4 LTTE &I uRiford fban
Like much of Sri Lanka'’s old left, Vitarana believed that asserting national sovereignty and
resisting imperialism called for unconditional support to Mr. Rajapaksa

#icich] & GRI AUY & B3 I3l Bl e, fICRMT BT AT U1 fob T HUYdT b1 Aol
TR 3R ATHTSIATE BT ARIY A & forg oft o198y 1 o1 =] I\ smaxas g

All the same, many — including in the Tamil polity — saw the APRC initiative led by him as
a valuable starting point on power devolution to the Tamils

i off, e ITeriifa 9 9 Ps anll Gigd S ART A 3 g alell APRC Ugd &I drdal
&1 T & At o igxn & T Heaqul YRS FHed 0

The Committee included 15 political parties and a panel of experts, reflecting diverse
political engagement and deliberation on Sri Lanka’s burning national question

9 IR ¥ 15 Irerifae ga SR ARl &1 e O Snfie o, St it & saad a9 Uy
R fafay oo TgHiTar iR foaR-fam=t & gwiiar ur

“Prof. Vitarana was rather disappointed that Mahinda Rajapaksa did not make the
Committee’s full report public,” said Jayampathy Wickramaratne, former LSSP member and
senior lawyer

7. TIeR™I 39 91 I H1! FRI1 A 9 afger wema) 3 wfifa @ gt Ruid waee =18t &t
At faspaRa, Id LSSP Yaw 3R aRy a@id o Fel

“That was his greatest contribution, the APRC process.”

“Tg! IPT T ST ANTGH T, T APRC Ufehar|”

M.A. Sumanthiran, general secretary of llankai Tamil Arasu Katchi (ITAK), a party
representing Tamils of the island’s north and east, concurred, pointing to Vitarana’s “valiant
efforts” to arrive at political solution that still eludes Tamils

21U &% IW 3R yd & et &1 ufafAfia B9 arat od geids aftid SRY F=ll (ITAK) &
Herfd TH.¢. gHRRA 7 +ff Tgafa ST ok affal & fog o o s e TETy d@
Ug o & foid [aeRMT & “ATgil WAl &t 3R 3RIRT fasa

The APRC report had some “excellent features” on power sharing, including doing away
with the concurrent list, the former Jaffna MP noted

Td ST 990G - $el fb APRC fYuid & I Ie’t R 56 Iy faxivany off, fod
HHG Gl DI T BT o =M o

“When our party was engaged in the process of drafting a new Constitution later (2015-19),
we compared it with the proposals that came out in 2000 under President Chandrika
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, and found that the APRC devolved more power to the
provinces.”

“Jq §HART & &1 H (2015-19) 7T WAUTT & TS Bt Ufchar & 2fiya o1, O g9 S9! gaT
2000 H IR AT SSRATTS FHRG & dod ST UMl 9 H1 IR grl fb APRC = idhi
@ i faa It o1
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political party and the region’s best known Trotskyist formation

ot fasprRe = g1 [ fAeRMAT “LSSP # 8§ =, Sl 1Y 7 e RTINS S 3R &

T Ui glavaptarg) 971s 8

Vitarana was “born into the LSSP”, Mr. Wickramaratne said, referring to the island’s oldest

Vitarana’s maternal uncle N.M. Perera, an iconic left political figure, was among its founders

feRMT & HH TH.UH. TR, ﬁmu%wuﬁf@aﬂﬁ%mc—dﬁ TH JRIUD] H

RUIERR)

take on the United National Party in power then

g gref Bt

THY el # XE] gATge S AR Ul b gl o 4 el st ot

The party was once a formidable left voice representing working class interests, unafraid to
oG ¥ & fgal o1 UfARfia S arefl U uwrasielt gyl sirarst off, st 39

Vitarana is credited with launching the ‘Vidatha Movement’, an island-wide initiative

supporting small and medium enterprises with technology and finance

faerm 3t fagyr

HOH IgHT & TH

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the renowned virologist rebuked the Gotabaya Rajapaksa

= HRA BT I T 911 8, S b1 3R fad & 71w ¥ B 3R

S ITeh U giu-ATdt gga ot

administration’s policy of mandatory cremation of victims, refuting its claim that burials
would contaminate the water table

COVID-19 HETHR} & SR, URig araRiaiiore 3 MeTar™T Isua) TR &t fifgdl &

ATt qTe- TP R Bt IfI B AT BT 3R 3T 1A B WINS o i THTH F Yord TR

o g

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED

| 14 February 2026

1.

Give ‘some acknowledgment’ to Dhrupad singer, SC tells Rahman

UG TS Bl ‘PO AIAT &, GUH HIc A IgUM A HeT

Give ‘some acknowledgment’ to
Dhrupad singer, SC tells Rahman

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court asked
music composer A.R. Rah-
man and the producers of
Tamil film Ponniyin Selvan
IT on Friday to consider giv-
ing “some sort of an ack-
nowledgment” to Dhrupad
singer and Padma Shri
awardee Ustad Faiyaz Wasi-
fuddin Dagar for the musi-
cal composition “Shiva Stu-
ti” used in the song “Veera
Raja Veera” featured in the
Tamil film.

The song composition is
based on “Shiva Stuti” ori-
ginally sung by the Dagar
brothers, Late Ustad N. Fai-
yazuddin Dagar and Late
Ustad Zahiruddin Dagar,
the father and uncle, res-
pectively, of Mr. Wasifud-

A.R. Rahman

din Dagar. Mr. Dagar has ar-
gued that the film credits
and acknowledges that the
song was based on “Dagar-
vani Tradition Dhrupad” -
a broad stylistic approach
to Hindustani Classical
music — but it did not give
any credit to him.

A Bench headed by
Chief Justice Surya Kant
and Justice Joymalya Bag-
chi was hearing a plea by
Mr. Wasifuddin Dagar
against the September
2025 Delhi High Court or-
der, which had held there
was no prima facie evi-
dence of the Junior Dagar
Brothers being the authors
of a classical rendition of
“Shiv Stuti”.

Dagar tradition

“The first performance
does not necessarily mean
authorship. Your case is
more of an inference from
the first performance that it
is authorship. The issue is
whether you were the crea-
tor or got it from the Dagar
tradition and sang it for the
first time,” Justice Bagchi

addressed Mr. Dagar’s
counsel.

The counsel responded
that his client had the
rights to the composition.
“My father and his brother
had created it,” the counsel
submitted.

The court then under-
lined that the Dagarwani

tradition’s  contribution
needed to be
acknowledged.

“See, there should be
some acknowledgement.
They are traditional wor-
shippers of classical music.
He is not in the competitive
domain. They want respect
and recognition,” the top
court addressed Mr. Rah-
man’s counsel, senior ad-
vocate Abhishek Singhvi,
scheduling the case for
hearing on February 20.
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Give ‘some acknowledgment’ to Dhrupad singer, SC tells Rahman

¢S AP B ‘$O ARG &, JHIH HIE A IgHM I Fal

The Supreme Court asked music composer A.R. Rahman and the producers of Tamil ¢ film
Ponniyin Selvan Il on Friday to consider giving “some sort of an acknowledgment” to
Dhrupad singer and Padma Shri awardee Ustad Faiyaz Wasifuddin Dagar for the musical
composition “Shiva Stuti” used in the song “Veera Raja Veera” featured in the Tamil « Im.

T FIE 3 YHaR & FIHR TR, T§HH 3R aftre e AR dera= 1 & Ffarsi
9 Dl fob 9 et e & et Tiid «dRr e IR & ugea iita o= R wgfar & e yug
ﬁmﬁweﬁwﬁﬁmmmmwﬁ PO AT ¢ | faR

|

The song composition is based on “Shiva Stuti” originally sung by the Dagar brothers, Late
Ustad N. Faiyazuddin Dagar and Late Ustad Zahiruddin Dagar, the father and uncle,
respectively, of Mr. Wasifuddin Dagar. Mr. Dagar has argued that the ¢ Im credits and
acknowledges that the song was based on “Dagarvani Tradition Dhrupad” — a broad
stylistic approach to Hindustani Classical music — but it did not give any credit to him.

id &1 91 g0 U ¥ SWR dysif, Wiffa 3wme . hargeH SR sk wWiifa 3w
WIRSE SRR gRT T T R Wfer W 3nenid 8, S HAk: St qIipe SR & fiar ok
a1 A1 8} STR &1 ¢ 1 e Hicy & U8 WP a1 T & ¥ Wi “SHRarf war
yug — g 2R Wi @) U6 e e TRIRT— TR SR 2, AT 3 BIS
g g1 o |

A Bench headed by Chief Justice Surya Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi was hearing a
plea by Mr. Wasifuddin Dagar against the September 2025 Delhi High Court order, which
had held there was no prima facie evidence of the Junior Dagar Brothers being the
authors of a classical rendition of “Shiv Stuti”.

WWW@W@?WWWHM@WW%%W
TNR & I AP R G H 81 6, 5 Rydar 2025 F feeht 3= <amared & oew &
T o, fored @t T T o “Rra Tgfer &t e Ta TRgfd & @ g &1 W EPAT Hig
18T SR SR g & uef o et 3|

Dagar tradition
SR ORI

“The first performance does not necessarily mean authorship. Your case is more of an
inference from the first performance that it is authorship. The issue is whether you were the
creator or got it from the Dagar tradition and sang it for the rest time,” Justice Bagchi
addressed Mr. Dagar’s counsel.

“Ugel TRl BT 312 AR U A d@ded g1 Bl | SHTUHT AT Ugdl Ui I d@edhd Bl
ST Y 81 GeT I8 © o 1 31U IR A 7 31U 3 SR WURT ¥ fordn ok ugeft
IR TN, AR T A o PR & adhid § $ell
The counsel responded that his client had the rights to the composition. “My father and his
brother had created it,” the counsel submitted.

JoId A IR a1 o 3% Yafdwd & U 39 391 & IRIPR g1 TR far ofik 39% Ui 7 39
1 Y1, gabid A U faba|
The court then underlined that the Dagarwani tradition’s contribution needed to be
acknowledged.

YD d1G GIAd A X@ifdhd fbaT fb STRaT0ft tRWRT & TG &1 JI=geT <1 S ATfgy |
“See, there should be some acknowledgement. They are traditional worshippers of
classical music. He is not in the competitive domain. They want respect and
recognition,” the top court addressed Mr. Rahman’s counsel, senior advocate Abhishek
Singhvi, scheduling the case for hearing on February 20.

“2RAT, $© AT=aT Al g 1N | 3 xR wifta & URuRe Iue § | a8 ufeuef & &
TR § 1 3 T 3R UgaE d1ed 5, XY 31eTerd A off TgHH & aoid, IRy sifiaaa sifides
Rigdt I we1, 3R IHe &t FAas 20 BRadt & forg FAefd o
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1. | BJP confident of winning third Rajya Sabha seat from Odisha despite not
having numbers

=T A 811 & q1ae]g NS A Fat Isaq Ut e Sfiaq &1 Ad Hrerar
ST

2. | CJlIs once received 8,630 complaints against judges from 2016 to 2025:
Minister

et e sraterd &1 2016 | 2025 & dta A= & f&enw 8,630 Rremad
el W=t

3. | Delhi HC questions delay in minority panel appointments

IS U o &8 W fewlt He @1 wara

BJP confident of winning third
Rajya Sabha seat from Odisha

despite not having numbers
GS I Polity |

" satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Friday expressed
confidence in winning
three out of four Rajya Sab-
ha seats from the Odisha
quota next month, despite
lacking the strength in the
Assembly to secure the
third seat on its own. S o= : ¥\ 3
In the 147-member Od-  Given the present House strength, the BJP and the BJD can comfortably
isha Legislative Assembly,  ensure election of two and one candidates respectively. FILE PHOTO
the BJP has 79 MLAs, fol-

g Cas

lowed by the Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) with 50, the Congress
with 14, one member from
the CPI(M), and three Inde-
pendents. The BJP current-
ly enjoys the support of all
three Independent MLAs.
A candidate requires the
first-preference votes of 31
MLAs to secure election to
the Rajya Sabha. Given the
present strength in the As-
sembly, the BJP and the BJD
can comfortably ensure the
election of two and one

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

candidates respectively.

Vijay Singh Tomar, BJP
in-charge of Odisha, on Fri-
day told reporters, “We are
confident of sending three
Rajya Sabha members from
Odisha. Our Parliamentary
Committee will take a call
as to who would be the
candidates.”

Odisha has 10 Rajya Sab-
ha members. Currently, se-
ven are from the BJD and
three from the BJP. The te-
nure of BJD MPs Niranjan

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in e

Bishi and Muzibulla Khan,
and BJP MPs Mamata Mo-
hanta and Sujeet Kumar,
will end on April 2.

Congress-BJD meeting
Earlier, Odisha Pradesh
Congress Committee presi-
dent Bhakta Charan Das
said he would meet former
Chief Minister and BJD
chief Naveen Patnaik to dis-
cuss the possibility of joint-
ly sending a “person of emi-
nence” to the Rajya Sabha.
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BJP confident of winning third Rajya Sabha seat from Odisha despite not
having numbers

BT 9 g1 & d1aeg NS A TR IsaaqHT Hie sfia & ad UISTUT Syl

e The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Friday expressed confidence in winning three out of
four Rajya Sabha seats from the Odisha quota next month, despite lacking the strength in
the Assembly to secure the third seat on its own.

YR SI7aT Ut (HTSTUT) A YEHAR 1 AT A SR P T IeaqyT & IR § I dF
i< St BT HRIT STar, Y gl [y 3 S0 g IR dRRT Hie RIET 6 & ST 39
U 51 o

o Inthe 147-member Odisha Legislative Assembly, the BJP has 79 MLAs, followed by the
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) with 50, the Congress with 14, one member from the CPI(M), and
three Independents. The BJP currently enjoys the support of all three Independent MLAs.

147 AT TS faem =T & HTeraT & IR 79 fIuma® &, S9d a1 i ol gd
@) & 50, FEF F 14, ARSMEEH) F1 T T, 3R A e g1 Horar o frasra
T+t i el faemaet &1 suda ura g |

e A candidate requires the « rst-preference votes of 31 MLAs to secure election to the Rajya
Sabha. Given the present strength in the Assembly, the BJP and the BJD can comfortably
ensure the election of two and one candidate respectively.

ISTHHT H T W & o [l Siqar &1 31 faemaet & Uy a¥iaar 7d & Saxadmdr
B g | ey o TiS[eT TReaT 1 ¢/ §U, HISTUT 3R dIStS! S & 3R e SWfigar &I
TG T F AT IR I B

e Vijay Singh Tomar, BJP in-charge of Odisha, on Friday told reporters, “We are condoning
sending of three Rajya Sabha members from Odisha. Our Parliamentary Committee will
take a call as to who would be the candidates.”

fororg Riz AWR, 3SR & yTeaT yuRY, 3 YHaR & Yareamarst ¥ &, ‘g SR I &=
TSTIYT AT 1 Wl BT RN § | TAR HHH Aifa a8 79 Sl fos Safigar &F il

e Odisha has 10 Rajya Sabha members. Currently, seven are from the BJD and three from
the BJP. The tenure of BJD MPs Niranjan Bishi and Muzibulla Khan, and BJP MPs
Mamata Mohanta and Sujeet Kumar, will end on April 2.

¥ U 10 ISTFHT Y& &1 IAE H, TTd Soret I 3R i Hrorar 3 &1 fieret
give e fa=ft ez geftgeat @, qur yTeTaT |ivig #H«r Higdr 3R geild $HR B
HRIBIA 2 A B! JA BT

Congress-BJD meeting

e Earlier, Odisha Pradesh Congress Committee president Bhakta Charan Das said he
would meet former Chief Minister and BJD chief Naveen Patnaik to discuss the possibility of
jointly sending a “person of eminence” to the Rajya Sabha.

ST U, SNTSM U= iR SR & e WardT °aR01 IR - HgT [ 98 gd GoTHa! 8iR
WWW%WWWﬁWWQW“WW’ﬁWﬁ
JHTGT IR gl
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CJI's office received 8,630
complaints against judges
from 2016 to 2025: Minister

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI Court scrutiny
The office of the Chief Jus- Under the judiciary’s in-house mechanism, complaints against

judges are handled internally by the CJI and Chief Justices of the
High Courts, with no public disclosure on outcomes

tice of India (CJI) received
8,630 complaints against
sitting judges in the last de-
cade, Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal informed
the Lok Sabha on Friday.
The information came
in response to a question
raised in the House by Dra-
vida Munnetra Kazhagam
MP V.S. Matheswaran who
had sought the database of

received in last 10 years

2016 | o

2017 | 52

2018 I 717

2015 [ Y
2020 I 15

2021 [ ;36

oyl 1,012
2023 NN o7 7
pyr8 1.170]

complaints regarding cor-
ruption, sexual miscon-
duct, or other serious im-
propriety received against
judges of the High Courts
or the Supreme Court.
Responding to the qu-
ery, Mr. Meghwal submit-
ted that 8,360 complaints
against judges were record-
ed between 2016 and 2025.
As per the data shared
by the Minister, the CJI's of-
fice got 729 complaints
against judges in 2016, fol-
lowed by 682 in 2017, 717 in
2018, and 1,037 in 2019. In
2020 and 2021, such com-
plaints stood at 518 and
686 respectively. In 2022,
1,012 complaints were re-
ceived, followed by 977 in
2023, 1,170 in 2024, and

oy 1,102

1,102 in 2025.

Though Mr. Matheswa-
ran asked if any action had
been taken on the com-
plaints, the Minister did
not address the query.

To another question by
the MP on whether the
Centre was aware of any
system maintained by the
apex court to track com-
plaints related to corrup-
tion, sexual misconduct,
or other serious impro-
priety against judges of the
higher judiciary, the Minis-
ter said that under the ex-
isting “in-house proce-
dure”, the Chief Justice of
India and the Chief Justices
of the High Courts are

authorised to receive and
handle such complaints.

The Minister further
noted that complaints sub-
mitted through the Cen-
tralised Public Grievance
Redress and Monitoring
System (CPGRAMS) or oth-
er channels are forwarded
to the CJI or the respective
High Court Chief Justices.

The MP also enquired if
the government intended
to introduce guidelines to
ensure proper documenta-
tion, monitoring, and ac-
countability in dealing
with complaints against
members of the higher jud-
iciary. However, the Minis-
ter did not address it.

CJls once received 8,630 complaints against judges from 2016 to 2025:

Minister

%ﬁmﬁmﬁuﬁ 2016 ¥ 2025 & a9 A= & f&amw 8,630 Rremad fire:

The office of the Chief Justice of India (CJI) received 8,630 complaints against sitting
judges in the last decade, Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal informed the Lok Sabha on
Friday.
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The information came in response to a question raised in the House by Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam MP V.S. Matheswaran who had sought the database of complaints regarding
corruption, sexual misconduct, or other serious impropriety received against judges of
the High Courts or the Supreme Court.

I8 TFPRI Had H &fas TAF $$TH & Fivig d1.TH. ATYRA GRG0 T U & SR H offg,
e PR, N AR, T1 37 TR BemR ¥ Yefid Rl o1 Seey 3w =amaraat
g7 GUtH B¢ o =i & Ryars g 1
Responding to the query, Mr. Meghwal submitted that 8,360 complaints against judges were
recorded between 2016 and 2025.

U9 &1 IR od gu o Auard 2 Fel [& 2016 | 2025 & sig ARIARN & I 8,360 Rrawrad
Gol B TR |
As per the data shared by the Minister, the CJI’s once got 729 complaints against judges in
2016, followed by 682 in 2017, 717 in 2018, and 1,037 in 2019.
ﬁmm%@m&m@%&aﬁﬁ ;ﬂﬁan%mmaﬁzoleﬁ 729 fRromad, 39 9.
2017 W 682, 2018 | 717, 3R 2019 H 1,037 Rrawmad e |
In 2020 and 2021, such complaints stood at 518 and 686 respectively.

2020 3R 2021 T U RIwrrdl &1 WA HHRE: 518 3R 686 I3
In 2022, 1,012 complaints were received, followed by 977 in 2023, 1,170 in 2024, and 1,102
in 2025.

2022 1,012 fRrerad T €%, 39 a1 2023 ® 977, 2024 ® 1,170, 3R 2025 § 1,102
Though Mr. Matheswaran asked if any action had been taken on the complaints, the Minister
did not address the query.
gTaifer ot ATdYRA 3yt fob o1 3 Il )R H1s HRATs &1 TS 7, Afds Tl 3 39 U &1
IR et fear|
To another question by the MP on whether the Centre was aware of any system maintained
by the apex court to track complaints related to corruption, sexual misconduct, or other
serious impropriety against judges of the higher judiciary, the Minister said that under the
existing “in-house procedure”, the Chief Justice of India and the Chief Justices of the
High Courts are authorised to receive and handle such complaints.

TG GRI UH 3 Uy H U1 T/ fob 1 g D! Y GTad RT3 <ATAUTIehT & Arnei=i
& RIeTh YPFR, W GRER, 7 37 TR FemR I J6id Riemd! & b H i fhet
JUTTeRt &1 TSR 8, forg W w3 w81 f Moier “39-819% Ufshar & dgd g&r =arardi=r
YR 3R S qrTedl & gReT grareh= 3t R e B 3R fuem & forg eifipd 81
The Minister further noted that complaints submitted through the Centralised Public
Grievance Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS) or other channels are forwarded
to the CJI or the respective High Court Chief Justices.

= 7 o gar i Fftepd die Rrerad fRarur ik R yomrelt Ridrma) o s
A1l ¥ U Rrerd doteig a1 Yeiid Sw =ararerdl & g7 arandiRn & 99 & o §
The MP also enquired if the government intended to introduce guidelines to ensure proper
documentation, monitoring, and accountability in dealing with complaints against
members of the higher judiciary. However, the Minister did not address it.

TG A 8 Yl Y81 foh 1 IRPR I ATAUITADT o Gl & R Ridbrdi ¥ FHue- o
Gﬁamﬁvﬂw RN, 3R wraTaed! YR A & forg femnferdsr am &1 Rier Wt
| BTelifp, WAl 1 SH R BI3 IR gl 1|
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Delhi HC questions delay in
minority panel appointments

The Delhi High Court on Friday said the
vacancies for the posts of chairperson and
members in the National Commission for
Minority Educational Institutions cannot be left
unfilled since 2023. A Bench of Chief Justice D. K.
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karia said the
Centre’s stand that the court has no power to
direct such appointments since there is no

timeline for it in the law is “highly misconceived”

and “contrary to the legislative mandate” in the
National Commission for Minority Educational
Institutions Act. The Bench asked the Ministry of
Education to submit an affidavit detailing the
steps taken by it to fill the vacancies. The court
posted the case for hearing on May 4.

Delhi HC questions delay in minority
panel appomtments

RSP Ud Fgfaal d 3w
faeelt He &1 FaTa

e The Delhi High Court on Friday said the
vacancies for the posts of chairperson and
members in the National Commission for
Minority Educational Institutions cannot be left
unfilled from 2023.
feett S= grared 3 YhaR 31 wel fe
RIS QAfeP TR TIRT T Sremed
Tl & Uel Bt Rigaal 2023 J @iell Te] |re! off
Habeil |

e A Bench of Chief Justice D. K.
Upadhyaya and Justice Tejas Karia said the

Centre’s stand that the court has no power to direct such appointments since there is no

timeline for it in the law is “highly misconceived” and “contrary to the legislative mandate”

in the National Commission for Minority Educational Institutions Act.

ey <R St &, Iureary 3R <urayfd dur STiar Bt s A Fel o g BT g vE &
BT T IR 9 81 & HRUT 3feTerd b ! fgfaaal o1 e 37 &t s wfad 61 €, g8
RE TAd YRV © 3R AP SeTdeIs e W= SmanT sif¥ifraw & ffed furdt

e & faudia g1

e The Bench asked the Ministry of Education to submit an affidavit detailing the steps taken

by it to fill the vacancies.

tie 3 e v I Fe1 for a8 fefaaal @1 wRA & 1T 331U U Hed! &1 faaror <d g is

FABHTHT GIRId DR |

e The court posted the case for hearing on May 4.

ST = A Bt YIS & foTT 4 A B ARG T B
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Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagelo



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

VB-G RAM G: when
a policy shift meets
rural realities

_ While lhc Centre maintains that VB-G RAM G is an improved version of MGNREGA, criti

ay it dilutes lhc

may not be familiar with the technical details of the new Act, but their concern is straightforward: they

want assured and adequate work so that the scheme genuinely serves its purpose of livelihood security,

finds out I Sujatha Varma

andarugude: lage in Bapulapadu
mandal of Krishna district sits at a dis-
tance from the restless churn of urban

Andhra Pradesh. Its narrow mud
roads are worn out by years of use and are
flanked by drains carrying sewage and spewing
out a stench that hangs heavily in the humid air.

Elderly and middle-aged women in crumpled
cotton saris walk along the lanes separating
small, low-roofed houses in uneven rows, their
talk punctuating the hum of rural living. Except
for the occasional growl of two-wheelers, there is
little to signal that the world beyond the village is
changing rapidly.

It is on these quiet lanes that the debate over
the future of rural employment has begun to
echo. Sixty-year-old Barre Jayamma stands at the
end of a street speaking animatedly with a group
of women. “What good is the new scheme when
we are unable to utilise the full benefits of the ex-
isting one?” she asks, referring to the Union go-
vernment’s decision to replace the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA) with the Viksit Bharat-Guaran-
tee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) or
VB-G RAM G.

A lifeline for many

Jayamma and most women around her are unfa-
miliar with the finer points of the new Act. Their
understanding comes from what local officials
have told them, that the guaranteed number of
workdays has been increased from 100 to 125 and
that payment delays are being addressed.

For them, the question is not about legislative
nuance but about work. MGNREGA's mandate
was simple and legally enforceable — at least 100
days of wage employment in a financial year to
every rural household the adult members of
which were willing to do unskilled manual work.
But in practice, the experience varied widely.

Fifty-year-old Medabalimi Dhanalakshmi voic-
es her frustration. “My cousins in villages like
Chavatipalli in Nellore district, Adavinekkalam in
Eluru district and even in neighbouring Ampapu-
ram get 100 days of paid employment every year.
1 have to fight with local officials to find work
even for two weeks,” she says. Her neighbour,
Chintalapudi Aluvelamma (58), got 28 days of
work last financial year. “1 am healthy and willing
towork, but there is no work around this village,”
she laments.

Bandarugudem’s problem is structural. It is
one of the smaller gram panchayats in the man-
dal and lacks the kind of community assets that
can generate sustained employment under the
scheme. The village tank, once a steady source of
work through desilting and bund strengthening,
has been leased out for fish farming. That deci-
sion has effectively closed off a crucial avenue of

My cousins in
villages
Chavatipalli in
Nellore district,
Adavinekkalam
in Eluru district
and evenin
neighbouring
Ampapuram
et 100 days of
paid
employment
every year.l
have to fight
with local
officials to find
work even for
two weeks

MEDABALIMI

DHANALAKSHMI

isbcard bolderat
rugudem village

wage labour, particularly during lean agricultu-
ral seasons. Merugu Rajaratnam (53) sums up the
prevailing mood: “The tank which provided us
some work is gone now. Most of us need work,
but there is not much around.” Peeka
Adamma (40) says they had raised the issue in
gram sabhas, but to no avail.

Field assistant Chelli Prasanna says that distri-
buting limited works among 20 groups of 50
members each is a challenge. In the previous fis-
cal year, villagers here could only access 30 days
of work.

Differences in implementation
The contrast with neighbouring Ampapuram is
stark. The roads there are wider and paved, and
houses are mostly pucca and arranged in neat
rows. The village presents an air of relative pros-
perity. Ganduboyina Venkateswara Rao (65)
tends to four buffaloes in a shed constructed un-
der MGNREG scheme.

Inside, hay stacks lean against mud-plastered
walls, some neatly tied, others scattered across
the damp floor. The structure represents an as-
set, a tangible outcome of the programme’s em-
phasis on individual beneficiary works.

“The scheme allows for individual asset crea-
tion, including livestock sheds,” explains field as-
sistant Lalitha. Such works must be included in
the labour budget and annual action plan ap-

Ampapuram has 280 job cards divided inio se-
ven groups, each with 40-50 members. Benefici-
aries have reportedly completed 70-80% of their
allotted workdays in the current financial year.
Across the 27 villages of Bapulapadu mandal,
9,818 households received work under MGNRE-
GA this year, with ¥10.44 crore spent on wages,
says Additional Programme Officer for Bapulapa-
du mandal S. Ashok Kumar. He says there are no
pending payments.

At the district level, N.V. Shiva Prasad Yadav,
Project Director of the Krishna District Water

Management

Agency (DWMA),
outlines the scale
The government should
review the impact of the

of  implementa-
tion. In 2024-25,
\M RAM G Acton

139739 house-
holds were provid-
ed employment,

ent security
an.d hold broad 7*8?1:6 I..akhzl?;f-
i son-days; in 2025-
consultations, including 2 (il date,

an Assembly debate. 5,490.37 lakh per.

Based on these son-days  have
discussions, it should been  generated.
urge the Centre to retain -~ Women accounted
MGNRE statutory for 2,956.87 lakh
employment guarantee Pﬂ'w';f:ﬂ)'!- ‘l\'?d
expenditure sto
A A & at AU5406.78 lakh

proved by the gram sabha.

For Rao, the shed has been ive. “It
is more useful than I imagined,” he says, rear-
ranging bundles of hay.

Similarly, Chilakanti Jyothi (34) opted for oil
palm cultivation under the scheme and receives
monthly maintenance support during the al
growth years. The programme covers pit dig-
ging, planting and irrigation structures and also
provides for maintenance to ensure sapling
survival.

India and material cost

at 8,622.18 lakh,
with an average wage of $280.54. Over 3,900 fa-
milies completed 100 days of work this year, he
says, adding that plantation activities have co-
vered hundreds of acres and kilometres of ave-
nue and canal stretches.

It is evident that in parts of Krishna district,
MGNREGA has functioned as intended, generat-
ing employment and creating assets. Yet dispari-
ties between villages such as Bandarugudem and
Ampapuram illustrate the unevenness of
implementation.

Smaller panchayats with limited common land
face inherent constraints. Officials attempt to
bridge the gap by encouraging individual works
such as private ponds for water storage. “But ma-
ny small farmers are reluctant to part with scarce
land,” says Ashok Kumar.

It is against this backdrop that the Union go-
vernment’s move to replace MGNREGA with
VB-G RAM G has sparked controversy. Opposi-
tion parties and civil society groups argue that
the change represents not merely a redesign but
astructural shift.

They contend that MGNREGA's defining fea-
ture was its statutory guarantee, the legal right to
demand work. Critics fear that VB-G RAM G

VB-G RAM G: when a policy shift meets rural realities

VB-G RAM G: oI FIfavrd sgara arHivr areafasarsit A e rdr @

could transform rural employment from a de-
mand-driven entitlement into an administrative-
ly managed scheme shaped by budget alloca-
tions, notifications and technological controls.

The Congress has sharply criticised the
change. Sonia Gandhi, Chairperson of the Con-
gress Parliamentary Party, described it as an as-
sault on farmers and rural workers. Congress
Andhra Pradesh president Y.S. Sharmila has un-
dertaken a protest yatra from Bandlapalli in
Anantapur district, where MGNREG scheme was
hrs(launched in 2006, underscoring its historical
significanc

B:mdlapa]ll itself offers evidence of MGNRE-
GA's transformative potential. Water harvesting
ponds, percolation tanks and trenches have im-
proved groundwater levels. Cement concrete
roads built under the programme have enhanced
connectivity. Cheemala Peddakka, who received

the first job card two decades ago, continues to _
k.

work.

“The money helps me take care of my needs,”
she says. For her, the scheme's name is less im-
portant than its ability to sustain farm labourers.
“It would be painful to see any dilution of the em-
ployment generation programme that has helped
so many families improve their financial condi-
tion,” she says.

Potential impact of new scheme on A.P.
LibTech India, a research and advocacy organisa-
tion focused on transparency and social protec-
tion, has examined the implications of the new
Act. Its report on the impact of VG-B RAM G on
A.P. argues that even under MGNREGA, employ-
ment averaged 51.6 days per household in the
State in 2024-25, with only 11% completing 100
days, suggesting fiscal and administrative ration-
ing despite statutory guarantees.

VB-G RAM G, it warns, removes the explicit
right to demand work and allows selective imple-
mentation in notified areas, potentially excluding
vulnerable communities like Adivasis. The report
also highlights fiscal concerns. Given existing lia-
bilities, the State may struggle to maintain em-
ployment levels without rationing, it says.

The fears are not unfounded. Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, in his recent meeting with
the Union Home Minister Amit Shah, discussed
the financial provisions of VB-G RAM G scheme.
Stating that the revised 60:40 Centre-State fund-
ing ratio had put a financial burden on the State
and could adversely impact the implementation,
he requested alternative financial support.

“The State government should urgently review
the impact of the VB-G RAM G Act on employ-
ment security and hold broad consultations, in-
cluding a Assembly debate. Based on these dis-
cussions, the State should urge the Centre ro
retain MGNREGA's statutory employment gua-
rantee,” says Chakradhar Buddha, senior re-
searcher with LibTech India.

For villagers like Jayamma, these policy de-
bates are distant abstractions. Their reality is
measured in days of work secured or denied. The
divergence between villages shows that imple-
mentation capacity, asset availability and admi-
nistrative priorities shape outcomes as much as
legislation does. MGNREGA has built ponds,
sheds and roads, it has raised groundwater levels
and provided income support. But it has also re-
vealed gaps in planning and resource allocation.

The transition to VB-G RAM G raises funda-
mental questions: will the new framework
strengthen delivery or weaken entitlements? Can
it address disparities between villages like Banda-
rugudem and Ampapuram? And will it preserve
the core principle that rural households should
have assured access to wage employment in
times of need?

As Andhra Pradesh navigates this shift, the
answer may lie less in rhetoric and more in ensur-
ing that the scheme, whatever its name be, re-
mains responsive to the realities of rural workers.
For the women standing at the edge of Bandaru-
gudem’s dusty lanes, employment is a matter of
survival, dignity and the promise that the State
will stand by its poorest citizens.

¢ While the Centre maintains that VB-G RAM G is an improved version of MGNREGA, critics
say it dilutes the legal right to employment guaranteed under the earlier law.
& &% T8 ST 3G § & VB-G RAM G, MGNREGA &1 39d IVl &, ST o1
HE1 8 o I8 U8d & B & dgd T JATNIR & BT ARBR B HHAR BT ¢ |

e The primary stakeholders, the job card holders, may not be familiar with the technical details
of the new Act, but their concern is straightforward: they want assured and adequate work
so that the scheme genuinely serves its purpose of livelihood security, finds out P. Sujatha
Varma

T [equUR®, Il SITg BTs YRS, U AT & oot [qavull 3 uRfad = o g, afe
Gﬂaﬁmﬁ%ﬁ% 3 gfif¥a iR vt S0 I18d € aifds aiomT arRad § SHawT JREm & s
IR B! RTHR UP, T8 Udl I & WY, gorrar qat

e Bandarugudem village in Bapulapadu mandal of Krishna district sits at a distance from the
restless churn of urban Andhra Pradesh.
PN ¥1e & TIYATUTG HSd BT SSRISH Tid <! 38 T Bt S gorad I g RUd B

e |ts narrow mud roads are worn out by years of use and are flanked by drains carrying sewage
and spewing out a stench that hangs heavily in the humid air.
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Elderly and middle-aged women in crumpled cotton saris walk along the lanes separating
small, low-roofed houses in uneven rows, their talk punctuating the hum of rural living.

I 9R 31ilE 3T F AR, Rige) g4 Tl WA §, D12 3R 1<t B aet G HR) A
S TRI I 3(eRT A el TR H Tl 8, It sraid Ao Shiad Bl 1 Bl dredt e B
Except for the occasional growl of two-wheelers, there is little to signal that the world beyond
the village is changing rapidly.

FH-HUR SIS aTe-l Bt AT B! BIS ¢ @l 7d & §T8R B g1 P doit I IGa- &1 9gd
HY Mohd Haar g

It is on these quiet lanes that the debate over the future of rural employment has begun to
echo.

1 i TIferdl H ARIOT AR & UfAST B AR 969 BT ol GTS o ol gl
Sixty-year-old Barre Jayamma stands at the end of a street speaking animatedly with a
group of women.

13 aifa S ST e & R R Afgarsl & Uh THg ¥ SeYde aId SRl @el ¢ |

“What good is the new scheme when we are unable to utilise the full benefits of the existing
one?” she asks, referring to the Union government’s decision to replace the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) with the Viksit Bharat—
Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) or VB-G RAM G.

TS TISHT BT &1 TTIET, Sfd gH HIjaT AsiT & X ATH & 21 31 U138 87" 98 U@d! 8, T8
aﬁﬁ@%%wﬁmm%ﬂﬂ@umﬁwmaﬁﬁmwemmwﬁ
mm%a-mwﬁwwanﬁﬁﬁmmmmvse RAM G ¥ §ga &1
. |

A lifeline for many

3 A & g stta=van

Jayamma and most women around her are unfamiliar with the finer points of the new Act.
ST 3R Ik SRIUNT & S1fAesiwr Afgans 74 siffan & gex fagstt J uRkfad T& 81

Their understanding comes from what local officials have told them, that the guaranteed
number of workdays has been increased from 100 to 125 and that payment delays are being
addressed.

I qHF WM wREl gRT 918 718 &1dl § 31t € for ghifda srdfeadl &t ¥ 100/
FETHY 125 BRI T3 § IR YA A S8 & JHw o1 Ferem o @17 |

For them, the question is not about legislative nuance but about work.

3 fore warer faurdt sriifasal &1 =1, afes s o1 7

MGNREGA'’s mandate was simple and legally enforceable — at least 100 days of wage
employment in a financial year to every rural household the adult members of which were
willing to do unskilled manual work.

MGNREGA &1 3SR TRA 3R B T4 I AN B IRG AT — B 39 JH0 URAR &1, fordds
T UGHT SHRIA 9H XA B TR 7, Wﬁ?ﬁumfﬁmﬁwmoﬁqmm@ﬁww
But in practice, the experience varied widely.

Wb HIGR | Y g 3fHT-31eHT IgT|
Fifty-year-old Medabalimi Dhanalakshmi voices her frustration.

Tag oy Agraferdt eqaedt st fARme ogad =t |1

“My cousins in villages like Chavatipalli in Nellore district, Adavinekkalam in Eluru
district and even in neighbouring Ampapuram get 100 days of paid employment every year.
I have to fight with local officials to find work even for two weeks,” she says.

TR TR HIS-a8 AeeR fora & Farfeucdt, Tgs ra & sreifaaran ok TSkl srumqRy
SR TGt H 8 WTE 100 &7 ST YA a1 19 UTd & | g9 & 8% &1 B U & e of =i
3Tl @ ofe Usdl 8, 98 Bl 8

Her neighbour, Chintalapudi Aluvelamma (58), got 28 days of work last financial year.

3H! TSN Fiqargst Srgaaw T (58) &1 s d faiia auf # 28 &1 &1 & firam
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“lam healtr%snd willing to work, but there is no work around this village,” she laments.
T § 3R T B B AR E, Al 39 B 0T SIE B Te1 2,7 I8 Shar et
gl
e Bandarugudem’s problem is structural.

FERISH & T TATHS ¢ |

e Itis one of the smaller gram panchayats in the mandal and lacks the kind of community
assets that can generate sustained employment under the scheme.

g Hsd B BIct T Targal § 9 T g 3R 399 T Jrielide IRIuRm & St g St Ao
& T FAd IR YT R T |

e The village tank, once a steady source of work through desilting and bund strengthening, has
been leased out for fish farming.

Ta 1 dred, o Bt e R SR Siy Ao & JRd R S &1 9id T, 36 Aol
qTeq & forg ug W S fear mr g1

e That decision has effectively closed off a crucial avenue of wage labour, particularly during
lean agricultural seasons.

g?ﬁﬁﬁﬁww%ﬁ%mﬁvﬁwﬁm@m%wmﬁaﬁmuﬂww
|

(qﬂé@s@uwﬁgaﬂ :, 3R &Y 3rgaTe wfgd TRT <@ o gadT ¢ | At oicdd
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Firare s § figTdt 3t Ui Sfa
2. | India believed that Panchsheel pact settled border with China, says CDS

YR B RYRT o1 6 Yeaehe ueia @ 99 & a1y 9 &1 FRuerT 8 ma @

3. | ‘Hasina’s presence in India, Ganga waters treaty to be key priorities for
BNP govt.’

gg}mﬁwﬁmaﬁﬁwﬁ,ﬁnw#ﬁrmwaﬁmmuﬁwﬁ

4. | 1AF, Royal Thai Air Force hold air combat training exercise
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BNP secures landslide victory in Bangladesh

Transfer of power to new govt. led by Tarique
Rahman likely by February 17 or 18, say officials

Kallol Bhattacherjee
DHAKA

he Bangladesh Na-
T tionalist Party, led
by chairman Ta-

rique Rahman, is set to re-
turn to power in Dhaka af-
ter two decades, following
a landslide victory in the
February 12 parliamentary
election, winning an abso-
lute majority of seats, ac-
cording to the Election
Commission of
Bangladesh.

The BNP-led alliance
has secured 212 seats, giv-
ing it a two-thirds majority
in the Jatiyo Sansad. The 11-
party alliance led by the Ja-
maat-e-Islami has won 77
seats, while independent
candidates won eight
seats.

Mr. Rahman has started
receiving congratulatory
messages from world lead-
ers, including from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
who spoke to him by
phone on Friday evening.

BNP secures landslide victory in Bangladesh

“I convey my warm con-
gratulations to Mr. Tarique
Rahman. This victory
shows the trust of the peo-
ple in your leadership. In-
dia will continue to stand
in support of a democratic,
progressive and inclusive
Bangladesh. I look forward
to working with you to
strengthen our multifacet-
ed relations and advance
our common development
goals,” Mr. Modi said.

While the process of
transfer of power from the
interim government led by
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus will be clearer after
a gazette notification by
the Bangladesh Election
Commission, the interim
government has indicated
that it is set to hand over
the reins to the newly
elected government by Fe-
bruary 17 or 18.

Bangladeshi voters have
endorsed sweeping demo-
cratic reforms in a national
referendum, the Election
Commission said. Accord-

60.2% of voters backed democratic reforms in a
national referendum, says Election Commission

Big win: Bangladesh Nationalist Party chairman Tarique Rahman
greets his supporters in Dhaka on Friday. AFp

ing to the commission,
60.2% of voters backed the
reform package.

The BNP spent the day
in internal consultations as
the top winners and the
members of the party’s
standing committee, in-
cluding Mirza Fakhrul Is-
lam Alamgir, Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury, Mir-
za Abbas, Salauddin
Ahmed and Gayeshwar
Chandra Roy, met Chair-

FRATCT A gt &t YR Sia

e Transfer of power to new gowvt. led by Tarique Rahman likely by February 17 or 18, say
o cials
AT TG & AJd aTel 18 IRBR D! Tl AR 17 T 18 BIAR 0 g B FHTST,
ARG Hed §

o 60.2% of voters backed democratic reforms in a national referendum, says Election
Commission
TSI SITHT GUB H 60.2% AQIIsi A wepdiAe URT o1 FHY fbar, g1d SR A el

e Modi congratulates Rahman on win, says India will continue to stand in support of
Bangladesh

I} 3 Sid R YU S FUTR &1, H8T R TSR & 90U H WST e

e The Bangladesh Nationalist Party, led by chairman Tarique Rahman, is set to return to
power in Dhaka after two decades, following a landslide victory in the February 12
parliamentary election, winning an absolute majority of seats, according to the Election
Commission of Bangladesh.

e ATND TGH & A

man Rahman in the Gul-
shan neighbourhood of
Dhaka.

“‘No victory parade’
Mr. Rahman, the Prime Mi-
nister-designate, issued an
internal order saying the
party should avoid taking
out a victory parade and
join his colleagues for Fri-
day prayers at the Gulshan
Navi Jame Mosque.

Mr. Alamgir told the me-

Hasina’s exile in
India among new
govt.s priorities

DHAKA

Stopping “border killings”,
starting talks for Ganga waters
treaty renewal and the issue of
ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina’s presence on Indian
soil are some of the priority
areas for Bangladesh’s new
government, sources in the
BNP said on Friday. » PAGE 4

Women, minority
representation at
a two-decade low

DHAKA

The 13th national polls have
recorded the lowest
representation of women and
minorities in over two decades.
Only seven women have been
directly elected to Parliament,
while from religious and ethnic
minorities, just four candidates
have been elected. » PAGE 14

dia that the BNP would
take all sides along as it
prepares  to  govern
Bangladesh.

U.S. Secretary of State
Marco Rubio and the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry con-
gratulated the BNP.

Nepal’s interim govern-
ment’s Prime Minister
Sushila Karki and Maldives
President Mohamed Muiz-
zu also congratulated Mr.
Rahman.

West Bengal Chief Minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee also
extended her wishes.

“For this great victory,
my congratulations to my
Tarique bhai, his party and
all the parties. Pray you all
will be well and happy,”
she said.

Transfer of power

“Law Adviser Asif Nazrul
and legal luminaries are
carrying out a consultation

Modi congratulates Rahman on win, says India
will continue to stand in support of Bangladesh

and by Saturday we will get
to know when the oath-tak-
ing ceremony for the mem-
bers of Parliament and the
government will be com-
pleted,” Mr. Yunus’s press
advisor Shafiqul Alam told
The Hindu.

Bangladesh’s 2024 mass
uprising, which led to the
overthrow of the previous
Sheikh Hasina govern-
ment, also led to the disso-
lution of the Parliament,
with most members of the
ruling party fleeing the
country.

Given the circumstances
surrounding the dissolu-
tion of the Parliament in
2024, the interim govern-
ment will do a foolproof
job so that the oath-taking
will be a legally solid pro-
cess, The Hindu was told.

EDITORIAL

» PAGE 6

GROUND ZERO

» PAGE 7

RELATED REPORTS ON
» PAGES 4 & 14

Tt FIATSRT ARHTORE UTe] <l SRIh| aIg eTdhT § Tl H e off

I 7, 12 WREs! & TS gAd § UK Sfid & a1e, dieh &1 quf agad g1 dd gu, TiemesT
AT TN & TR |
o The BNP-led alliance has secured 212 seats, giving it a two-thirds majority in the Jatiyo
Sansad. The 11-party alliance led by the Jamaat-e-Islami has won 77 seats, while
independent candidates won eight seats.
el Aqe ara TeEY 7 212 W giya Bl €, B S wrdia Wue ¥ -faers sgHa
T%mmﬁ%ﬁwaﬁ 11-GAT MY = 77 ¥ Sl S waad SWHigar|
316 I

e Mr. Rahman has started receiving congratulatory messages from world leaders, including
from Prime Minister Narendra Modi who spoke to him by phone on Friday evening.

St TEAE B fay arefl T IuTS T AT = 1 TS, o wure w=ft ¥ |idh of =i €,
S5+ 374 YhaR XM BIH R §1d &1

o ‘| convey my warm congratulations to Mr. Tarique Rahman. This victory shows the trust of
the people in your leadership. India will continue to stand in support of a democratic,
progressive and inclusive Bangladesh. | look forward to working with you to strengthen our
multifaceted relations and advance our common development goals,” Mr. Modi said.

¥ oft aTi¥e IguTH ! B TeTS a1 g1 T8 Sid 3 Aged H AT & YRy B STl 1
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YR U ArbdiiAd, TfaRiie iR Tarasht aianesr & wud= & @1 § $ud 9y
AR gAR agSmandt Wael o Aogd S 3R AR AT IS d&dl & 3 de™ & fou
BT B DI ITIE PRl g,” o Wi 7 HgT|

While the process of transfer of power from the interim government led by Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus will be clearer after a gazette notification by the Bangladesh Election
Commission, the interim government has indicated that it is set to hand over the reins to the
newly elected government by February 17 or 18.
Wg@mwwqav%ﬁaamﬂ AR TRHR F Tl gL B Ul
AT R FATT STANT D IASTUF notie cation P &G WP BT, AT WHR A Tobd a1 § for
98 17 9T 18 BRAH % Aa-FaiId WRBR P! Tl Yo & T AR 5

Bangladeshi voters have endorsed sweeping democratic reforms in a national referendum,
the Election Commission said. According to the commission, 60.2% of voters backed the
reform package.

g1 A g1 fos SATCR Aderarsi 7 B SHHd W8 § A0S ArddiiA® GuiRi &
T a1 21 3TN & 3R, 60.2% A3 = YR Fobs b1 el fapa|

The BNP spent the day in internal consultations as the top winners and the members of the
party’s standing committee, including Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury, Mirza Abbas, Salauddin Ahmed and Gayeshwar Chandra Roy,
met Chairman Rahman in the Gulshan neighbourhood of Dhaka.

dd A fo 1R sifaRe =l § fodrr Faifes =i fasrar ok uref ot it |fifa & dew,
3R TAYR =% I M &, 7 STHT & AR ST H 31e78] A Y TAIDId Bt |

‘No victory parade’

IEECASGUE

Mr. Rahman, the Prime Minister-designate, issued an internal order saying the party should
avoid taking out a victory parade and join his colleagues for Friday prayers at the Gulshan
Navi Jame Mosque.

WU FAL-A1R ot 90 A U SR 3M1e=1 IRI IR gl fos ure] o faord gy e 3
%ﬁTa?T%Q%E IR A= 4t SR AfRe T AR $t T & g mmﬁu‘ﬁw{m
|

Mr. Alamgir told the media that the BNP would take all sides along as it prepares to govern
Bangladesh.

ot ez 3 Hifgan & wg1 i dedt sirare=r )R I & Ot dRd gU I uel &
ABR TN

U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio and the Chinese Foreign Ministry congratulated the
BNP.

safvest fagwr ot areet w=faat ofk i+t fagwr wamera A et &1 surg &

Nepal’s interim government’s Prime Minister Sushila Karki and Maldives President
Mohamed Muizzu also congratulated Mr. Rahman.

AUTE BT SHARH TRBR BT TUTHAT RIS BTHT SR AT P P AigwE ggwy -+ T off
TEU &I FUTS <

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee also extended her wishes.

Ui ST &1 G THdT a6t A ) JHSHA |

“For this great victory, my congratulations to my Tarique bhai, his party and all the parties.
Pray you all will be well and happy,” she said.

‘T 931 ofid & forg IR a1fves Urg, 37! urdf ik Taft alf ) A surg | A 8 16 oo aedt
W 3R GRIIE,” S5 FgT

Transfer of power
T g ¥ATcdR0T

“Law Adviser Asif Nazrul and legal luminaries are carrying out a consultation and by
Saturday we will get to know when the oath-taking ceremony for the members of Parliament
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and the government will be completed,” Mr. Yunus’s press advisor Shae qul Alam told The
Hindu.
‘BT ATEPTR RIE THSS 3R BT AR TRHR] R g § IR AFER a% g8 I8 Ul
T ST o TG Tewd! 3R WBHR & YUY-T80 TARTE Hd R g1, ot TFF & I TARHR
T o AT A § fgg 9 oall

o Bangladesh’s 2024 mass uprising, which led to the overthrow of the previous Sheikh
Hasina government, also led to the dissolution of the Parliament, with most members of the
ruling party fleeing the country.

TATGRT & 2024 F TSI, - Td G G IRBR $I 30 fHan, & gRumaesy
Te &1 fage it gan, e Txree od & IR Y& 32 BISHR « eeing Bl TUI

e Given the circumstances surrounding the dissolution of the Parliament in 2024, the interim
government will do a foolproof job so that the oath-taking will be a legally solid process, The
Hindu was told.

2024 ¥ T¥g & fage ¥ J! uRURT! &1 ¢ad gu, 3ialka R Tl Ffefed drd Hatt
dTfos MUY-TGUN T B U A Tolgd UfehaT g1, § &g &1 arr |

India believed that Panchsheel pact
settled border with China, says CDS

India believed that Panchsheel pact settled border with China, says CDS

YR &1 Iy o1 & vasiie gusnid A9 & 9y dar &1 fArerRT I mn g

LR g |

e Chief of Defence Sta (CDS) General Anil Chauhan on Friday said that independent India
was keen on building a good relationship with China. After Independence, it was for India to

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Chief of Defence Staff
(CDS) General Anil Chau-
han on Friday said that in-
dependent India was keen
on building a good rela-
tionship with China. After
Independence, it was for
India to decide where the
frontiers lay, he said.

“[Jawaharlal]  Nehru
probably knew that we had
something like the McMa-
hon Line in the east, and
we had some kind of claim
in the Ladakh area, but it
was not clearly defined.
That is why he wanted to
go in for the Panchsheel
Agreement... probably,”
General Chauhan said.

“And the Chinese also,
when they had so-called
liberated Tibet and had
moved into Lhasa and into
Xinjiang, this particular
area was extreme from
both ends. So, they proba-
bly wanted stability in this
region and that is why this
area assumed priority,” the
CDS added.

He said that once Tibet
was occupied by China,
“India gave up those privi-

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

leges”. “India recognised
China and supported its
permanent seat in the Unit-
ed Nations. The Himalayan
buffer that existed bet-
ween us and Tibet evapo-
rated and was converted
into a direct border,” he
said.

Legitimacy of border
The CDS added that in
1954, India recognised Ti-
bet as part of China, and
both countries signed the
Panchsheel Agreement.
With this, India assumed
that it had settled its north-
ern border and the only
area not settled through a
formal treaty, from India’s
perspective, rested on the
Panchsheel Agreement, he
said.

General Chauhan said
India believed that the legi-

QQ The Himalayan
buffer that
existed between us and
Tibet evaporated and
was converted intoa
direct border

GENERAL ANIL CHAUHAN
Chief of Defence Staff

timacy of the border was
reinforced by identifying
six passes through which
trade and pilgrimage
would take place - Shipki
La, Mana, Niti, Kungri Bin-
gri, Darma, and Lipulekh.
“However, the Chinese po-
sition was that the agree-
ment was negotiated only
for trade and did not re-
flect their stand on the bor-
der dispute,” he added.

The CDS underlined the
increasing strategic impor-
tance of the Himalayan
frontiers.

He highlighted the go-
vernment’s focused efforts
on infrastructure develop-
ment in border areas and
emphasised the need for
integrated, forward-look-
ing strategic planning.

General Chauhan was
speaking during the inaug-
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uration of Bharat Hima-
layan International Strateg-
ic Manch (BHISM), a think
tank in Dehradun.

Policy issues

He noted that issues such
as climate change, water
security, border manage-
ment, military modernisa-
tion and disaster prepared-
ness required a holistic
Himalayan perspective. He
said the ideas emerging
from the forum could tran-
scend regional boundaries
and influence national pol-
icy — much like the Ganga,
which originates in the Hi-
malayas and flows across
the country, sustaining life
and progress.

Lieutenant General Ajay
Kumar Singh (retd.), who is
part of the BHISM, out-
lined the objectives of the
think tank and stated that
the forum would provide
informed policy recom-
mendations to the Govern-
ment of India on strategic
issues related to the Hima-
layan region, while foster-
ing collaboration with aca-
demic and research
institutions in and around
Dehradun.
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decide where the frontiers lay, he said.
A ATE FEHT wre @ HShew) s = sifva e 3 Yhar & Hal & Wad YR AT &
T 3 Tt T P 35D UT| FqaAdl & 916 I8 YR R R o7 fos 39! WA gt d
gl, I8 HEll

e ‘[ Jawaharlal ] Nehru probably knew that we had something like the McMahon Line in the
east, and we had some kind of claim in the Ladakh area, but it was not clearly denied. That is
why he wanted to go in for the Panchsheel Agreement... probably,” General Chauhan said.

‘[ TATERAT | g% XMAE o & b gd & gAR Uy AdHe 3@T o d1s awy o, 3R
AERG & H §URT S 1Al T, A 98 WY =4 J gRHIT &t o011 33 SR 3 e va=ita
TN & S I8 9, SRA g A el

¢ “And the Chinese also, when they had so-called liberated Tibet and had moved into Lhasa
and into Xinjiang, this particular area was extreme from both ends. So, they probably wanted
stability in this region and that is why this area assumed priority,” the CDS added.
“3R A 2R, S I qUTH T God fosad IR deott faran SR v qut REfommr & yaw
foa, @ 9% &7 Gl BR I JAfY® Yda-RNd o7l SHiY d 39 &7 & fRRaT 95d ¥ ok 2t
PRI 3 WA foen,” Hishey - shell

e He said that once Tibet was occupied by China, “India gave up those privileges”. “India
recognised China and supported its permanent seat in the United Nations. The Himalayan
buffer that existed between us and Tibet evaporated and was converted into a direct border,”
he said.
381 Fal fh U aR fasad IR 19 &1 Hooll g1 o & a1 “HIRd H o RIWMISR 318 v
“YR A 99 &1 A1 &1 SR Tgad P H 39! RIE die &1 q@i= faman gaR iR fasaa &

o Aicle fearadt 9w TaT 81 T SR Uyl i B g5 M, 3 Hal

Legitimacy of border
e

e The CDS added that in 1954, India recognised Tibet as part of China, and both countries
signed the Panchsheel Agreement. With this, India assumed that it had settled its northern
border and the only area not settled through a formal treaty, from India’s perspective, rested
on the Panchsheel Agreement, he said.

Hrdtww A SiieT fas 1954 § YR A fasyd &1 991 &1 fewan a=aar & ok gFf = 3 vasia
TS W g&eR fPU| 396 T, WRd 3 AT fob ! STR WHAT BT (USRI 81 T/ 8§ 3R
3o A | 7 Y ThHE &, HIRd & RHI01 J, Ta=fite ugia IR Sid oT, 3
Dol

e General Chauhan said India believed that the legitimacy of the border was reinforced by

identifying six passes through which trade and pilgrimage would take place — Shipki La,
Mana, Niti, Kungri Bingri, Darma, and Lipulekh.
SFRE AIgH A $e1 b U ST AT T fb A1 &1 9ol &l S o1 &1 Uga I e e,
oo ATeaH | ATUR 37K dam gt — Rt @, wyon, Hifa, $78 fr, qrmn, ok
|%IQ@@II

o “However, the Chinese position was that the agreement was negotiated only for trade and did
not re-[] ect their stand on the border dispute,” he added.

“gIdiifch, T U& D1 gl Ul fob T8 Had IR & for faman mar o7 SR I fdarg )
Id ¥@ &I ufafdfad 981 dxd1,” IgiH el

e The CDS underlined the increasing strategic importance of the Himalayan frontiers.
Wy = fearadt Wwm3it & Fed J0FIaS T8 i X@ifdd bl

e He highlighted the government’s focused e+ orts on infrastructure development in border
areas and emphasised the need for integrated, forward-looking strategic planning.

351 TraTac &E H SqERTT fIsTd IR IWBHR & dHisd TN &1 IR fHar 3R Jafea,
el YUrITa® TIST &1 SHIaaHdl IR §d el

e General Chauhan was speaking during the inauguration of Bharat Himalayan International
Strategic Manch (BHISM), a think tank in Dehradun.

SFRE digT 3gRIgH § Ud I ¢ URd feuTaasT evARmia weefore e (BHISM) &
3gUed & GRH §1d I8 3

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page17



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

9971932488

Policy issues

e He noted that issues such as climate change, water security, border management,
military modernisation and disaster preparedness required a holistic Himalayan
perspective. He said the ideas emerging from the forum could transcend regional boundaries
and ine uence national policy — much like the Ganga, which originates in the Himalayas
and ¢ ows across the country, sustaining life and progress.

35 el fos Srerarg

gfeae, o &,

AT yeed, 99 3

3R 3muer dardt

O gEl & fore ve gew femrad) e eior siawaes § 1 3= o8l [ 49 § Rean ad faar

e Arareff ¥ I SR

e v 3/ AR Rig @artiga)

HH B TuTfad HR THd § — 3P I e o I, S fre
 FaeR W < J 98dt § 3R e 7 UiTfd &1 Foitat aalt ol

e Lieutenant General Ajay Kumar Singh (retd.), who is part of the BHISM, outlined the
objectives of the think tank and stated that the forum would provide informed policy
recommendations to the Government of India on strategic issues related to the Himalayan
region, while fostering collaboration with academic and research institutions in and around
Dehradun.

, Sl BHISM &1 f3x1 €, 7 i &b & S22l bl

X@ifed far 3R Fel fos ug H fenrerdt & I 98 Y0rifd® TEf IR YR PR &I Jfad
mgmmm 1Y &1 BRI 3R U o Qeifres @ ST T & G Tga b
FoTar |

‘Hasina’s presence in India,
Ganga waters treaty to be
key priorities for BNP govt.

l’!ﬂl m!!acl!e ee

DHAKA

Stopping “border killings”,
starting negotiation for re-
newal of the Ganga waters
agreement, and increasing
the number of medical vi-
sas are some of the priority
areas for Bangladesh’s in-
coming government,
sources in the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP)
told The Hindu on Friday.

The BNP, led by its
chairman Tarique Rah-
man, is set to return to
power in Dhaka after two
decades, following a land-
slide victory in the parlia-
mentary election.

Giving an insight of the
list of deliverables, BNP’s
sources said India should
urgently deal with the is-
sue of ousted Bangladesh
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina’s presence on Indian
soil as Ms. Hasina has been
making comments about
the developments in her
country.

Border issue

“Out of all issues, it is the
border killings by the Bor-
der Security Force of India
that creates great difficulty
for the Government of Ban-
gladesh. Reports of killings
in the bordering areas im-
mediately inflames passion
especially in university
campuses where protests
break out escalating the sit-

India should deal with the issue of deposed Bangladesh PM Sheikh
Hasina’s presence on Indian seil, BNP sources said. AP

uation,” said a source who
is working on the neigh-
bourhood projects of the
BNP. The BNP member
said that India and Bangla-
desh have a settled border
and it makes no sense to
shoot to kill someone.

He further said that In-
dia should look into the is-
sue of continued presence
of Ms. Hasina and her top
aides on Indian soil as the
Awami League leader’s
comments will pose a chal-
lenge to normalisation of
ties and indicated that
these issues will be among
the first items that would
be discussed by the incom-
ing government.

The other big issue that
will have to be prioritised,
The Hindu was told is the
renewal of the Ganga Wa-
ters Treaty that will have to
be renewed before Decem-
ber 2026. Indian diplomat-
ic sources had flagged that
the technical teams that

were supposed to meet to
iron out the details of the
renewal agreement in the
two years did not meet
though the matter featured
during the June 2024 visit
of Ms. Hasina when she
was Prime Minister.

He further said the num-
ber of medical visas that
are issued by India are in-
adequate and that India
must relax medical visas as
it is a great people-to-peo-
ple connector.

“We are being pushed to
go to China in search of
medical treatment. If
pushed by denial of medi-
cal visa, we will find an al-
ternative as in today’s
world an alternative will
present itself automatically
but our cultural commo-
nalities make medical
treatment in India a more
comfortable process,” said
the source urging India to
enhance people-to-people
diplomacy.

‘Hasina’s presence in India, Ganga
waters treaty to be key priorities for
BNP govt.’

‘YR H g1 B Hieet, T o
Y Ffeadt ReR o T
uTYfrHang g

e Stopping “border killings”, starting
negotiation for renewal of the Ganga waters
agreement, and increasing the number of
medical visas are some of the priority areas
for Bangladesh’s incoming government,
sources in the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) told The Hindu on Friday.

a1 gl I A1, T o FHGIA B
FAIHRU & g Sdid Y& BT, 3R
AfswHa de o Te T AT BT M
el TRPR B! o THE TUfbai B,
FATCRT ARMTRe Urdf (@A) & T A
IehaR HI g feg oI sann

e The BNP, led by its chairman Tarique

Rahman, is set to return to power in Dhaka
after two decades, following a landslide victory
in the parliamentary election.

U SHHE AT YA & 4dd § dgadt &1
TR TG THET A B HURT S & o1 STl
o H ofe S gt g

e Giving an insight of the list of
deliverables, BNP’s sources said India should
urgently deal with the issue of ousted
Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
presence on Indian soil as Ms. Hasina has
been making comments about the
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developments in her country.

U &1 Gl IR THBRT ¢d §T SIEY & AT - D51 fb URd Pl UG AT Dt
TYTHAT W AT BT WRATT 4Rl TR Hiee it & Ge, 9 qid e 3y wife gt g
3T TN & YeAhHl R fewfirt ax 1 €|

Border issue

T ger

o “Out of all issues, it is the border killings by the Border Security Force of India that creates
great die culty for the Government of Bangladesh. Reports of killings in the bordering areas
immediately named passion especially in university campuses where protests break out
escalating the situation,” said a source who is working on the neighbourhood projects of the
BNP.

G e & U IR B} AT GR&MT 9 gRT &1 T AT §eTY &1 Sieras SRR & fore Jed
TSI BISTS Ual Bl ¢ | HHTad! el B gersi B JaR ged HIGHTSH Bl U §, TIHR
ﬁ%ﬁmﬂuwﬁﬂﬁﬁwﬁﬂwazhmm%aﬁ?@ﬁmaﬁ% dieadt &t us
GRS TR BT IR 5 T I - Hal|

e The BNP member said that India and Bangladesh have a settled border and it makes no
sense to shoot to kill someone.
feadt Hew 7 H81 fF YR 3R I & S a1 a8 3R B & AR & forw et
FeTH BT BIS Tas el 8|

e He further said that India should look into the issue of continued presence of Ms. Hasina and
her top aides on Indian soil as the Awami League leader’s comments will pose a challenge
to normalisation of ties and indicated that these issues will be among the ¢ rst items that
would be discussed by the incoming government.

IR T Fgl fob UIRe ! Foft T SIR I =Y AR B URATT eRell TR FRER
ﬁa@ﬂ%@mmﬁm@nﬂ%ﬂﬁnﬁmﬁﬁmﬁmmﬁ%mﬂm%ﬁm
%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂmwﬁ 3R Hohd e fobs T e o aTelt TRBR RT I T I arcl uget fareray o

I

e The other big issue that will have to be prioritised, The Hindu was told, is the renewal of the

Ganga Waters Treaty that will have to be renewed before December 2026.

< g ) 9arn a1 % U o §e1 ge o rufiresar &t 81, I T ora <Y 1 AR
2, o fadaRr 2026 ¥ Ugd AdHiPd B3 I

e Indian diplomatic sources had agreed that the technical teams that were supposed to

meet to iron out the details of the renewal agreement in the two years did not meet though the
matter featured during the June 2024 visit of Ms. Hasina when she was Prime Minister.

YR IS T A Hobd feam o1 i Adi-ivor Iueiid & faavor 0a e & forg fom
aPp-iTe! S DI 3l aul | e o1, 3 T e, graifes a8 Ge1 o 2024 W ot g &t amn
& IR A AT T o a8 Terea off |

e He further said the number of medical visas that are issued by India are inadequate and that
India must relax medical visas as it is a great people-to-people connector.

IR 3T Fgl fb U gRT IR} fvt ST aret Aifg e e &t T S § ok YRa &
fsewd der # d It 91T Fifeh I8 Uh §81 9H-0-91- YU ATeaH 5 |

e “We are being pushed to go to China in search of medical treatment. If pushed by denial of
medical visa, we will need an alternative as in today’s world an alternative will present itself
automatically but our cultural commonalities make medical treatment in India a more
comfortable process,” said the source urging India to enhance people-to-people diplomacy.

&Y fafre STaR &t darr & 99 9 & e gorsR fora o X818 1 afe Bfswa diem 3 sAaR
& DHRUI I ST T, o 84 fdded ge ol Rilfes 317el & gl | fddbed 31a= 31y Ire= 3
ST &, Ao GHARY WikpTad THTHATE YR & RIfdell SUaR &I 31 sRMerds ufshar
AT 8, T HIRE J OF-9-51 Fe-iifa 961 BT UL Hd §U HaTl
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IAF, Royal Thai Air Force hold

air combat training exercise

The Indian Air Force (IAF) conducted an in-situ
bilateral exercise with the Royal Thai Air Force
(RTAF) in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) from
February 9 to 12, aimed at strengthening military
cooperation and enhancing operational synergy
between India and Thailand. According to the
Defence Ministry, the engagement was executed
as an air combat training exercise featuring the
IAF’s Su-30MKI multirole fighter aircraft and the
RTAF’s SAAB Gripen jets. The IAF’s IL-78 mid-air
refuelling tankers enabled extended-range
maritime operations, underscoring the force’s
long-distance deployment capabilities.

IAF, Royal Thai Air Force hold air combat
training exercise

aﬁ@@w&ﬁ?w%mﬁmw
UfRT&oT 31T Srraifora favan

e |AF, Royal Thai Air Force hold air combat training
exercise

ETTT 3R TG UTS TG A gaTS g UTRI&0T 31y
Smaiford foean

e The Indian Air Force (IAF) conducted an in-situ
bilateral exercise with the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF)
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) from February 9 to
12, aimed at strengthening military cooperation and
enhancing operational synergy between India and
Thailand.

W TG (STSUYW) A IAad UTS Arga1
(3RETTTW) & A1 fEE AETaR &5 (I0R) T 9 | 12
WA & SR Rid-3neTRd fguelia snary faar, et
I YR 3R YTSAS & s 0 WA P! HoTgd HRAT
3R uR=Te draHd ST T

e According to the Defence Ministry, the

engagement was executed as an air combat training exercise featuring the IAF’s Su-30MKI

multirole (1 ghter aircraft and the RTAF’'sSAAB Gripen jets.

T HATAT & 3IUR, T8 YgHIRIAT Uh §aTs gg URIE0T 31 & &9 | 1 T3, o

TSUTE & Su-30MK| Tg-YHHT TSTP faHM 3R ARETUH &b SAAB Gripen S AT 3
o The IAF’s IL-78 mid-air refuelling tankers enabled extended-range maritime operations,

underscoring the force’s long-distance deployment capabilities.

STSUTS & |L-78 H-SMPHIR S URA I Ch - [aRRa g2l & T AR B THG

T, Fore 51 o1 i gt aTet &Sl i Y@ifed fobar
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A decisive mandate
India, Bangladesh have an opportunity
to reset ties with the defeat of Jamaat

ith alandslide verdict in its favour, the
w Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) is
set to form the government in Dhaka,
with its leader, Tarique Rahman, becoming the
country’s first male Prime Minister elected to the
post in decades. Mr. Rahman’s road to the post,
two decades after being barred from elections
(due to cases) and going into exile under the pre-
vious Awami League government, is dramatic,
with his return to Bangladesh just days before the
death of his mother and former Prime Minister,
Khaleda Zia. The interim government led by Mu-
hammad Yunus is expected to hand over the
reins to Mr. Rahman. Despite its more than two-
thirds of the elected seats in the Jatiya Sangsad,
the BNP has many challenges ahead. As the first
elected government since Sheikh Hasina’s ouster
in August 2024, the first order of business will be
to restore old political institutions and effect a
political reconciliation. This could mean releas-
ing political prisoners and an outreach to the
banned Awami League, many of whose suppor-
ters did not vote. The next will be to prepare for
the challenge from the Jamaat-e-Islami, whose
coalition won about 75 seats in Parliament, its
best performance yet. As a more vocal opposi-
tion now, the Jamaat, whose leaders have pitched
a regressive line on women'’s rights and for reli-
gious politics, will try and push the new centrist
government to the right. Voters have also em-
phatically supported the “July Charter’ referen-
dum, that calls for a caretaker government, re-
forms that could shift the powers of the Prime
Minister, and an upper house in Parliament with
proportional representation. Meanwhile, Mr.
Rahman must hit the ground running on reviving
the economy and restoring trade links with India.
For New Delhi, keen to reset ties after they hit
a nadir under Mr. Yunus, the outreach to the new
government is important. The Modi government
has had tensions with the BNP as it reduced en-
gagement with the opposition in Bangladesh dur-
ing Ms. Hasina’s tenure. It must also take back the
space ceded to Pakistan, the U.S. and China,
which have each forged new relations with Ban-
gladesh since Ms. Hasina’s ouster. Perhaps more
than bilateral relations, ruptured trade and con-
nectivity, security and sporting ties, New Delhi
and Dhaka must repair the frayed ties between
their peoples. In Bangladesh, securing India’s
missions and ensuring the safety of minorities
will be essential. For India, it is necessary to dial
down the domestic rhetoric against Bangladesh,
that is allowing political groups (many are affiliat-
ed to the ruling party), to threaten Bangladeshis
in India. The Modi and Rahman governments will
have to move most delicately, however, in manag-
ing the issue of Ms. Hasina, who remains a want-
ed fugitive in Dhaka and an honoured guest in
Delhi. if thev are intent on a fresh srart in ties.

whose supporters did not vote.
ENEIRGNE]
Fs gude! - AdeH el [Tl

A decisive mandate

TS fAuifae SR

¢ India, Bangladesh have an opportunity to
reset ties with the defeat of Jamaat

SHTd 1 8RR & 1Y HRd, TATSH & U Fae Bl
9T A BT AR @

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) — SITeTGRT
AxHfere urdf (BNP)

e With alandslide verdict in its favour, the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) is set to form the
government in Dhaka, with its leader, Tarique Rahman,
becoming the country’s first male Prime Minister
elected to the post in decades.

30 U8l H WRY ST RT & 1Y, TSR ARTere uref
(BNP) 1T H TRHR T & ol dUR 8, 3R 3P =l
TP TEU oD! | <X & Ugd Haitd Tou geriest
g

e Mr. Rahman’s road to the post, two decades
after being barred from elections (due to cases) and
going into exile under the previous Awami League
government, is dramatic, with his return to Bangladesh
just days before the death of his mother and former Prime
Minister, Khaleda Zia.

19 T Y S| ad Ufasfd g7 (WrHEl & HRO) 3R
e Smardt &1 SR & SRM fAata & M & 91,
Y UE A% YGHT &1 YU AICH I 8T, 3R 3! Siareer
IR 3! A AR gd guH @iferet o $ qg 9 5o
f& uge g3

e The interim government led by Muhammad
Yunus is expected to hand over the reins to Mr. Rahman.
HE™E TI¥ & g drell Siaf¥d R ¥ 3+ § & a8
1 YGH B °ia &ift|

e Despite its more than two-thirds of the elected
seats in the Jatiya Sangsad, the BNP has many
challenges ahead.
ST Hg § affad @l & g)-faed @ st gn &
dIa5le, BNP & I &3 gAfadr g |

e Asthe first elected government since Sheikh
Hasina’s ouster in August 2024, the first order of
business will be to restore old political institutions and
effect a political reconciliation.

IR 2024 ¥ WG gHIHT & Ugegd 14 & a1g ugal
fratfaa TReR & T, vga H1 R Ieifas
BT

e This could mean releasing political prisoners
and an outreach to the banned Awami League, many of

Fiea #1 e 3k ufaefra smardt o 3 Jud 8 govar 8, s

e The next will be to prepare for the challenge from the Jamaat-e-Islami, whose coalition won
about 75 seats in Parliament, its best performance yet.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 1



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:

ST HeH STHTA-T-SFATHT &I I & forT TR 8141 8N, e Taeeq 3 Hde § T 75
W i, S ITHT 31 b BT I U B
As a more vocal opposition now, the Jamaat, whose leaders have pitched a regressive line
on women'’s rights and for religious politics, will try and push the new centrist
government to the right.
3 31 R fauer & w0 o, sHTd, e Aarsit = wfgan siftert w uformdt v@ iR
ﬁwﬁmwﬁ?m% TS HHHNT TRBR DI SIEOTGY BT 3R Yha B DI

I

Voters have also emphatically supported the ‘July Charter’ referendum, that calls for a

caretaker government, reforms that could shift the powers of the Prime Minister, and an

upper house in Parliament with proportional representation.

Adardrell ¥ FaTg gy FTAH-IUE &1 1 SRR IHUH e, S FaReay WRERR,

guﬁﬁﬁiaﬁmﬁw 3R erqurfaes ufafifta & T Tae & 3= e & T &l
I

Meanwhile, Mr. Rahman must hit the ground running on reviving the economy and restoring

trade links with India.

O &9, IgUM & SFTTRIT H! GATad B 3R YR & 1Y ATITRS HeY T8I B &
foTT ¥d T8 Y& 31 g

For New Delhi, keen to reset ties after they hit a nadir under Mr. Yunus, the outreach to the
new government is important.

7% feweht & for, S aga & SR fFraay wR )R ugd Jaeh &1 R & wifid &= argdt o,
TE WHR I WIS Tgaqui ¢ |

The Modi government has had tensions with the BNP as it reduced engagement with the
opposition in Bangladesh during Ms. Hasina’s tenure.

A TRPR & BNP & 1Y TG 5 i 39 gl & PRIDGIA § Fivere=n & fauer & Ay
D HH F faam ol

It must also take back the space ceded to Pakistan, the U.S. and China, which have each
forged new relations with Bangladesh since Ms. Hasina’s ouster.

Y UIfpear, 3mf®T iR I &1 el sre ot aro o gnft, 619 el & ue=ga gia
& 9IC AT P J1Y Y Y&e L B |

Perhaps more than bilateral relations, ruptured trade and connectivity, security and
sporting ties, New Delhi and Dhaka must repair the frayed ties between their peoples.
e fEuafta Tee, ¢ TR SR Hud, GRam ok @a dauf 9 +f offep, 7% foweht ok
TTHT DI g1 31T & AN & ot fav1g HaeT o JURAT I |

In Bangladesh, securing India’s missions and ensuring the safety of minorities will be
essential.

TR T URd & U= 3t JREM 3R Seaaerd! o Y& JHAT3a S smaxas g
For India, it is necessary to dial down the domestic rhetoric against Bangladesh, that is
allowing political groups (many are affiliated to the ruling party), to threaten
Bangladeshis in India.

YRA & o Iare™r & fAame g SuTiaTel! 1 &A1 oRe] §, R Ireifoe a9g
(S TS 30 | 93) HRd H TSR] B! 4TbI R T

The Modi and Rahman governments will have to move most delicately, however, in
managing the issue of Ms. Hasina, who remains a wanted fugitive in Dhaka and an
honoured guest in Delhi, if they are intent on a fresh start in ties.

Tl 3R IGU WRPRI B AT & G, B JUT | 98¢ A1 SRa- gIfl, S &ThT o
gifea wmEl ok feeeht & wwrfara sifafy s+ g2 8, afe o wdel @Y =13 Y& ema H1 98d 8|
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In Dhaka, a new dawn
and a gatherlng storm

is also palpable at the Jamaat-e-Islami headquarters, as the partyled alliance
country prepares for its first elected government since Prime Minist

has secured 77 seats
ikh Hasinas ouster in August 2024,

the road ahead remains fraught with ¢

hall Kallol Bhattacherjee reports from the ground

sk ]
n February 12, in Mogbazar, a densely
0 populated area in Dhaka, hundreds of

Jamaat-e-Islami cadres gathered to-

gether. Wearing colourful caps and
fine Oud, they watched the future of Bangla-
desh’s politics being rewritten. While the Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party (BNP) won the election, se-
curing 209 seats out of 300, the Jamaat-e-Islami,
the principal challenger, won 68, its highest tally
since the country’s independence.

The polls were necessitated by a student-led
uprising that ousted Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na in August 2024, after which an interim govern-
ment took charge to oversee the transition to a
newly elected administration. Hasina's Awami
League was banned from the elections, marking
a historic first since 1971, the year Bangladesh
was formed.

Outside the narrow alley, fruit, vegetable, and
fish sellers struggled to cope with the sudden
surge of outsiders. After all, it was not every day

that so many people showed up at the Jamaat-e-
Islami’s headquarters.

The party's multistorey headquarters is
hidden behind a large iron gate. Inside, visitors
are greeted by a row of taps used for the cere-

‘monial wazu, the ritual washing mandatary in

mosques. The party cadres are expected to

not only engage in politics, but also to strict-

ly observe their religious duties. Between ce-

lebrations, they join prayers. Afterwards, they

gather for a quick lunch of kachchi biryani ac-

companied by burhani, a soothing yogurt-hased

drink with coriander and mint. The mood is un-
mistakably festive.

At home

There was a time when the headquarters was lar-
gely quiet with dedicated cadre in white salwar
kurta carrying bundles of pamphlets and books
and going about their work. In 2024, the Hasina-
led Awami League banned the organisation.
Now, sharply tailored business suits have entered
the Jamaat, resurrected in 2025.

For nearly one and a half decades, Mo-
hammed Fakhrul Islam, a barrister working for
the party in the U.K., says he stayed out of Ban-
gladesh, as Sheikh Hasina and her Awami League
governed Bangladesh. During this period, Ja-
maat-e-Islami built its political narrative around
the themes of discrimination, torture, and exile.
Islam says he did not return, as coming home
‘would have meant harassment or worse, deten-
tion under some law as the party faced continu-
ous pressures from the regime.

According to Islam, the Jamaat-e-Islami wants
Bangladesh to be “self-sufficient and strong”. He
says the party expects India to “acknowledge the
mistakes that it had committed by oversubscrib-
ing to the politics that Hasina represented”.

Islam and his friends are not just Islamists;
they also project themselves as survivors of an
oppressive regime. Oliullah Noman, Islam’s col-
league, who was part of the election steering
committee, says, “I was allowed to leave (the
country) after | served a prison term. They tor-
tured me in prison.”

Noman works as a senior editor with Amar
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Mallmudur Rahman, who, like Noman, was also
lle for several years. Rahman returned from
Is(.mbnl after five and a half years, and it was
«during his public reception that Sharif Osman
Hadi, the Islamist student leader, first came to be
noticed for his organisational abilities.

Hadi, who was killed in December 2025 in
Dhaka when he was just 32, shared with Oliullah
a strong opposition to Hasina, though for both,
the recent history of persecution carries more
weight than the events of the Liberation War.

Oliullah and Islam believe that both the Liber-
ation War of 1971 and the uprising of 2024 were
similar in essence. “Why did the Liberation War
take place? It took place because of discrimina-
tion against Bangladeshis by the Pakistan govern-
ment. Similarly, it was discrimination by the
Sheikh Hasina government that prompted us to
fight in 2024,” says Islam.

On being asked why Jamaat-e-Islami and Al-
Badr were involved in the 1971 violence, he says,
“We did not oppose Bangladesh's freedom. We
opposed the partition of our country. After all,
who would want to see their nation divided?”

Growing disappointment

‘That strand of unresolved history stretches from

Mogbazar to Dhanmondi, about 5 kilometres

apart. Alonglhc main road ofnhanmondl shusi
ct

b, ‘Tajuddin Ahmed, the first P‘nme Minister of

m-mnlc formed hy Awami Imgue Ieadm in 1971
Ahmed, who became Bangladesh’s first finance
minister after 1971, was one of four national lead-
ers killed by the military on November 3, 1975.
This occurred just months after Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was assassinated on August 15.

For more than five decades, the tree has been
witness to the storms that have blown through
Bangladesh. The site beside the mango tree,
once the residence of Ahmed, known for his in-
telligence and organisational skills, is no longer a
home. Today, it has been replaced by a multisto-
rey shopping complex. The only reminder of
Ahmed is a large poster of Sohail, his fitness-en-
thusiast son, who runs a gym at this address.

necessary, we will fight another war. War is
itable,” says Md. Nahid Akhtar Nahan, a sup-

A 2024
after Hasina’s fall. The newspaper is edited by

Dhaka, REUTERS

rallyin

In Dhaka, a new dawn and a gathering storm
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Bangladesh Politics and Jamaat-e-Islami —maﬁﬂﬁﬁraﬁvmqmrcﬁ

On February 12, in Mogbazar, a densely populated area in Dhaka, hundreds of Jamaat-e-
Islami cadres gathered together.

12 TR} P! STHT & T TETCY aTat & WRTETR H Yhs! SHTa-U-3Tart ridhal Uhd gul

Wearing colourful caps and fine Oud, they watched the future of Bangladesh’s politics

being rewritten.

porter of the Awami League, banned under Ban-
gladesh’s Anti-terrorism Act.

Nahan was a councillor of the Awami League
in Rajshahi and saw the peak of the power and
authority of the Hasina era. But he also noticed
the warning signs early on. “She became abso-
lutely intolerant of frank opinions. On multiple
occasions, we saw how Hasina apa used to flare
up on hearing o ns that were anti-establish-
ment. Her top ministers were promoting the bu-
siness interests of individuals directly linked to Ja-
maat-e-Islami,” says Nahan, who has lost his
house and property to mob attacks.

He has no job and fixed income, and depends
on friends and well wishers. “The Awami League
is an emotion for us. We believe in the spirit of
1971 and the memory of Sheikh Mujib,” he says.

Nahan emphasises that Bangladesh is now a
battleground between two o] forces — one
that uphaolds the spirit of 1971 and the other that
stands against it. He laments how Dhaka has
changed. “Earlier, people would mark the
Bhasha Andolan (mother tongue movement) of
1952,” he says. This was when the police shot sev-
eral activists - including Abdus Salam, Rafiq Ud-
din Ahmed, Abul Barkat, and Abdul Jabbar —
‘who demanded that Bengali be recognised as the
national language of Pakistan.

an

Supporters of the Awami League voted for
the BNP. It was like having a heavy boulder
on their chest. It was not easy for them to
support their main opponent.

BAREK KAISER
Media commentator

year, a massive book fair would open
on February 1, culminating in a major road show
on February 21. But no more,” Nahan says. “It is
as if our emotions are no longer important. The
‘war of 1971 was borne out of such actions and we
will fight again if necessary.”

Pointing at the image of Sohail with his bulging
biceps, Nahan says the Awami League does not
forgive betrayal. In the eyes of Nahan and his
friends, Sohail did something that an Awami
League member was not supposed to do. “He
met with the Chief Adviser, Mohammed Yunus.
He was hoping to get something in return. But he
did not,” he says.

Anger only grew when Hasina's son, Sajeeb
Wazed Joy, gave an interview to a western news
outlet. In it, he said, “I have spent all my life
abroad. I have been in the U.S. for 30 years. | am
living peacefully here. Whatever will happen in
the future is something for the future.”

A supporter of the party says the party cadre
were livid and dismayed. He says, “We called
each other and wept an the phone hearing how
Joy spoke about the party of Sheikh Mujib.”

A tough choice

In such an atmosphere, the return of Tarique
Rahman, 60, the chairman of the BNP, from exile
in London, has drawn appreciation from forces
who are willing to join hands with any side for the
sake of stopping the Jamaat-e-Islami’s march. The
BNP, which won a landslide victory in an election
that saw a voter turnout of 59.44%, has returned
to power after nearly two decades.

Zakir H. Chowdhury, the head of the BNP's
'youth chapter, says many Awami League suppor-
ters voted for the BNP. He explains the electoral
politics by pointing to the alliance between the Ja-
maat-e-Islami and the student-led National Ci
zen Party. “Some Awami League voters first col
sidered voting for the Jamaat. They believed that
a strong Jamaat would jeopardise internal secur-
ity, prompting people to demand the return of
the Awami League as their saviour. But they
changed their minds on seeing its alliance with
the leaders of the 2024 uprising — they really hate
them,” he says.

Barek Kaiser, a media commentator, says it
‘was a tough choice for Awami League supporters
“They voted for the BNP. It was like having a hea-

vy boulder on their chest. It was not easy for
them to support their main opponent.”

A short-lived spring?
The Jamaat-e-Islami chief, Ameer Shafiqur Rah-
man, increased media engagement ahead of the
2026 elections. His aim was to rebrand the party
from a rigid Islamist group to a more moderate,
mainstream political entity. But the outreach has
not been enough to ease the growing anxiety in
Dhaka about what the Jamaat may be planning in
the months ahead.

The party’s highest tally before this election
came in 1991, when it won 18 seats in the polls
held after the overthrow of President Hossein
Mohammed Ershad, which brought Khaleda Zia
of the BNP to power for the first time. Zia died last
December. Rahman is Zia's son.

The Jamaat-e-Islami's influence and parlia-
mentary presence dwindled thereafier. Its worst
phase began after 2009, when an Awami League
government, strengthened by a sweeping electo-
ral victory, set up the International Crimes Tribu-
nal to try several Jamaat leaders for their alleged
complicity in the 1971 killings. As a result, several
senior figures were executed.

Alung with the euphoria of the BNP's victory,
suspicion and fear now run deep in Dhaka. A
rumuzr student leader from Chittagong Universi-
ty says, “Only those who have studied at Chitta-
gong and Rajshahi University know what the Ja-
maat’s student wing is capable of. If they dream
of imposing Shariah in Bangladesh, they will do it
whenever they find the opportun

At the moment, however, the Jamaat is far
from introducing Shariah law in Bangladesh. Its
immediate goal is to focus on the transition of
power from the interim government to the BNP-
led one. It has already voiced its grievances, view
ing the victory of the BNP as a warning sign.

Ameer Shafiqur Rahman says his party is dis-
appointed by the outcome. He blames authorities
for being biased against his p.my. “We are not sa-
tisfied with the process surroun the election
resuhs, he said after the party-led Islamlsl 'bloc

77 seats. “From

of the 1i-party alliance narrowly and suspiciously
losing in various constituencies, to repeated in-
consistencies and fabrications in unofficial result

the Election C¢ i 's re-
luctance to publish voter turnout percentages,
and indications that a section of the administra-
tion leaned towards a major party... all this un-
doubtedly raises serious questions about the in-
tegrity of the results process.”

Along with the national election, voters were
asked to decide on an ambitious and wide-rang-
ing constitutional reform package under the July
National Charter (Constitutional Amendment)
Implementation Order, 2025. The citizens voted
“yes' in favour of it. The proposed changes in the
referendum include establishing a neutral inte-
rim government for the electoral period, restruc-
turing the current parliament into a bicameral le-
gislature, increasing women'’s representation,
strengthening judicial independence, and intro-
ducing a two-term limit for the Prime Minister.

“Parliament is the supreme organ and laws are
made by Parliament. The referendum wants
changes in the parliamentary system. Nothing
like that will be allowed (by Parliament mem-
bers),” says Chowdhury of the BNP.

On the other hand, Jamaat has made it clear
that it wants the proposed referendum to incor-
porate the July Charter into the 1972 Constitution
of Bangladesh.

With the BNP planning to make its position
clear, the Jamaat seeking to assert its parliamen-
tary strength and secure a greater role in national
and India-Bangladesh relations, and Awa-

- ing for a potential con-
[mm:mnn uhaka looks less like lhe site of a con-
and
ground for another political showdown.

“We are in a war zone,” Kaiser says. “We just
had an election. But we might soon end up witha
real conflict.”

kallol bé@thehindu co.in
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While the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) won the election, securing 209 seats out of

300, the Jamaat-e-Islami, the principal challenger, won 68, its highest tally since the
countrys independence.

AxFfere urdf (BNP) 7 gATa Sftaa 300 B & 209 W &1 o1, 981 =T
uﬁﬁmﬁqmﬁesvﬁ%ﬁﬂaﬁ @ﬁﬁm%wmmﬁu&ﬁq%l

The polls were necessitated by a student-led uprising that ousted Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in August 2024, after which an interim government took charge to oversee the
transition to a newly elected administration.
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g g1 DE-Aqad ardl 3figiad & HRUT gY, S ST 2024 T weT-w= IRa g1 i
g, fords §1G Ueh Sfafvd TRBR A 71 [Hdifd IRHR deb HshHU b1 FSTHGRT IFHTeR |
Hasina’s Awami League was banned from the elections, marking a historic first since
1971, the year Bangladesh was formed.

U DI TR RT B g9 ¥ Ulsierd fosar T, St 1971 (S7d SiFATeRT §91) & §1G Ugal
ufaeiRie gear |

Outside the narrow alley, fruit, vegetable, and fish sellers struggled to cope with the sudden
surge of outsiders.
GBI Tl & SR W, Feeit 3R ADelt fashar agdt Al &1 sraH® His ¥ SR A1
After all, it was not every day that so many people showed up at the Jamaat-e-Islami’s
headquarters.
RAR, BR e S @l STHTa-U-3warTHt g=Ierd R 81 31 3
The party’s multistorey headquarters is hidden behind a large iron gate.
aTe 1 agHTTAT YAy U 9 |l & Ae & Ui fur gen gl
Inside, visitors are greeted by a row of taps used for ceremonial wazu, the ritual washing
mandatory in mosques.
%m SIgH! &1 WA 9oL Forg =1at o5t ufd @ g ©, < wferel & sifard enfifes wfdsan

I
The party cadres are expected to not only engage in politics, but also to strictly observe their
religious duties.

aTe primatel ¥ e &t S © [ 3 Hadt et 8 g 781 afch 3 enfifes wefaat o7 oft
& Y UTe PR

Between celebrations, they join prayers.

WY & ST J TS | =M eI &

Afterwards, they gather for a quick lunch of kachchi biryani accompanied by burhani, a
soothing yogurt-based drink with coriander and mint.

?Wéﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ?gﬁﬁ(%ﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂ%ﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁﬂ)%wuww
|

The mood is unmistakably festive.

ARId WY U ¥ Ieqayui 3|

Athome —O¥ TR

There was a time when the headquarters was largely quiet with dedicated cadre in white
salwar kurta carrying bundles of pamphlets and books and going about their work.

TS U YT e GRATT B! =Aid I8l AT 3R g HAaR-Pdt Ug driddl U 3R fararal
& S8 ADR HH B Y|

In 2024, the Hasina-led Awami League banned the organisation.

2024 T gHMI-Aq@ qTelt TRt AT A W16 WR ufdey o faa

Now, sharply tailored business suits have entered the Jamaat, resurrected in 2025.

31d 2025 H gSifad sTHTd & TefldeR e e fears 33 a7

For nearly one and a half decades, Mohammed Fakhrul Islam, a barrister working for the
party in the U.K., says he stayed out of Bangladesh, as Sheikh Hasina and her Awami
League governed Bangladesh.

PG S GRIP I HIgWE BEvd ST, ST &, 7 uref & o aftwex € Fgd g fd a
AT I TT6R X3 Ffh RG FAHT 3R IABT Smardt o 2 & 38 2R

During this period, Jamaat-e-Islami built its political narrative around the themes of
discrimination, torture, and exile.

3 SR STHIG-U-SXATHT J 3T+ Ie-ifae St &1 WeHTd, ITa-T 3R fafaa & fawal =
3T foar|

Islam says he did not return, as coming home would have meant harassment or detention
under some law as the party faced continuous pressures from the regime.

3 Bed ¢ fob d g e 31U Fiifeh e W I Iedie=T a1 R 1 I 3T U aTl,
Fifcs UTef IR TR ARG &g T
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According to Islam, the Jamaat-e-Islami wants Bangladesh to be “self-sufficient and
strong”.

AW & IIUR, SHTA-U-3EATH ST BI “3eafR eiv aerge” s M1 agdt 3|

He says the party expects India to “acknowledge the mistakes” that it had committed by
oversubscribing to the politics that Hasina represented.

3 Ped ¢ & urcf aredt § i WRd “3ru=it Tefaal Y TeR B, S ST g1 Bl IST-id
BT 3fAH THYT HRP Bl

Islam and his friends are not just Islamists; they also project themselves as survivors of an
oppressive regime.
%wmsﬁimwﬂ%ammﬁﬁqﬁ%; d e P! TSR I & oitfad a2 off g

I
Oliullah Noman, Islam’s colleague, who was part of the election steering committee, says,
“I was allowed to leave (the country) after | served a prison term. They tortured me in
prison.”
ST A, St gATa "ara Jiifd &1 R 9, $8d §, o od B Iol O dRA &
I1E SR B &1 Al el | 32 o H gt ara-r &t
Noman works as a senior editor with Amar Desh, a newspaper launched in September
2024 after Hasina’s fall.
T R A H aRY HUTe® €, ot RIdeR 2024 & gH1F U9 & a1 T& gl
The newspaper is edited by Mahmudur Rahman, who, like Noman, was also in exile for
several years.
U YIER UA & YUIGsH HGHUGR YEHH &, Sl AT &I a¥e &g aul d (=ara- 8 33 |
Rahman returned from Istanbul after five and a half years, and it was during his public
reception that Sharif Osman Hadi, the Islamist student leader, first came to be noticed for
his organisational abilities.

IEHM UTE 30T Y Y S1e SHAge J TS, 3R ISP ATdwi -1 WHTd & SR IRIB ST
TS}, STATHAIE! BT AT, 3T TS & P 7T uga™ U

Hadi, who was killed in December 2025 in Dhaka when he was just 32, shared with Oliullah
a strong opposition to Hasina, though for both, the recent history of persecution carries
more weight than the events of the Liberation War.

f&¥aR 2025 & T H AR 1Y 32 ufA g1dl, SfiSees &1 aRe g & R 9, siR A &
fore g1ar ot Iafts Ft gead gfda g ¥ ol Teayui g |

Oliullah and Islam believe that both the Liberation War of 1971 and the uprising of 2024
were similar in essence.

NS 3R ST A § [ 1971 BT iR e 3R 2024 BT Sfigia IR & I0H |
“Why did the Liberation War take place? It took place because of discrimination against
Bangladeshis by the Pakistan government. Similarly, it was discrimination by the Sheikh
Hasina government that prompted us to fight in 2024,” says Islam.

fdd g5 I 312 I8 YIS WRPR GRT TAATGRAT & ALY HGUTT & HRUT g3 33
IRE 2024 T WG gHIHT TWHR &F UGHTd - g4 T & fore URd fohar,” sxam wed g

On being asked why Jamaat-e-Islami and Al-Badr were involved in the 1971 violence, he
says, “We did not oppose Bangladesh’s freedom. We opposed the partition of our
country. After all, who would want to see their nation divided?”

ST YT T R 1971 Y T A SrTe-u-gwamt 3R sr-ag ot i 3, I o, T
ST RT B Tz BT [ T faa| g0 31U &1 & fauTer &1 faRly fan| snfeR &H
3T 1Y Y STl 3T a1 A2

Growing disappointment — dgdl fART=IT

That strand of unresolved history stretches from Mogbazar to Dhanmondi, about 5
kilometres apart.

gAY 3fa8T &1 78 Ho! ANENR & Y=HIST d el 8, St aTHT 5 fpaiier R B
Along the main road of Dhanmondi’s business district stands a mango tree planted in
1969 by Tajuddin Ahmed, the first Prime Minister of the Mujibnagar government — the
government- in-exile formed by Awami League leaders in 1971.

& ARG &F H! T-T JS& IR 1969 B TRIIT 7T 3TH T I8 TSI 5, o
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AT 38He, YollaTTR IRPR & Ugd TUTTHAT (ST 1971 § TRt ST At grRr
ﬁafaﬂﬁmnéweﬁ)#m%m

Ahmed, who became Bangladesh’s first finance minister after 1971, was one of four
national leaders killed by the military on November 3, 1975.

3fgHE, S 1971 & §Ig ISR & Ugd fad w3t 97, 3 AdaR 1975 Pl I §RT AR T AR
REL SRR EDT

This occurred just months after Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was assassinated on August 15.
g U 15 3T DI G GolIqR IgHE Pt g1 5 S HoHl 916 gs |

For more than five decades, the tree has been witness to the storms that have blown through
Bangladesh.

e uta g=I! S I0g ¥ I8 US ivare® & ST Ml &1 71478 61 6|

The site beside the mango tree, once the residence of Ahmed, known for his intelligence
and organisational skills, is no longer a home.

3T F US & U &I RIM, S Haft 3rgwe 1 ey o1 3R 370! gfawwn a WIeH &var &
forg uRig T, o TR 81 @

Today, it has been replaced by a multistorey shopping complex.

3{TS S!S Teh SgHTTel U PIFerad - o ol g

The only reminder of Ahmed is a large poster of Sohail, his fitness-enthusiast son, who
runs a gym at this address.

3gHS ! THHH TG 3% freg-0H U Ted &1 931 TReR &, Sl 39 Ud W forT =@ §1
“If necessary, we will fight another war. War is inevitable,” says Md. Nahid Akhtar Nahan, a
supporter of the Awami League, banned under Bangladesh’s Anti-terrorism Act.

TR TS dl §H U 3R g Aot TG SUReH §,” IivaIgR & SMdwarg-Aedt S & dgd
mmmwwmmmmmél

Nahan was a councillor of the Awami League in Rajshahi and saw the peak of the power
and authority of the Hasina era.
gm@ﬁmm%maﬁ?ﬁmgﬂaﬂmsﬁ?mwmﬁ

I
But he also noticed the warning signs early on.
AfPB IBI Aarat Tddbd ff Teat ¢@ fow A
“She became absolutely intolerant of frank opinions. On multiple occasions, we saw how
Hasina apa used to flare up on hearing opinions that were anti-establishment. Her top
ministers were promoting the business interests of individuals directly linked to Jamaat-
e-Islami,” says Nahan, who has lost his house and property to mob attacks.
38 T AR & U Srfew] &1 7 o | $E R g 2T & g SiTuT Tt uRd il
ARl R ys® St 2| 3% MY 13t SHTa-u-gvandt & 98 afeadl & e &l of
911 S @ A, e Bed €, Frei s gl A orue W ok HuRr @ &
He has no job and fixed income, and depends on friends and well wishers.
I UG DI At R Rl a2, R 3 gt @ guRiad W AR
“The Awami League is an emotion for us. We believe in the spirit of 1971 and the memory
of Sheikh Mujib,” he says.
“3TATH AT §UR fTT U YTaHIT 81 89 1971 Bt HIGHT 3R G Goltd &1 16 & Ay &d
CRCE A
Nahan emphasises that Bangladesh is now a battleground between two opposing forces
— one that upholds the spirit of 1971 and the other that stands against it.
e SR & 8 o aiveme= oid | faRieh <ifeaa &1 géla 99 T § — U Sl 1971 $t
YT ! §7T 4T § 3R gERt o 39 fRa ]
He laments how Dhaka has changed.
d B ST § 3 STehT Iga 14T 8|
“Earlier, people would mark the Bhasha Andolan (1952),” he says.
“Ugdl ANT HTYT 3figIe (1952) &1 TG Hd 4,” 3 Hed g |
This was when the police shot several activists — including Abdus Salam, Rafique Uddin
Ahmed, Abul Barkat, and Abdul Jabbar — who demanded that Bengali be recognised as
the national language of Pakistan.

I8 98 THY U1 e Yo A 3iegd UOITH, TBIP Sg1 3HGHE, 3T SR d 3R Hegdl TR

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 6



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Higd s Prdcbarsll DI el AR 41 o, TSrgi STell Y UTfaear Y AP HINT S b1 HiT
AR

“Every year, a massive book fair would open on February 1, culminating in a major road
show on February 21. But no more,” Nahan says.

TR I 1 BRa DI Teb fa=1Tel TR At = gial AT, foeT 919 21 BRast &l 99 IS M

3 I T AT 31 AT8Y,” 18 Fed & |

“Itis as if our emotions are no longer important. The war of 1971 was borne out of such

actions and we will fight again if necessary.”

T T 8 fob AR HIGHTE 3 Feayqul a1 gt 1971 BT g VY B geATedl § o1 T 3R

SRed USl df gH fo a1

Pointing at the image of Sohail with his bulging biceps, Nahan says the Awami League

does not forgive betrayal.

Ted &t Hergd HIGURRN arelt aedR &1 3R IRT HRd gU 18- Hed ¢ fob mardt e

fagyreaaTa &1 7% 781 Bt

In the eyes of Nahan and his friends, Sohail did something that an Awami League member

was not supposed to do.

e 3R I IR BT ToR & Aiod - a8 a1 S T Sraret T Hewa &t gl H=-11 a1y

YT

“He met with the Chief Adviser, Mohammed Yunus. He was hoping to get something in

return. But he did not,” he says.

G@ﬁg@wmﬁmmﬁgawﬁ I8 95 § % UM 1 IRflg +R B 3,

Afe -Te1 iy, d Hed g1

Anger only grew when Hasina’s son, Sajeeb Wazed Joy, gave an interview to a western

news outlet.

ga& 3R §¢ T 919 g1 & UF Teila 1ol 9114 A U Uf3ift JuraR ared & Seveg,

I

In it, he said, “l have spent all my life abroad. | have been in the U.S. for 30 years. | am living

peacefully here. Whatever will happen in the future is something for the future.”

3HH g PeT, A o g fofeh fadwr | faars 81 & 30 aui @ erfver 4 ) 4 gl wifa |

G @1 | yiass & S g, 9% Hidw St 9rd g 1"

A supporter of the party says the party cadre were livid and dismayed.

urel & T T9E 1 Hel ¢ [ urdf srdwal 9gg wiftd ok PRI 3|

He says, “We called each other and wept on the phone hearing how Joy spoke about the

party of Sheikh Mujib.”

gwﬁ, T Up-g@R 1 B {62 IR R U, T8 Yo & o1+ I gefte oY urdf & o
T Pall”

A tough choice — T® ®fed faweq

In such an atmosphere, the return of Tarigue Rahman, 60, the chairman of the BNP, from
exile in London, has drawn appreciation from forces who are willing to join hands with any
side for the sake of stopping the Jamaat-e-Islami’s march.

T TEId # 60 aiTg aTIe IGAH, BNP & 3198, &7 de- | fai & a1 dier 34

TG B TRIGT YT R 8T ¢ Sff STHTA-U-SATH! B g¢d b & e [ & Iy o g1y

B &1 IR B

The BNP, which won a landslide victory in an election that saw a voter turnout of 59.44%,

has returned to power after nearly two decades.

BNP, SR 59.44% WG ardl g-1d & T Sitd TRIE &1, TTH §) S=Teh! &1 Tl & aiet g

Zakir H. Chowdhury, the head of the BNP’s youth chapter, says many Awami League

supporters voted for the BNP.

gj;%gmmmm@ Nt Hed § [& w3 smandt dhr wadst 7 BNp & die
I

He explains the electoral politics by pointing to the alliance between the Jamaat-e-Islami

and the student-led National Citizen Party.
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d AT IS BT STHTA-T-STATT 3R BTH-A arell A% fafew urdl & medua 3
Ta B

“Some Awami League voters first considered voting for the Jamaat. They believed that a
strong Jamaat would jeopardise internal security, prompting people to demand the return of
the Awami League as their saviour. But they changed their minds on seeing its alliance with
the leaders of the 2024 uprising — they really hate them,” he says.

@e«naﬁr—ﬂﬂudmmah?r TRl STHTE Bl de 29 WR faR fba| 38 @ o Hotgd ST
HTAND GR&T I Fax & ST, foras AT STarHt i 1 Bt 3(u= &/ & FU | aro
AT | AP 2024 F TG F AaTail S T ST TEae TGP ST IaR sae i —
d 3T AHRd PR §,” I LA & |

Barek Kaiser, a media commentator, says it was a tough choice for Awami League
supporters.

HifEar fazdue e FER Fad & [ I8 mar o gads & forw e fAofg i

“They voted for the BNP. It was like having a heavy boulder on their chest. It was not easy
for them to support their main opponent.”

I8 BNP I dle faar| 78 3% o iR we Ui Uiz va= T o 310 g ufagel &1
AT BT M Y Tl

A short-lived spring? — 4T g eUPToIP add 87

The Jamaat-e-Islami chief, Ameer Shafiqur Rahman, increased media engagement
ahead of the 2026 elections.

THT-U-5XATH W iR JBIHR YA = 2026 TGl ¥ Ugd HIfSAT WaTg S|
His aim was to rebrand the party from a rigid Islamist group to a more moderate,
mainstream political entity.

TP 3539 UIET Bl Ueh HgX FTATHI TYE A T Uh D AR, GRIURT Ie-ifad
IPIS b U H Td BT AT

But the outreach has not been enough to ease the growing anxiety in Dhaka about what the
Jamaat may be planning in the months ahead.

AP U8 T THT A Tl FRid1 ! HH o1 & e vaid =78 3e7 {5 3 ot 78— & srHrd
T G &1 X818

The party’s highest tally before this election came in 1991, when it won 18 seats in the polls
held after the overthrow of President Hossein Mohammed Ershad, which brought Khaleda
Zia of the BNP to power for the first time.

39 919 9 Ugd UIc] &1 Halieie Uaxi 1991 # U1, Sa I8 18 Hie Sitdl, Sl Irgafear g&=
MEHIE SITG & Ud- & a6 gU IA1d H 3T 3R BNP 1 @ferer forar ugelt IR a1 & ofis |
Zia died last December. Rahman is Zia’s son.

for &t g e fediR A g3 | SeaA T S g ¢ |

The Jamaat-e-Islami’s influence and parliamentary presence dwindled thereafter.

3P §IC STHTA-U-SIATHI BT UHTT 3R GO SufRufa ge |

Its worst phase began after 2009, when an Awami League government, strengthened by a
sweeping electoral victory, set up the International Crimes Tribunal to try several Jamaat
leaders for their alleged complicity in the 1971 killings.

DT Y WXE GR 2009 P S1& IR oM, TS SATITH TR TRPIR 7 SeRIPTA SURTY
ATATIRIHROT R faT dlfe &g ST arshi IR 1971 gedtait § Hiyd YT & forg gaen
ESIEISIRED

As a result, several senior figures were executed.

S YRGS $s TG Adrsii & Biil § 75|

Along with the euphoria of the BNP’s victory, suspicion and fear now run deep in Dhaka.
BNP Pt Sftd & IxIT8 & Y, 379 1T & g 3R wa i T gl

A former student leader from Chittagong University says, “Only those who have studied at
Chittagong and Rajshahi University know what the Jamaat’s student wing is capable of.
If they dream of imposing Shariah in Bangladesh, they will do it whenever they find the
opportunity.”

i fayfaamea & T O ©F a1 ed 8, o anT frmi iR Irerend) fay e & ue
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€, d TMd § [ STHTT &) ST a1 1 IR Jabvelt © | TS F Fieme=T & War an] &1 &1
U1 ¢ 8, A AR e R T sl

At the moment, however, the Jamaat is far from introducing Shariah law in Bangladesh.
forereTe, STHTT TieTe =T # IRAT HT9H AN H1 I HTH! R 2|

Its immediate goal is to focus on the transition of power from the interim government to
the BNP-led government.

YD AHTd A& AT TWRPHR A BNP-AJed aTell TRPIR dh T g¥aielR0l IR & 1 5|
It has already voiced its grievances, viewing the victory of the BNP as a warning sign.

T U5 g1 3ruit RIeTad e &1 § SiR BNP Ft Siid & Aarait Havd T 8|

Ameer Shafiqur Rahman says his party is disappointed by the outcome.

3R HIPR T Hed ¢ fb I urdf ufvume @ PR g |

He blames authorities for being biased against his party.

d WRIRI IR Y&UTd &1 3R T g |

“We are not satisfied with the process surrounding the election results,” he said after the
party-led Islamist bloc got an unprecedented 77 seats.

“gH g1 URomTH) it afthar & Iy T 8 S2R Bl 9 Ui dTel STAmard! Teae
T YA 77 Wi e

“From candidates of the 11-party alliance narrowly and suspiciously losing in various
constituencies, to repeated inconsistencies and fabrications in unofficial result
announcements, the Election Commission’s reluctance to publish voter turnout
percentages, and indications that a section of the administration leaned towards a major
party... aII this undoubtedly raises serious questions about the integrity of the results
process.”

“11-GOY S & IFICaR! &1 T gR, 3FI=iie TRumel o srTfaar ok Tsafsar,
Prafae s a8 sifresT Td TR TR S §, 9iR I8 Tdhd & TR T Ue e e
a@uﬁ%u&rﬁwgwm..agwui’wmuﬁmaﬂﬁm&mwmﬂ?wm%r’

Along with the national election, voters were asked to decide on an ambitious
constitutional reform package under the July National Charter (Constitutional
Amendment) Implementation Order, 2025.

T T & 1Y, AT | TS e a1 (R SRt STt S,
2025 $meﬁﬁmﬁ$ﬁmﬂﬁwﬁ0&rmﬁﬁwnm

The citizens voted ‘yes’ in favour of it.

TR A $Hb ya # gr dic e

The proposed changes in the referendum include establishing a neutral interim
government for the electoral period, restructuring the current parliament into a bicameral
legislature, increasing women’s representation, strengthening judicial independence, and
introducing a two-term limit for the Prime Minister.

S TUE § URaifad scaral § gATa rafy & fore frsge siafvw TReR, T & fgie-a
TRIT § geo, Afgansi &1 ufaf-ifta dgm, =afie Tadadar aegd 341, 3R Tt
& fore gt srdeTa W =N §|

“Parliament is the supreme organ and laws are made by Parliament. The referendum wants
changes in the parliamentary system. Nothing like that will be allowed (by Parliament
members),” says Chowdhury of the BNP.

TG qdTe HRIT § 3R T IS T ¢ | SHHd T8 T gorelt ® ggard ared g
T oo W (@rel grY) SAfd e < S BNP & et FEd B

On the other hand, Jamaat has made it clear that it wants the proposed referendum to
incorporate the July Charter into the 1972 Constitution of Bangladesh.

ORY 3R, STHTE A W 341 § fs 98 SFHd TUg & URATd Bl 1972 & SiaTeRT dfaurd #
SIS ATSY XA A & T4 F T@dl 2|

With the BNP planning to make its position clear, the Jamaat seeking to assert its
parliamentary strength and secure a greater role in national politics and India-
Bangladesh relations, and Awami League cadres mobilising for a potential confrontation,
Dhaka looks less like the site of a concluded electoral contest and more like the staging
ground for another political showdown.

ST81 BNP 301 fRUfd T X BT AIoHT o1 381 3, FTHT SU-1 HHEHa arevd SR gt
SIS T YRE-aareRr Hae o 5t yffreT argdl €, iR smandt e srdewal g
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THG & oTU e X8 7, T T STT Udh JHIW gA1d DI oiTE HH 3R U U TSI-ifab wad &
T Sifie femar g1

o “Wearein awar zone,” Kaiser says. “We just had an election. But we might soon end up with

areal conflict.”

TH TS G QAT T, PR Pped g1 “31f A1d g3 B, Afh Siee &) gH arafd® ¥uy § U

THA Gl

‘Weak by design’ African Union
gathers for summit in Ethiopia

Agence France Presse
ADDIS ABABA

The African Union (AU)
holds its annual summit in
Ethiopia this weekend at a
time of genocide, myriad
insurgencies and coups
stretching from one end of
the continent to the other,

for which it has few
answers.
The AU, formed in

2002, has 55 member
States who are often on op-
posing sides of conflicts.
They have routinely
blocked attempts to hand
real enforcement power to
the AU that could constrain
their action, leaving it un-
der-funded and
under-equipped.

It has missed successive
deadlines to make itself
self-funding — in 2020 and
2025. Today, it still relies
for 64% of its annual bud-

With 10 military coups in Africa since 2020, the AU has been forced
to ignore the rule that coup-leaders must not stand for polls. AFp

get on the United States
and European Union, who
are cutting back support.
Its Chairman, Mahmoud
Ali Youssouf, is reduced to
expressing “deep concern”
over the continent’s end-
less crises — from wars in
Sudan and the Democratic
Republic of Congo to insur-
gencies across the Sahel —
but with limited scope to
act. “At a time when the AU
is needed the most, it is ar-

guably at its weakest since
it was inaugurated,” said
the International Crisis
Group (ICG) in a recent
report.

With 10 military coups
in Africa since 2020, the
AU has been forced to ig-
nore the rule in its charter
that coup-leaders must not
stand for elections.

Meanwhile, there has
been no “deep concern”
over a string of elections

marred by rigging and ex-
treme violence. Mr. Yous-
souf was quick to congratu-
late Tanzania’s President
Samia Suluhu Hassan after
she won 98% in a vote in
October in which all lead-
ing opponents were barred
or jailed and thousands of
protesters were killed by
security forces. The AU
praised the “openness” of
an election in Burundi in
June described by Human
Rights Watch as “dominat-
ed by repression (and)
censorship”.

The problem, said Ben-
jamin Auge, of the French
Institute of International
Relations, is that few Afri-
can leaders care about
how they are viewed
abroad. “The African Un-
ion is weak because its
members want it that way,”
wrote two academics for
The Conversation last year.

‘Weak by design’ African Union gathers for summit in Ethiopia

f3orea A 8 FHSR’ snble! Ju AT A Rrer awdq & fore vea

e The African Union (AU) holds its annual summit in Ethiopia this weekend at a time of
genocide, myriad insurgencies and coups stretching from one end of the continent to the
other, for which it has few answers

3P TY (AU) 3T Ieid
e, 99 Mg & Udh SR

T IT® U Sgd HH IHHUH §

e The AU, formed in 2002, has 55 member States who are often on opposing sides of conflicts

H 3gT aiffer RRER T T THT H Sford R

2002 # Tf3d AU & 55 HEEI G/ 3, Sl SRR TGNl H Th-gux & foRIe vl H g §

e They have routinely blocked attempts to hand real enforcement power to the AU that could

constrain their action, leaving it under-funded and under-equipped

Ieii Faftid =0 ¥ AU &1 aRafde yada Wfed <1 & T &1 AT ], S 30! BRArsal B

it B Topa A, o g8 sryaied faaafya oik eryafed SaTe= are 8 T g
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e It has missed successive deadlines to make itself self-funding — in 2020 and 2025
0 W-faaiftd 599 &t aaR THg-AE — 2020 3R 2025 — -t S §

e Today, it still relies for 64% of its annual budget on the United States and European Union,
who are cutting back support
3fret +ff T8 3o a1 SoTe BT 64% T g AT R gRIMH g W MRk Fxarg, o
T FA IR IE 8

e |ts Chairman, Mahmoud Ali Youssouf, is reduced to expressing “deep concern” over the
continent’s endless crises — from wars in Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo to
insurgencies across the Sahel — but with limited scope to act
TS feHe UgHg el TW HeTEU & g Yahel — G 3R Suikfesd NufRrs sifw
Wﬁ%g@@éﬁﬂ@ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁzﬁaw R Had “TegS fiar ad w3 d& Hifird 38 T
&, STafdh HIRATs Bt oIeY 9gd HH §

o “At atime when the AU is needed the most, it is arguably at its weakest since it was
inaugurated,” said the International Crisis Group (ICG) in a recent report

SR ISR U (ICG) A gTferar RRUiE & FeT, o IHg AU &1 T i Sfa=addr
2, 3! 9T T8 31U T3 & d1¢ ¥ YHId: o HHeR (RUfd T g7

e With 10 military coups in Africa since 2020, the AU has been forced to ignore the rule in its
charter that coup-leaders must not stand for elections

2020 ¥ 37§ T 3MHIDT H 10 V=T TEATYAE T & HRUI, AU I 30 A1EX & 39 a9 B
3 R TSt § S aeATyee & A4 g9 e 7S ghd

o Meanwhile, there has been no “deep concern” over a string of elections marred by rigging
and extreme violence

ﬁg&ﬁngﬁg eierelt 3R Sreafie & I yuifad g6l &1 U Jaa R S1s et friar o gt

e Mr. Youssouf was quick to congratulate Tanzania’s President Samia Suluhu Hassan after
she won 98% in a vote in October in which all leading opponents were barred or jailed and
thousands of protesters were killed by security forces
ot g 7 SagaR H §U S 1A & S1c duT-1ar Pt APUFd AT GIg g9 DI Jid §UT8
&, for 9 3 98% T ey, Wﬂﬁmﬁﬂmaﬁmm@aﬁwmwmaﬁ?
& T gRT SR HaRHHTRG! B AR fodl Tt e

o The AU praised the “openness” of an election in Burundi in June described by Human
Rights Watch as “dominated by repression (and) censorship”
AU A 5[ § §¥81 ¥ §U 3H gA1d $i “GATTT o [Tl U= D, ol g8 Iged did A g
(3MR) AT A Uy FTaT T

e The problem, said Benjamin Auge, of the French Institute of International Relations, is
that few African leaders care about how they are viewed abroad
% $feyge e SexvHa Ravid & S 3T A He1 i T g8 § i sga od
3{TBIHT AT 3 S B URATE B ¢ b 30 QR B B T ofrl §

o “The African Union is weak because its members want it that way,” wrote two academics for
The Conversation last year

fed o g wauz & fau forad gu 3 Rrenfaey 3 foran, “snpta wa HHIR § Fifd 39®
oW I U1 g1 7@ IR &7
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faiusit A srepTeiie Sd 3R I F S B |@rE ured & ddle] R 9=l Bt
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e 9@ gieT & forg Txnfaa feznfad=n R rRe1 A wer uftvuz St foean
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First part of Budget Session ends;
Parliament to reconvene in March

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The stormy first leg of Par-
liament’s Budget Session
ended on Friday with Con-
gress president and Leader
of the Opposition Mallikar-
jun Kharge criticising the
removal of portions of his
speech from the Rajya Sab-
ha records.

Noting that large parts
of his speech on February
4 during the debate on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President’s Address were
expunged from records, he
said it was “against democ-
racy and freedom of
speech”.

The second part of the
Budget Session will start
on March 9, and the ses-
sion is scheduled to con-
clude on April 2.

Raising the matter of ex-
punction at the start of
Question Hour, Mr. Kharge
said the deleted portions
included criticism of go-
vernment policies and
even factual statements.

“I sincerely request that
those portions of my
speech be reinstated, as
they do not contain any
unparliamentary or defa-
matory words, nor do they
violate Rule 261. Removing
such a large portion of my
speech goes against de-
mocracy and the freedom
of speech,” he said.

Chairperson C.P. Rad-

Dissent note: Leader of the Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge speaks
in the Rajya Sabha on Friday. SANSAD TV fPTI

hakrishnan declined his re-
quest, saying, “This is not
right, this is not democrat-
ic, you are instructing the
Chair”

Trade deal and memoir

The acrimonious session
was dominated by clashes
over the speech by the
Leader of the Opposition
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul
Gandhi, on the India-U.S.
interim trade deal and his
insistence on quoting from
Four Stars of Destiny, the
unreleased memoir of
former Army chief General
M.M. Naravane (retd),
about an incident during
the 2020 India-China
conflict.

The Chair disallowed
the excerpts, triggering re-
peated protests, adjourn-
ments, and the suspension
of eight Opposition MPs for
unruly conduct. Mr. Gand-
hi was not allowed to com-

plete his speech during the
discussion on the Motion
of Thanks to the Presi-
dent’s Address.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi skipped the cus-
tomary reply in the Lok
Sabha after Speaker Om
Birla advised him to do so,
citing “specific information
that women MPs could re-
sort to an unexpected act
that would lower the digni-
ty of his office”. The Prime
Minister later replied to the
debate in the Rajya Sabha.

The confrontation esca-
lated further when the Op-
position parties submitted
a notice seeking Mr. Birla’s
removal as Speaker for al-
legedly conducting the
proceedings in a blatantly
manner, while BJP MP
Nishikant Dubey gave not-
ice for a substantive mo-
tion against Mr. Gandhi ov-
er his remarks.

Since the Opposition’s

notice against the Speaker,
Mr. Birla has stayed away
from presiding over the
proceedings.  However,
protests and disruptions
continued over various is-
sues. On Friday, the Lower
House witnessed an ad-
journment during the
Question Hour as the Op-
position demanded resig-
nation of Union Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri over his name alleged-
ly figuring in the Epstein
files.

Union Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Kiren Rijiju
had earlier said the govern-
ment would bring a privi-
lege motion against Mr.
Gandhi for making a se-
rious allegation against Mr.
Puri without giving prior
notice. However, a major
portion of Mr. Gandhi’s
speech has been already
removed from the records.

On Friday, Mr. Rijiju said
the government would not
bring a separate motion as
a private member had al-
ready submitted one.

Amid the turmoil, Par-
liament passed a Bill to
amend the Industrial Rela-
tions Code, the only legis-
lation cleared in the first
leg of the session. Both
Houses have been ad-
journed for a three-week
recess to allow depart-
ment-related standing
committees to examine
budgetary allocations.

First part of Budget Session ends; Parliament to reconvene in March

g9l T BT Ugdl HIT GHTW; I A" A fhe & ao7ht
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e First part of Budget Session ends; Parliament to reconvene in March
Solc 3 &1 Ugdl HITT THTW; T9e Ard § iR § 93+t

o The stormy first leg of Parliament’s Budget Session ended on Friday with Congress
president and Leader of the Opposition Mallikarjun Kharge criticising the removal of
portions of his speech from the Rajya Sabha records.
I & Fole T HT IYT-YYT HRT UGl IR0 YEHhaR B! JHIE 3T, 5Td BT reded 3R Adm
gfaues AT e A ISTAUT & YA I 3D UV & $ 6xd! Bl g oI Bt
ST Bl |

o Noting that large parts of his speech on February 4 during the debate on the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s Address were expunged from records, he said it was “against
democracy and freedom of speech”.
35 $gl o 4 BREH B! AP & ATHUTIOT TR Y=IaTE IRATT TR I8 & GRIF ST HIS0T
& 73 R Rl T ge Y, St “dfpas 3R Sifiraafad &) wadaar & faere g1

e The second part of the Budget Session will start on March 9, and the session is scheduled
to conclude on April 2.
oI T BT GIRT U 9 HTH I L= gNT 3R T & 2 i & JHT 81 &1 JUTET ¢ |

e Raising the matter of expunction at the start of Question Hour, Mr. Kharge said the deleted
portions included criticism of government policies and even factual statements.
UHDTA b Y31 H [ &1 Gl I3Td §U o1 WS A gl fob T Y 3l §f bR bl
il BT sireta SR Ig1 e % deards saH i nfie 31

o ‘| sincerely request that those portions of my speech be reinstated, as they do not contain any
unparliamentary or defamatory words, nor do they violate Rule 261. Removing such a large
portion of my speech goes against democracy and the freedom of speech,” he said.
B SAMSRT ¥ SRIY T § [ TR U9 & d R a1 fpe o, aaife 314 ois +ft eriwdig
Il AFRIH®RS Weg el &, 3R 781 3 Frad 261 &1 Ieeiad H3d & | TR HINUT BT ST ST
=T g diwad SR sifieafad &1 Wdal & fIATs §,” S5 Hell

e Chairperson C.P. Radhakrishnan declined his request, saying, “This is not right, this is not
democratic, you are instructing the Chair.”
FHTIRY W A, TUTHW I ITPT 3FRY FHIA 8T HE, U8 &1 Te] 8, T Albdliied Te1 8,
3T 3 B e S B P

Trade deal and memgir
TYR FHST 3R TR0

e The acrimonious session was dominated by clashes over the speech by the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, on the India-U.S. interim trade deal and his
insistence on quoting from Four Stars of Destiny, the unreleased memoir of former Army
chief General M.M. Naravane (retd), about an incident during the 2020 India-China
cone ict.

H¢ T 8 AeauT A Aar ufauet wga M & URd-ARST Siafvy AR Jushd W HIwoy
3R BR TRt 3w SfEeit, 7d I U6 9+Rd TH.UH. TR0 ([QTge) &1 USRI
STHHUT H 2020 YRA-FI TTY B TP T TR IS & Bt oG B AR <hv1d ST 6T

e The Chair disallowed the excerpts, triggering repeated protests, adjournments, and the

suspension of eight Opposition MPs for unruly conduct.

ST 32N BI 3Afd et f, o IR-aR faRly, R SR SRR TRl & T 3re
faueh aiagl &1 e gol

e Mr. Gandhi was not allowed to complete his speech during the discussion on the Motion of
Thanks to the President’s Address.
RTPUfd & SFUHTIT IR Y=IaTE URTa WR <71 & GRT 41 Tel Y 30T HTNUT qR1 = B
Al T8l § S|

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi skipped the customary reply in the Lok Sabha after Speaker
Om Birla advised him to do so, citing “specific information that women MPs could resort
to an unexpected act that would lower the dignity of his oce”.

guTER g A& A dreayn § und wiare gt foar, wife wftey oty farer 3 3% T4
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A B I8 4, I8 Fed g¢ & IRk arert 2 f afgar e #13 s #eu 3a1
ol g, o 39 ug &t 1w H1 g Jhdt 817

The Prime Minister later replied to the debate in the Rajya Sabha.

YYMHEA = 1 H IsaqHT T 989 &1 Sa9 fea|

The confrontation escalated further when the Opposition parties submitted a notice seeking
Mr. Birla’s removal as Speaker for allegedly conducting the proceedings in a blatant
manner, while BJP MP Nishikant Dubey gave notice for a substantive motion against Mr.
Gandhi over his remarks.

THIG A9 3R 9¢ 1 od fquelt galf A Hiid T J HRidE! & G dR R IaH & RIg F
TWew & ©u H o faver &1 ge™ & 77 oxd gu Aifey fean, safd yrerr wivg AR
ga 3 ot icht ot Fewfort o1 AR 31 R 31 TReTa 1 Aifed e

Since the Opposition’s notice against the Speaker, Mr. Birla has stayed away from presiding
over the proceedings.

iR & e fQuer & Aifew & a1e I At faven Friar! &1 sreed ¥ R W &

However, protests and disruptions continued over various issues.

gTaifep, fafta gf o farly 3R ™ oIk g |

On Friday, the Lower House witnessed an adjournment during the Question Hour as the
Opposition demanded resignation of Union Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri over
his name allegedly ¢ guring in the Epstein ¢ les.

IEPAR S| UHHTA & SR F=rad Ted J R gafT, i fauer 3 Tud wised & &id
Y J M 3 R He deiferan Wt gediu Rig 18t & st ot A ot

Union Parliamentary Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju had earlier said the government would
bring a privilege motion against Mr. Gandhi for making a serious allegation against Mr. Puri
without giving prior notice.

Sura THEg H1d wAt fpva Rfre A ugel Hg1 U1 fb bR o1 gd o f gt iR winiR
3RIY A & fo off e & RaeTws faRIwierepR veara wmeeth

However, a major portion of Mr. Gandhi’s speech has been already removed from the
records.

grerifp, oft Tieht & wiwor %1 59T foww ugd 8 Repls 9 el faar i g

On Friday, Mr. Rijiju said the government would not bring a separate motion as a private
member had already submitted one.

IpaR & it RIS 3 w81 {5 RaR srer wrara 78 ameft, Fifes T foh v uga 8
TG STHT R GHT g |

Amid the turmoil, Parliament passed a Bill to amend the Industrial Relations Code, the only
legislation cleared in the « rst leg of the session.

IYA-GYd & §9, T¢ A e ey Tfgan 3 Ixie= & fore ue fadgs oikd fasa, <t 9=
% Ugel IRUTH UIRd 8 aTel UhHTE fagusd ol

Both Houses have been adjourned for a three-week recess to allow department-related
standing committees to examine budgetary allocations.

QI e Bl dIF A8 & SaPI=T & fore RIFTT & feam 1 g, a1fds faumT-Hefda wirht
o STt el &t S B I |
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Telecom service providers
do not own spectrum: SC

Court says operators cant list spectrum as an asset for insolvency or liquidation; says it is a scarce

natural resource owned by people of India, with legal title vesting exclusively in the Union of India

Krishnadas Rajago
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Friday laid
down that telecom

service providers (TSPs)
do not own spectrum, a
precious and finite public
resource meant to be used
for the common good of
all, and cannot include it
among their pool of “as-
sets” for insolvency or
liquidation.

A Bench of Justices P.S.
Narasimha and Atul Chan-
durkar held that Insolven-
cy and Bankruptcy Code
(IBC) excludes any assets
over which a corporate
debtor has no ownership
rights.

“Mere recognition of
spectrum licensing rights
as an intangible asset by
TSPs in the financial state-
ments is not conclusive of
their ownership, as it only
represents control over fu-
ture economic benefits,”
Justice Narasimha clarified
the law.

The court said spec-
trum was a scarce natural
resource owned by the pe-
ople of India, with legal tit-
le vesting exclusively in the
Union of India, which
holds it in trust for the pu-
blic. “Licensees acquire no
proprietary interest in
spectrum,” Justice Nara-
simha, who authored the

Mere recognition of
spectrum licensing

rights as an intangible asset by
-, TSPsin the financial statements is
not conclusive of their ownership,
as it only represents control over
future economic benefits

JUSTICE P.S. NARASIMHA

judgment, underscored.

‘Limited privilege’

The mere grant of spec-
trum under a licence does
not mean a complete
transfer of a finite natural
resource from the Union
government to a TSP. “It
confers only a limited,
conditional and revocable
privilege to use spectrum,
subject to statutory re-
quirements, licence condi-
tions and overriding pu-
blic interest,” Justice
Narasimha clarified.

The court observed that
the Union as the owner
and trustee of spectrum
on the one hand and the
Telecom Regulatory Auth-
ority of India (TRAI) as the
regulator on the other, oc-
cupy the entire province of
telecommunications.

“The statutory regime
under IBC cannot be per-
mitted to make inroads in-
to the telecom sector and
rewrite and restructure
the rights and liabilities

arising out of administra-
tion, usage, and transfers
of spectrum which operate
under exclusive legal re-
gime concerning telecom-
munications. The dishar-
mony caused by applying
IBC to the telecom sector
which operates under a
different legal regime was
never intended by the Par-
liament,” the court noted.

On corporate debtors

The verdict is the culmina-
tion of a train of events dat-
ing back to the grant of te-
lecom licences to
corporate debtors — Aircel
Limited, Aircel Cellular Li-
mited and Dishnet Wire-
less Limited — by the De-
partment of
Telecommunications un-
der Unified Access Service
Licences (UASL). Domestic
lenders, including the
State Bank of India (SBI),
had extended loan facili-
ties to the corporate deb-
tors for acquisition of
rights to use spectrum.

Telecom service providers do not own spectrum: SC

SXETR AT YSAT WaeH & AP 81 8 Gy B

e Court says operators can't list spectrum as an asset for insolvency or liquidation; says it is a
scarce natural resource owned by people of India, with legal title vesting exclusively in the

Union of India

3{aTeld = el b 3iTReR faarerara ar aRTHTH 3 R WeeH o1 YUy & w0 § Teflag el

Eventually, the corporate
debtors failed to pay the li-
cence fee. When the DoT
attempted to recover these
amounts, the debtors in-
voked the IBC for a volun-
tary corporate insolvency
resolution process.

The top court’s judg-
ment was based on a series
of separate appeals filed by
the SBI and others against
a 2021 National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) judgment requir-
ing the TSPs undergoing
insolvency to clear statuto-
ry dues to the DoT before
transferring or selling
spectrum under the IBC.

Friday’s judgment
made it clear that the spec-
trum cannot be brought
under the IBC framework.
The TSPs did not own
spectrum in the first place
to sell it. Besides, the top
court made it clear that the
DoT dues owed by the
TSPs were not “operation-
al debts” under the IBC.

“Licence fees and spec-
trum usage charges arise
from the grant of a sove-
reign privilege and repre-
sent regulatory considera-
tion, not payment for
goods or services. The re-
lationship between the Un-
ion and the licensee is that
of sovereign licensor and
licensee, not a commercial
creditor-debtor relation-
ship,” the court held.

PR GPhd; T8 YRA & AN P W e T gotH UTghfes T @, e BT i
Iy ®U § yRa Iy F AR 2

e The Supreme Court of India on Friday laid down that telecom service providers (TSPs) do
not own spectrum, a precious and finite public resource meant to be used for the common
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good of all, and cannot include it among their pool of “assets” for insolvency or liquidation.
T F1E 3 YHaR $! F8T o RIYTR a1 UeldT (TSPs) WaeH & Hifeds gl o, o gt &
TS fed & forg IuiT fora S a1 Ueh Joua™ 3R Tfid Arao—e Sered g, 3iR 39
fEarteraT= a1 aREHYA & forg ot Ul & =miid Ta] B 9ahd |

e A Bench of Justices P.S. Narasimha and Atul Chandurkar held that Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) excludes any assets over which a corporate debtor has no
ownership rights.

TH. RIRAET 3R Sgd dgedHR &1 U6 = Fg1 [ fearferara= s wormes
a&mmw%m(lsqaqmﬁuhﬂumﬁwm%mm%@ﬁmmwwﬁa
3ifRIBR TE B

o “Mere recognition of spectrum licensing rights as an intangible asset by TSPs in the financial
statements is not conclusive of their ownership, as it only represents control over future
economic benefits,” Justice Narasimha clarified the law.

[ TRIAT A B WY HRd gU Fel, “Taxiig faaxon & TSPs gRT WaeH AT SHfIGRT
B T S JURT & =0 & AT ¢AT W 1 FHulides JHT T8l 5, Rilfd I8 had Hias &
31 i &R A &t g=ifar g1

e The court said spectrum was a scarce natural resource owned by the people of India, with
legal title vesting exclusively in the Union of India, which holds it in trust for the public.

SHETAd A gl fh WagH YRd & ANl & W1 ITdl Uh gad Ui S ©, foradsT Sl
Wit AR 0§ 4R G9 F R4 2, o 59 oFaT & [T 0% & &9 F 4RO BT 2

e “Licensees acquire no proprietary interest in spectrum,” Justice Narasimha, who authored the
judgment, underscored.

THoa forem ara < fd RRweT A Yw@ifed [, “asduuRe! o Waed & s Wiftd
3{fYpR vTed g granl”

‘Limited privilege’

i it

e The mere grant of spectrum under a licence does not mean a complete transfer of a finite
natural resource from the Union government to a TSP.

& dgd WagH 1 71 Srdc $9b1 32 T8I ¢ fob HfAet Urepferep Te b1 quf gaieRyr
YR WHR ¥ B TSP &I g1 T ¢

e ‘It confers only a limited, conditional and revocable privilege to use spectrum, subject to
statutory requirements, licence conditions and overriding public interest,” Justice Narasimha
clarified.

It "R A WY fodn, “ag Had dUT-dh STaRaearshi, AU Xdi iR FaraR qdsHe
?ﬁ%sﬁﬁq@a@%ﬁt{creﬂﬂwwﬁlﬁﬁ, TR 3R R o3 A faRWIfIeR e &var
"

e The court observed that the Union as the owner and trustee of spectrum on the one hand and
the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) as the regulator on the other, occupy the
entire province of telecommunications.

JETAd A Fel [ Th 3R HRT g WaeH HT WH 3R T § 3R IR 3R eftera e
TR (TRAI) A 2, 3R I e qReaR & TX &7 & F1afid s 2|

e “The statutory regime under IBC cannot be permitted to make inroads into the telecom sector
and rewrite and restructure the rights and liabilities arising out of administration, usage, and
transfers of spectrum which operate under exclusive legal regime concerning
telecommunications,” the court noted.

SIGTEd = HT, “IBC & d8d dUTP G B gRudR &7 H §IaY I 3R U=, STINT 3R
WaeH & IR ¥ I0F BRI 3R @ B! gARId 3R Gifed H3a &I srafa a8t &t
ST hal, S gRUTR ¥ e Ua fARIE I sFawi & dgd e gld g 1”

e “The disharmony caused by applying IBC to the telecom sector which operates under a
different legal regime was never intended by the Parliament,” the court noted.

JCTAd - BT fh T 31T BT TG & dgd AaTId gRudR &7 IR IBC ARL HRA F S
ST G o1 3= St 81 ot
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On corporate debtors

0

The verdict is the culmination of a train of events dating back to the grant of telecom licences
to corporate debtors — Aircel Limited, Aircel Cellular Limited and Dishnet Wireless Limited —
by the Department of Telecommunications under Unified Access Service Licences (UASL).
g el I eISH o) e 1 IR §, e BT gREAR [AUT gRT gRhEs ey
T AT (UASL) & T8d HRURE SAGRT — TR fAfiics, TaRAd Yeger faffes ok
ST IR fafiics — & QIR sy fou o ¥ g3 ot

Domestic lenders, including the State Bank of India (SBI), had extended loan facilities to the
corporate debtors for acquisition of rights to use spectrum.

YRAG We 9F (SBI) TRd W HBUGEst 3 WaeH I & fABR U B & o
HRURE GER] B BT JIAUTE UaH &1 ff|

Eventually, the corporate debtors failed to pay the licence fee.

3fdd: HRURE GER AT Yedb BT YA H | fawd I3 |

When the DoT attempted to recover these amounts, the debtors invoked the IBC for a
voluntary corporate insolvency resolution process.

S GREAR fAURT (DoT) 7 37 R &t a1 yar fovan, df SeR) 3 Wiwss HRuRe
feanferaraT TaTeT ufshar o fog 1IBC &1 gRT fern|

The top court’s judgment was based on a series of separate appeals filed by the SBI and
others against a 2021 National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) judgment
requiring the TSPs undergoing insolvency to clear statutory dues to the DoT before
transferring or selling spectrum under the IBC.
2 srarerd &1 g8 vy B SR 31 gRT 2021 IER HUA ST ey AT or
(NCLAT) & Budl & RITTh GRR SIehT-3faT Sdtell ot Raar uR e o, forad feanferara=
ggvﬁﬁmps ®I IBC & dgd WaeH RIFIARd A1 99 J Ugd DoT & dUT-d SHT g Pl
T U1l

Friday's judgment made it clear that the spectrum cannot be brought under the IBC
framework.

YEHAR & B - WY R 31 {6 WaeH & IBC g & ded -Ta! ardn Sff Javal|
The TSPs did not own spectrum in the first place to sell it.

TSPs & ORI = Y Bl WagH o Wi ol ol foh d 34 o9 T |

Besides, the top court made it clear that the DoT dues owed by the TSPs were not
“operational debts” under the IBC.

TP 3(ATdI, MY 37eTerd A WY {1 foh TSPs §RT DoT &1 ¢4 §&MT IBC & dgd “ORmaH
UG ]

“Licence fees and spectrum usage charges arise from the grant of a sovereign privilege and
represent regulatory consideration, not payment for goods or services,” the court held.
3fSTAd A HET, “ATHY Yeob 3R WaeH ITANT Yoob U TUY FARAWIAGR & e ¥ Iad
B © 3R A Frames ufawea &1 ufaffea #Rd €, 7 fos axgaft a1 Jarstt & g Y1

“The relationship between the Union and the licensee is that of sovereign licensor and
licensee, not a commercial creditor-debtor relationship,” the court held.

ST A FHeT, “HRd T 3R ARATYRY & S et Y AgIgardm 3R AATYRY &1 8,
fo TTAIRIP ATGR-GaR BIl”
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India tested, from U.S. sanctions to one-sided trade deal
Qs

espite all the fanfare and furore in
Parliament, it may be premature to
celebrate or criticise the India-United
States Bilateral Trade Agreement,
simply because it has not yet been forged. Yet,
last week’s announcement of a “Framework for
an Interim Agreement on reciprocal trade”
(where the agreement itself is expected to be
announced in the next few weeks), follows a
procedure and a path that should be disquieting
for all. While the baseline objective for the
Narendra Modi government must be to enhance
the Indian economy, and ease the unbearable
burden that the U.S. Trump administration had
imposed on it through 50% tariffs, the question it
must ask is this: how, and at what cost? The
Indian government must consider if this will be
the template for all other India-U.S. agreements,
strategic, economic or defence in the future.

America’s unilateral announcements

Every announcement on the deal thus far has
been made by Washington unilaterally, with New
Delhi racing to play catch-up. The first sign that
the two countries had agreed on going ahead
with negotiations that began in February 2025
came from a social media post by U.S. President
Donald Trump on February 2, 2026. In it, he
furnished several details of his conversation with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, all of which were
incorporated into the Joint Statement and
Executive Orders issued on February 6 — claims
that Mr. Modi agreed to stop buying Russian oil,
and to buy “much more” oil from the U.S.; that
India would reduce tariffs and non-tariff barriers
against the U.S. to “Zero” in return for 18% U.S.
tariffs on Indian goods, and that Mr. Modi
committed to “buy American” products to the
tune of $500 billion.

Mr. Modi’s post that followed only divulged
that the U.S. tariffs would be reduced. Four days
later (U.S. time, 4 a.m.), Washington released the
joint statement and two executive orders, on
Russia and Iran, and subsequently a “Fact Sheet”.
The Press Information Bureau released the joint
statement a few hours later. The government has
since refused to engage with the other documents
in its public comments. But the entire manner of
bringing out a “joint statement” unilaterally, begs
this question. Who is calling the shots?

Mr. Trump’s Executive Orders pertaining to
Russian oil, they are in fact part of the same raft.
Mr. Trump’s Truth Social post, the documents
released on February 6, and the White House
Fact Sheet issued on February 10 all present them
together.

The U.S. makes it clear that it rescinded 25%
punitive tariffs on India (imposed in August
2025), under three understandings: that India
would stop buying Russian oil; that it had already
begun to do so, and that the U.S. would impose
tariffs again if India were to resume Russian oil
supplies. Mr. Trump has even set up a panel of
his top officials to monitor India’s oil intake. What
is perhaps even more surprising is that the order
states that India has agreed to “align sufficiently
with the United States on national security,
foreign policy, and economic matters”.

The Indian government has not so far denied
any of these claims, instead issuing long
statements outlining India’s energy sourcing
priorities and the need to diversify its supply
sources On the ground, the trends are clear:
India’s imports of Russian oil have been reducing
since November 2025, and oil purchases in
December 2025 crashed to 38-month lows. From
40% of its oil intake in 2024, Russia now accounts
for 25%.

Contrary to External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar’s assertion that India would put cheap
oil for its consumers at the highest priority, and
his Ministry’s characterisation of the U.S.’s
punitive tariffs as “unfair, unjustified and
unreasonable”, India is now buying less Russian
oil, just as the discounts on it get larger. Other
concessions, such as the zeroing of tariffs in
several sectors, and the promise to buy American
goods worth $500 billion require further scrutiny.
Buying U.S. goods in such large volumes would
leave limited space for imports from other trading
partners, and offering Washington terms not
extended to countries that have only recently
concluded trade agreements with India. These
include the European Union, the European Free
Trade Association, and New Zealand and would
likely prompt questions from them.

Needless to say, the developing world, or the
Global South, that once cheered India’s refusal to
back down in the face of non-United Nations,
unilateral sanctions, will be watching closely. As a

American and American-controlled Venezuelan
oil, for India to give up the Chabahar port project
and all trade with Iran.

If New Delhi agrees to all these, it will not only
lose respect and goodwill with the countries in
question (where India had promised to increase
trade and investment) but also its credibility as a
buyer and supplier in the market worldwide. This
could prove particularly awkward for India as it
prepares to host this year’s BRICS summit, with
the leaders of Russia, Iran and other
developing-world partners expected to attend.

The next question New Delhi must ask itself is
this. If the only way to do business with the U.S.
involves the acceptance of “unfair, unjustified
and unreasonable” measures such as tariffs, then
what does this mean for strategic relations with
the U.S.? Will every agreement on strategic ties,
including on defence deals, military alignment,
the Quad (India, Australia, Japan, the U.S.) and
the Indo-Pacific, counter-terrorism and India’s
neighbourhood follow this pattern? Not only have
the U.S’s deals with Pakistan and Bangladesh
underscored Washington’s limited regard for
India’s interests in the neighbourhood, but its
insistence that India end Russian oil imports,
curtail trade with Iran, and halt development of
Chabahar would only further benefit China. It is
worth noting that India is the only country that
the U.S. imposed 25% punitive tariffs for Russian
oil on, while China and Tiirkiye are among other
major buyers. In 2022, Mr. Modi’s refusal to
criticise Russia for the invasion of Ukraine
publicly was seen as a compulsion of India’s ties
with Russia — abandoning its principles of
territorial integrity in favour of pragmatism. In
2026, giving up Russian oil as a compulsion of
India’s ties with the U.S. is neither principled, nor
pragmatic.

On India’s standing

Finally, the repercussions of this deal could inflict
the greatest damage on India’s principles of
strategic autonomy, multi-alignment and
multipolarity, as it would narrow India’s options
rather than diversify them — not just in energy
procurement, trade, and connectivity but also in
its broader global relationships. In 2019, Mr. Modi
announced that India had rejected the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP),

The nuts and bolts of the eventual trade India’s result, understanding the U.S. deal’s impact on invoking “Mahatma Gandhi’s talisman test”,
regime being discussed, which includes tariffs, autonomy India’s diplomatic standing among other nations walking out of a deal that his government had
non-tariff barriers and market access can be and global is also vital. worked on for five years, citing discomfiture with
ccnus;llered 81;;‘1 later date when India and Lhil us. credibility A US. de i Chinese econurlir‘lljc dor;ﬂn?ﬂon. Confronted with
actually sign the “interim agreement” on trade, could be pattern of U.S. demans an agreement that makes far more egregious
as they are expected to next month. However, the | | 0o Lo g Should India accept the U.S.’s ultimatums to halt demands on India’s sovereign choices, it would
concessions given in order to secure the interim by i il I Russian oil imports, it would mirror its 2019 be surprising if the government did not subject
agreement are set out clearly, and are a major ¥ its uniatera approach of compliance on giving up Iranian and | the U.S. deal to additional scrutiny before
cause for concern. While the Ministry of External [r‘_’-‘“lj_le ﬁeal Venezuelan oil - resisting at first before finalising it.

with the

Affairs and Commerce and Industries Ministry
have sought to separate the trade agreement from

United States

ultimately yielding to U.S. pressure months later.
The U.S. is now pushing for India to buy

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in 4+

India tested, from U.S. sanctions to one-sided trade deal

3MARPT & ufade) A AHY THdIwh] ATIR FHSNA dP HIRd B TI&d

India—United States Bilateral Trade Agreement

HRA-HY e o4 fguafia SR qwsidar

o Despite all the fanfare and furore in Parliament, it may be premature to celebrate or criticise
the India-United States Bilateral Trade Agreement, simply because it has not yet been
forged.
wae o ot Tat ok TR & S1ave, YRA-igad o4 fgueha sarur augia &1 99 3
T STeraT dRAT 31t Sreaarel R, il T enft o Tt gen B

o Yet, last week’s announcement of a “Framework for an Interim Agreement on reciprocal
trade” (where the agreement itself is expected to be announced in the next few weeks),
follows a procedure and a path that should be disquieting for all.

52 1ff, el TTE “URER TR WR Sy IAghd & i & 9ivon (e o $9
U 1§ O g1 &1 IHIG §) U Ut fhan ofR A &1 uTad ot § ot aft & forg
IECIEECASBIGH Y

¢ While the baseline objective for the Narendra Modi government must be to enhance the
Indian economy, and ease the unbearable burden that the U.S. Trump administration had
imposed on it through 50% tariffs, the question it must ask is this: how, and at what cost?

BIclifeh NG HId) TRPR BT YT I HRATT feaawiT ! Foigd BT 3R

3mfe@t g
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TR §RT T T 50% W & 3RE-1g 911 1 HH I g1 A1fe T, Afeh waTd I8 o
a9, 3R frg PHIHd |R?

¢ The Indian government must consider if this will be the template for all other India-U.S.
agreements, strategic, economic or defence in the future.
YRAR TRBR ! [GaR &1 91y fos 1 g wiowy & it uRa-sfvet waghal, 9 3
R, e a1 xem ¥ IS 8, & e T T S|

America’s unilateral announcements

SARPT P THARBT Gryoume

e Every announcement on the deal thus far has been made by Washington unilaterally, with
New Delhi racing to play catch-up.

3§ IH T IHAA TR g YU FTIRATE §RT THaRWT i 7T ¢, 3R 3 feedt Uis § aradd
6T B BRI HR @I 3|

e The first sign that the two countries had agreed on going ahead with negotiations that began
in February 2025 came from a social media post by U.S. President Donald Trump on
February 2, 2026.

AT 2T GRT WA 2025 F & g aTdiaN B 3 S R GEHR B1 Ul Habel SR
PUfd SIHTTS §U & 2 BRaRt 2026 & WX HifSa1 uike 4 fore|

¢ Init, he furnished several details of his conversation with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, all

of which were incorporated into the Joint Statement and Executive Orders issued on
February 6 — claims that Mr. Modi agreed to stop buying Russian oil, and to buy “much
more” oil from the U.S.; that India would reduce tariffs and non-tariff barriers against the
U.S. to “Zero” in return for 18% U.S. tariffs on Indian goods, and that Mr. Modi committed
to “buy American” products to the tune of $500 billion.
S IBIH WU g W & 1Y 3O STadid & B [9avvl oy, o1 6 weast &1 art
Y T R SRIBRT et 7 A fobar T — 78 aran fo At =i det wliaTdq.
TR 3R SMARDT Y “agd 31 qd Wiled W YgHd gy, fb YR W ik Av-2fvw arumd
“RRP BT ea B HIRART agaii TR 18% SMAf¥at @R &, ok fas it 7 $500 8RE dd
“3HRPT ITE BRI B Ufdded ST |

e Mr. Modi’s post that followed only divulged that the U.S. tariffs would be reduced.

IS 91 HId! B URe § dhaa T8 gardl T & st 2fvw o frg s

e Four days later (U.S. time, 4 a.m.), Washington released the joint statement and two
executive orders, on Russia and Iran, and subsequently a “Fact Sheet”.
IR fa7 a1g (MRt gHy, graa;;aﬁ), IRATE 7 Yo FU 3R & FRAPRY MR, =F
M TAWR, AR TE A TS ¢ e ot Bt

e The Press Information Bureau released the joint statement a few hours later.
W T IRI A $S 6l 1G TG 9 SR} b |

e The government has since refused to engage with the other documents in its public
comments.

PR A 9 F U WIS [t # 37 axdraell IR €] 3 U STHR B 3

e But the entire manner of bringing out a “joint statement” unilaterally, begs this question.
Who is callmg the shots?

@r%é TGFT AT B THARBT ART B BT R IRIBT T8 Fald 331d1 § — Hoia s @
Y81 8?

e The nuts and bolts of the eventual trade regime being discussed, which includes tariffs,
non-tariff barriers and market access can be considered at a later date when India and
the U.S. actually sign the “interim agreement” on trade, as they are expected to next
month.

T § 317U 3ifa SaTuTR SaaRAT & Ha ded, forad e, AR arumd Sk a9k ugd
TR E, Wawﬁﬁmmwm%aamsﬁwrﬁﬁmmnﬁﬁwuwm
TSN TR SHER B |

e However, the concessions given in order to secure the interim agreement are set out
clearly, and are a major cause for concern.
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gTeTifh, SR THed B GRI&M H & fore & 775 feamad Wy w0 3 9mA § SR TR fiar
FTPRUIG

While the Ministry of External Affairs and Commerce and Industries Ministry have
sought to separate the trade agreement from Mr. Trump’s Executive Orders pertaining to
Russian oil, they are in fact part of the same raft.

gTeTifor faeT Hamerd 3R aTioTed Td ST HaATed 3 UTUR TG & ¢U & =4l ad 9
Tefrd PRIBRT TSN I 3T B B IR P ¢, IRd H d TP gl P e B

Mr. Trump’s Truth Social post, the documents released on February 6, and the White
House Fact Sheet issued on February 10 all present them together.

U DI TY WIS NS, 6 BRI B IRI Gxd1del, 3R 10 BRA™! I IR} gTge g8y hae e
— ot % UF 1Y UG R &

India—United States Bilateral Trade Agreement

YR o4 fuefta samuR wwgitan

The U.S. makes it clear that it rescinded 25% punitive tariffs on India (imposed in August
2025), under three understandings: that India would stop buying Russian oil; that it had
already begun to do so, and that the U.S. would impose tariffs again if India were to resume
Russian oil supplies.

= Wy fhar b 399 YRd TR @ITE T¢ 25%3@%%%(%2025)@%@
& d8d g [ URT T2t dd TRIGA1 5 BT fo I THT H=A1 U8 61 L& IR el 5, 3R
M YR S AT STl R IR el & At SR R & 2R |
Mr. Trump has even set up a panel of his top officials to monitor India’s oil intake.
U YR & ad AT S FRE & fu o= =t siftretivat &1 wes 9= off fed fasan 81
What is perhaps even more surprising is that the order states that India has agreed to “align
sufficiently with the United States on national security, foreign policy, and economic
matters”.
3R ¥ enarforTes 18 2 R e & gt T & i R <t R, R Ay o anfife
HTHA § ARSI & A1y g U & araaa” H|

The Indian government has not so far denied any of these claims, instead issuing long
statements outlining India’s energy sourcing priorities and the need to diversify its supply
sources.

YR TRPR 7 3{F I 39 a1al BT Wa el (bl ], Sfes URA BI SHott myfed wrufiraarait
3R i & fafafezo o1 sraxgemd R d¢ T9H oRI [ B

On the ground, the trends are clear: India’s imports of Russian oil have been reducing since
November 2025, and oil purchases in December 2025 crashed to 38-month lows.

ST TR TR M WP §: AGER 2025 J YR BT S A6 T °< 8T 7, AR fewar 2025 &
I T 38 HEH & forel 'R R UgE T |

From 40% of its oil intake in 2024, Russia now accounts for 25%.

2024 B H@ qd ATATA P 40% I 3d =4 B GRIGRT 25% I{ T8 ¢ |

Contrary to External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar’s assertion that India would put cheap
oil for its consumers at the highest priority, and his Ministry’s characterisation of the U.S.’s
punitive tariffs as “unfair, unjustified and unreasonable”, India is now buying less Russian
oil, just as the discounts on it get larger.

=T =t TH. SRRieR & 9 YA & [AuRId for URd oo Iuiadnsi & forg um da dar
TS ST, SR I HAT gRT AR SeTats <R P “3rgfd, sraaastive iR
TSN FATT 1 & Fa9E, HRA 3Hd HH FTH 96 TR 61 8, Saih 39 W Fe 96 el o
Other concessions, such as the zeroing of tariffs in several sectors, and the promise to
buy Amerlcan goods worth $500 billion require further scrutiny.

3 Feamad, S ®8 &E # RE B R BT, 3R $500 R & MRS A @A 31
arey, AR 3 S &) HiT B B

Buying U.S. goods in such large volumes would leave limited space for imports from other
trading partners, and offering Washington terms not extended to countries that have only
recently concluded trade agreements with India.

I St AETH SATYST GTHE TieA ¥ 3 SATUIRS HISieR] ¥ S| & forg Sifid =M
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TR, 3R FIRATE B TY 2t &1 1l 71 &1 H YIRS &A1Y TR [HS HRA aTdd G20 B
EHICIKIE]

e These include the European Union, the European Free Trade Association, and New
Zealand and would likely prompt questlons from them.
sﬂﬁqﬁtﬂuw AT gad SATIR T, 3R Yellds AW § 3R 3T I Jaid I B
U §

. Needless to say, the developing world, or the Global South, that once cheered India’s
refusal to back down in the face of non-United Nations unilateral sanctions, will be
watching closely.

Ig Del Saad g1 o faeresita fay a1 e A€y, e sl SgR g A IR &
THaR T Ufaael & Y- R & Gebl Y TR 1 ARIG b1 &, 3fd IRIeHT H G|

e As aresult, understanding the U.S. deal’s impact on India’s diplomatic standing among

other nations is also vital.

w%uagr%sﬁ%aﬁaarﬁﬁﬁmsﬁ%m YRA B Fe-lfae RS = yura gagm o
AUl g

A pattern of U.S. demands
U BT TP Ye

e Should India accept the U.S.’s ultimatums to halt Russian oil imports, it would mirror its
2019 approach of compliance on giving up Iranian and Venezuelan oil — resisting at first
before ultimately yielding to U.S. pressure months later.

It YRA T dd AR AP & [T SARPT &b iy & WHR Il §, 01 I8 2019 &
DI B! T oa ST ugd faRiy fovar fesT a1 & Mt gara & 3iiee 1+ 3
deEaTs 9 oS faan

e The U.S. is now pushing for India to buy American and American-controlled Venezuelan
oil, for India to give up the Chabahar port project and all trade with Iran.

g ARSI HRd R AR ik smfat-frafaa A9 Wi, ITEeR Ui
IR s 3R 331 & A1y G SATUR JHTE H3A $TSa1d 81 W 2|

o |f New Delhi agrees to all these, it will not only lose respect and goodwill with the countries
in question (where India had promised to increase trade and investment) but also its
credibility as a buyer and supplier in the market worldwide.

fe 5 farerit 571 il a1l & FgHd Bl 8, 1 98 7 o Hefd <M o WY FHI 3R Hegra=1
T ST (8T YR A ATUR 3R a2 sig™ &7 aret favar U afes affyes aoiR & WHER 3R
myfeferal & = § =it fagairgan «f @ &t

e This could prove particularly awkward for India as it prepares to host this year's BRICS
summit, with the leaders of Russia, Iran and other developing-world partners expected to
attend.
Ig YRA & fore faRy =0 ¥ 38wl A1fad 81 9ol § i a8 39 a4 & BRICS RRaw awie=
D AN B Rt o TeT 7, SaH T, I 3R 3 faprasiia 3= & arsier’y & Jan
A B

e The next question New Delhi must ask itself is this.
AT T ot 71 feweft 1 e | gu ey, e B

o |fthe only way to do business with the U.S. involves the acceptance of “unfair, unjustified
and unreasonable” measures such as tariffs, then what does this mean for strategic
relations with the U.S.?

I AT & 1Y ATIR HRA BT THHAH a1 “3fRId, aagie® iR srais-1g” Iural
S R B! WHR FAT 8, Al STBT SMANDT F HIY TP et & fow Fam arf g2

e Will every agreement on strategic ties, including on defence deals, military alignment, the
Quad (India, Australia, Japan, the U.S.) and the Indo-Pacific, counter-terrorism and
India’s neighbourhood follow this pattern?

1 TUHIfa® e U IS 8 qHeid, o Taim e, A= TGUT, TS (IR, STefordT,
mﬁmarﬁﬁm 3R ge)- AR, SrdpaTe- AR R URH BT USra A 2, 39 A F1
UTe B2
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¢ Not only have the U.S.’s deals with Pakistan and Bangladesh underscored Washington’s
limited regard for India’s interests in the neighbourhood, but its insistence that India end
Russian oil imports, curtail trade with Iran, and halt development of Chabahar would only
further benefit China.
IAfYHT & TfrwarE SR Iivares & ATy HEd - Usi § yRd & fial & ufa aflkime=
o W Riar o IIR o g, 3R YR T T A STATd AT B3, I & Y ATIR
Wiy B U1 TTER & [TBTY B Al BT B! fore Paa 1 B 3R A4 ug=me

e |tis worth noting that India is the only country that the U.S. imposed 25% punitive tariffs for
Russian oil on, while China and Turkiye are among other major buyers.

& ¢ A9 § 5 SAR®T A =l 96 & HRUT 25% GSTHS ¢RW Had YR TR T, Jafd
A 3R g o o8 WER B

e |n 2022, Mr. Modi’s refusal to criticise Russia for the invasion of Ukraine publicly was seen
as a compulsion of India’s ties with Russia — abandoning its principles of territorial integrity
in favour of pragmatism.

2022 H, Toh R &F & ATHHUI $I Ao+ ST F HIG & STHR Bl 0 & ATY UIRA
& Hae Bt AT 91 T — & rEedr & Rigidl B ATaeTedr & e H Il

e |n 2026, giving up Russian oil as a compulsion of India’s ties with the U.S. is neither
principled, nor pragmatic.
2026 T, W¥DT b Y el B! AR F =0 H T dd S - al Rygia amemika g, 7
gl ATaeIRS |

On India’s standing

HRd & fRIFT R

o Finally, the repercussions of this deal could inflict the greatest damage on India’s principles of
strategic autonomy, multi-alignment and multipolarity, as it would narrow India’s options
rather than diversify them — not just in energy procurement, trade, and connectivity but
also in its broader global relationships.
3T, T THIA & YHIT HRA P UM Tardawal, g-Iv@ur 3R sgydtaar & Rigidl &
Ty 31 JHIH Ugal Gahd &, i T8 YR & [adhedl ! fafdy A & soma i B
— A %Had St 3Tyfd, TR AR Tud & sfes ITF U afyyes Tl ¥ of

e In 2019, Mr. Modi announced that India had rejected the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), invoking “Mahatma Gandhi’s talisman test”, walking out
of a deal that his government had worked on for five years, citing discomfort with Chinese
economic domination.

2019 H, A1} 7 9ivon & {6 YRd A &g sy e |rgier) (RCEP) &l 3RAIHR HR
e, «wrgTerT el & arefisr wieror &1 gare dd §U, SR IU THE 9 S1ex FHevet T o |
D! WHR UTT a9l B R g1 R, D= enffes e & sRor amn|

e Confronted with an agreement that makes far more egregious demands on India’s
sovereign choices, it would be surprising if the government did not subject the U.S. deal to
additional scrutiny before finalising it.

YRA B AT NS yeel 1R el Siftres 1l A aa et 59 gweid & 9, afe WBR
3ifoH 9 23 T ygd MRS JHEa o1 sifalkad st & e 71 34, 4 a8 snydse ghm|
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The new CPI series will aid

policymaking and bolster data stability
T he new series of the Consumer Price In-

dex (CPI), released on Thursday, has ad-

dressed the many shortcomings of the
previous series. The new series has a base year of
2024, and is pegged to consumption patterns
from the Household Consumption Expenditure
Survey 2023-24. The previous series had a base
year of 2012 and was based on consumption pat-
terns of 2011-12. As Chief Economic Adviser V.
Anantha Nageswaran noted, India has changed
markedly over the last decade or so, including
consumption behaviour and the composition of
household expenditure. For example, 80 crore
households receive free foodgrain now, which
naturally reduces how much they need to spend
on food. Simultaneously, several new service of-
ferings have emerged, such as over-the-top (OTT)
video streaming, and online marketplaces. The
new series commendably tries to address these
changes. The weightage of food and beverages in
the overall CPI has been reduced to 36.75% from
the earlier 45.86%. This is significant since food
inflation was having an outsized influence on the
overall CPI, despite forming a shrinking part of
households’ monthly expenditures. The index al-
so covers more items, increasing its granularity
and representativeness. Notably, this increase in-
cludes a larger number of goods and services. In-
dia’s service economy is growing faster than the
economy’s average growth rate, and so price le-
vels here are an increasingly important factor.
The new index also collects data from more mar-
ketplaces across the country, and, for the first
time, includes 12 online marketplaces.

More accurate inflation data have several im-
plications for macroeconomic stability and mo-
netary and fiscal policy. Food inflation in India is
notoriously volatile, quickly reflecting supply
bottlenecks as well as the vagaries of the weather.
A more realistic weightage for food in the CPI
stands to make the overall index more stable.
This, in turn, can increase predictability in Bud-
get-making, since some aspects are linked to the
CPI, such as inflation-indexed dearness allo-
wance and dearness relief. As far as monetary
policy is concerned, an updated CPI gives the Re-
serve Bank of India’s Monetary Policy Committee
a more accurate picture of inflation as it decides
the various policy interest rates. At the moment,
MoSPI provides a ‘linking factor” and leaves it to
the public to calculate how earlier inflation data
would have looked like under the new methodol-
ogy. It should, instead, provide the back data it-
self, to ease comparative analysis. It should also
stick to its plan to revise the CPI every five years,
and not wait another 11 years to update it.

Oyerdue upgrade
A4

e The new CPI series will aid policymaking
and bolster data stability

€ cpi g@an Sfafautor & Jeraar Heh sk et
=T 3t gorga st

Consumer Price Index (CPI) — SUHIET Jed
JdPid (CPI)

e The new series of the Consumer Price
Index (CPI), released on Thursday, has addressed
the many shortcomings of the previous series.
ST aslw(cpnﬁﬂ's‘m S AR
ﬁsﬂﬂgé 3 forselt gaen o s B Eg%m%l

e The new series has a base year of 2024, and
is pegged to consumption patterns from the
Household Consumption Expenditure Survey
2023-24.

T3 SRIT BT MR a 2024 B, 3R T8 TG SUHNT
Y AT 2023-24 & JUHNT Ue TR YR ¢ |

e The previous series had a base year of 2012
and was based on consumption patterns of 2011-12.
el S 31 YR 9 2012 AT 3R I§ 2011-12 F
JUHIT U TR S1TRd ot

e As Chief Economic Adviser V. Anantha

Nageswaran noted, India has changed markedly
over the last decade or so, including consumption
behaviour and the composition of household
expenditure.
ST o = ST TP dY. 3T ARIYRA
Fel, U THIT TP S/P H HRd H B! dgad
3 g, o IuHIT AR R O o BT W1
M 5

e For example, 80 crore households receive
free foodgrain now, which naturally reduces how
much they need to spend on food.

ITERT & foIE, 31a 80 FRts UNAR YU TS U
I &, o WIHI® ¥ § 1IeH IR 37961 9 1
HEIGE

e Simultaneously, several new service offerings
have emerged, such as over-the-top (OTT) video
streaming, and online marketplaces.

T Y, 5 T8 aTd IR 8, oY SfaR-g-erd (OTT)
fifear Tt ok e AP @ |

e The new series commendably tries to
address these changes.

TS YT WIS U F 39 URad=i &l Jaiferd B
BT T B g

¢ The weightage of food and beverages in the overall CPI has been reduced to 36.75% from

the earlier 45.86%.

Fd CPI T el 3R 97 UgTf &1 YR U8d & 45.86% J USTHR 36.75% & (01 T B
e This is significant since food inflation was having an outsized influence on the overall CPI,
despite forming a shrinking part of households’ monthly expenditures.
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Ig Hgayul § Fifeh W GRTewifa &1 $d CPI IR fAfiid YHTd oT, Jafds a8 TR 7k o
D1 gedl g fgear ol

The index also covers more items, increasing its granularity and representativeness.

UG GErhich TR el bl Tfiret el B, e 3! gemar 3iR wfafifire & sadi 21
Notably, this increase includes a larger number of goods and services.

faRy =0 d, 3 gfe & 3ifires Tom H aeqt 3k Fard wia B

India’s service economy is growing faster than the economy’s average growth rate, and so
price levels here are an increasingly important factor.

YRA Pt AT ASTaRAT IR B 3¥d G &R I ol I 96 I8 7, S TgT & T Wik
3HfIPH AE@yul HRF T8 ¢ |

The new index also collects data from more marketplaces across the country, and, for the
first time, includes 12 online marketplaces.

T GAHIH ST WR & IS IR J ST THA Hdl 8, 3R Ugalt IR 12 ATTarg Hlbewa™d
&1 A BT G|

More accurate inflation data have several implications for macroeconomic stability and
monetary and fiscal policy.

mgww&mmmmmwmﬂmmﬁ
THTE B &

Food inflation in India is notoriously volatile, quickly reflecting supply bottlenecks as well
as the vagaries of the weather.

YR H Qe GErepifa o1 U F SRR 7, S Seat &) Smyfd ararsif ik Maw &
Jfif¥aarsit &1 gxfdt 31

A more realistic weightage for food in the CPI stands to make the overall index more stable.
CPI ® @1 &1 ¥ TUTfare YR ot Gabi B! 3ifEis FRR 1 T |

This, in turn, can increase predictability in Budget-making, since some aspects are linked
to the CPI, such as inflation-indexed dearness allowance and dearness relief.

I8 s # gete frafor & 1 Jobdl 2, Rl $© Us CPI A FS & &, O
HarEpifa-Smuriid HEmTs He1 3R #ETS IEd |

As far as monetary policy is concerned, an updated CPI gives the Reserve Bank of India’s
Monetary Policy Committee a more accurate picture of inflation as it decides the various
po[jcy interest rates.

et do Hifge ifd &1 Je €, 3 cpl URAH fYerd 9@ @1 M iy aftfa o faftm
HiferTa saret &= o1 i ) gHT garwifd Bt 3ifie gde Tk TR

At the moment, MoSPI provides a ‘linking factor’ and leaves it to the public to calculate how
earlier inflation data would have looked like under the new methodology.

JAH H, MoSPI Teh TRifehT haew UM $Rdl @ 3R SiHdl IR BIS a1 ¢ fob 3 78 Ugfa & dgd
R RIS Bt 0T R |

It should, instead, provide the back data itself, to ease comparative analysis.
TP S9Id, 34 W fUsear 3eT UgH &A1 AfeT, difds ga-Ted® fa=ayuT 3 gl 9 |

It should also stick to its plan to revise the CPI every five years, and not wait another 11
years to update it.

I CPI®! &R Uid a¥ H TG B P (U= Ao IR HIIH Jg1 A1y, 3R 3 3 Hq
& foru fsR T 11 99 SA9R 81 =1 =Tl
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The labour codes redefine wages, empower the worker

he implementation of India’s labour codes

marks a decisive shift towards greater

financial inclusion of the workforce by
embedding social security, income protection,
and long-term financial safeguards into the
employment relationship. By consolidating
multiple fragmented labour laws, the codes aim
not only to modernise labour governance but also
to ensure that the gains of economic growth are
shared more equitably with workers.

While some trade unions have responded with
nationwide strike calls, a closer examination of
the labour codes reveals that these reforms are
fundamentally designed to correct long-standing
exclusions and integrate millions of workers into
formal systems of financial and social security.

The reform of a definition

One of the most significant financial inclusion
outcomes is the reform of the ‘wage’ definition.
Establishments which used to pay lower wages
(basic pay, dearness allowance and retaining
allowance) of just 30%-35% of the total
remuneration to reduce social security
contributions, will now be required to ensure that
wages constitute at least 50% of the
remuneration. This will increase social security
contribution and benefits, which will lead to
higher provident fund (PF) accumulation,
pension, and gratuity, thus enhancing long-term
social security.

Moreover, fixed-term employees are now
entitled to gratuity after completing one year of
service. This change recognises the realities of
modern labour markets and ensures gratuity
payments for fixed-term employment.

For decades, workers engaged on fixed-term
contracts contributed productively to enterprises
but exited employment without any terminal
financial benefit. By extending gratuity coverage,
the labour codes convert short-term employment
into a mechanism for asset creation and income
security. PF, pension and gratuity thus function
not merely as a retirement benefit, but as a tool
for financial inclusion, enabling workers to build
savings, manage life-cycle risks and reduce
vulnerability during job transitions.

This change has naturally increased the
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financial liability of large corporations, including
well-known companies such as TCS, Infosys,
HCLTech, and L&T, where workforce size and
reliance on fixed-term employment are
significantly high.

Reports suggesting that companies have been
“hit by crores™ due to gratuity provisions must be
viewed in proper perspective. The financial outgo
arising from the new labour codes translates
directly into enhanced income security for
workers, strengthening their financial capacity
and purchasing power. This, in turn, has positive
multiplier effects on the economy through
increased consumption, savings and social
security coverage. The increased social security
benefits also signify a more equitable
redistribution of value towards labour rather than
any erosion of employer interests. This also
underscores the success of the labour codes in
advancing fairness, dignity, and long-term
stability in employment relations.

The macroeconomic impact
Financial inclusion under the labour codes
extends well beyond social security benefits for
organised sector workers. The expansion of social
security coverage to gig, platform and
unorganised workers is a landmark reform. For
the first time, these workers have been formally
recognised within India’s labour law framework,
enabling access to insurance, PF mechanisms,
and welfare schemes. Portability of benefits
across States and employment is particularly
significant for migrant and informal workers, who
have historically remained excluded from stable
financial systems. The Code on Wages further
strengthens income security by introducing a
universal wage definition, ensuring statutory
minimum wages across sectors, limiting arbitrary
deductions, and mandating timely p

greater engagement with formal financial
institutions. Unlike shareholder income, which
may be invested in financial markets or external
assets, worker income largely circulates within
the domestic economy, generating demand-led
growth. From this perspective, the labour codes
function as instruments of inclusive growth. By
strengthening the financial base of the workforce,
they reduce vulnerability to economic shocks and
contribute to social stability.

Earlier labour laws were outdated

Despite these advances, sections of trade unions
continue to oppose the labour codes, often
portraying them as anti-worker reforms. While
apprehensions about proper implementation and
enforcement are legitimate, blanket opposition
overlooks the tangible gains embedded in the
legislation. In several instances, strike calls
appear to be driven by sheer opposition to
reforms than by the substantive provisions of the
codes themselves. This risks diluting public
understanding of reforms that are, in many
respects, pro-worker and welfare oriented. It is
also important to acknowledge that labour law
reform in a country as large and diverse as India
cannot be static. The earlier labour laws had
become fragmented, outdated and ill-suited to a
rapidly changing labour market. Consolidation
into four labour codes simplifies compliance,
improves transparency and creates a more
predictable regulatory environment which
benefits workers and employers.

India’s labour codes should be understood not
merely as regulatory restructuring but as a
structural intervention aimed at greater financial
inclusion. By extending gratuity, expanding social
security coverage and closing long-standing legal
exclusions, the codes facilitate a gradual but

ingful redistribution of economic value

Collectively, these measures stabilise incomes
and enhance workers’ ability to participate
meaningfully in the formal economy.

The redistribution of income towards workers
has important macroeconomic implications.
Enhanced income security increases workers’
purchasing power, leading to higher
consumption, improved savings behaviour and

from capital to labour. This shift strengthens
income security, enhances financial dignity, and
aligns economic growth with social justice. The
true success of the labour codes will lie not in
resistance or rhetoric, but in ensuring their
effective implementation so that every worker
becomes an active participant in India’s growth
story.

The I.abouwr codes redefine wages, em ower the worker .
o HIZATE a1 DI TAURHTNG Bt &, 4P B A= AT &
India’s Labour Codes

YRd & ¥ dfgar

o The implementation of India’s labour codes marks a decisive shift towards greater financial
inclusion of the workforce by embedding social security, income protection, and long-
term financial safeguards into the employment relationship.

YRA & Y a1 B S0 HRITA & [aiT JHERE S G201 & v Fuifas sead o
ST 8, Forad ISR Heielf & ATHToTe TR&MT, SR R SR drdamiiors fawita qRem &1
Smfere fosan T B 1

e By consolidating multiple fragmented labour laws, the codes aim not only to modernise
labour governance but also to ensure that the gains of economic growth are shared more
equitably with workers.

foafea yw [ ! G Bh, 39 Tigdrell 1 I5 ¥ 7 bdd 4 AT BT
AMYFABIHI0T B © dfewn a8 1 AT Fx 8 s enfdfer gfes & o siffrent & i siftres
IRRATd =0 J 137 & |

e While some trade unions have responded with nationwide strike calls, a closer
examination of the labour codes reveals that these reforms are fundamentally designed to
correct long-standing exclusions and integrate millions of workers into formal systems of
financial and social security.

e $6 ¢S gfAa-l 3 SxraTdt gdard &1 Mg fban 7, o Ifgarstt ) g S |
AT § o A GUR A FU J d9 T T Telt 37 75 aiRshmor o) S H SR Arat ey
HI fuenie faxiia Sik ArTfore e vomelt & wnfiyd wa & fog s T |

The reform of a definition
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One of the most significant financial inclusion outcomes is the reform of the ‘wage’
definition.

Ty Ayt faxita JardRE afvomd & @ te da & Ry d QR |

Establishments which used to pay lower wages (basic pay, dearness allowance and
retaining allowance) of just 30%-35% of the total remuneration to reduce social security
contributions, will now be required to ensure that wages constitute at least 50% of the
remuneration.

d URIF Sl ATHINS YR&T TRTGTH HH B o {o7T Hadt Fd da- BT 30%-35% (G da,
%Tniwaﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁﬂméﬁﬁ 3 G A1 R {5 3 HH J HH 50% Bl

This will increase social security contribution and benefits, which will lead to higher
provident fund (PF) accumulation, pension, and gratuity, thus enhancing long-term
social security.

SO ATHTRTS GR&T ARTGH 3R A1y 97, foras ufasy i (pr), U3 oiR I=gdt d afs
BTt 3R driere Arfore TRe&m Aoigd arft|

Moreover, fixed-term employees are now entitled to gratuity after completing one year of
service.

9% i, fAfda srafy & wrart o9t adf Ft Ja1 Tt FA F a1¢ I & Thar 6
This change recognises the realities of modern labour markets and ensures gratuity
payments for fixed-term employment.

IRAd SMYfIF YT TR & ARATAH IS B WHR BT § SR e safu AR &
i%mﬁ%gft YT G IRaAT g
For decades, workers engaged on fixed-term contracts contributed productively to
enterprises but exited employment without any terminal financial benefit.
| a e afi & ey W SRR 9! A IdTe® arTer faar afd fomr farsdt
3ifem faxiia a1y & ISR SR 81 |

By extending gratuity coverage, the labour codes convert short-term employment into a
mechanism for asset creation and income security.

UE HaAvS TGIHR, Y AfaT SCUBTIAP AR B Jufr Fator AR 3y JRem & wreq &
Jad ot g

PF, pension and gratuity thus function not merely as a retirement benefit, but as a tool for
financial inclusion, enabling workers to build savings, manage life-cycle risks and reduce
vulnerability during job transitions.

TYYBR PF, UM 3R A=t Sraa Qarfaghy ary &) sfew faxfita SHma=me &1 aree s9d €,
forey st aard o1 |, STia=-ash Wi yafta % O ok st uftada & =
SYRET FH HY D |

This change has naturally increased the financial liability of large corporations, including
well-known companies such as TCS, Infosys, HCLTech, and L&T, where workforce size and
reliance on fixed-term employment are significantly high.

S IR I WHfas U 4 981 Huf-ral o faia ¢aemt s¢1 g, f58 7CS, Infosys,
HCLTech 3R L&T St URIg Huf~ar anfird &, W8T sried o1 bR MR iy srafd
AR R R 31 g |

Reports suggesting that companies have been “hit by crores” due to gratuity provisions
must be viewed in proper perspective.

Tg Rard & Sufar I=gdt uraer=l & SR <@gl A GHITAT §3 & B! Gel DD J SaT
S

The financial outgo arising from the new labour codes translates directly into enhanced
income security for workers, strengthening their financial capacity and purchasing
power.

T3 o fgarstt O Ius fawiia sog A 4! o ma GRem & gerdl 8 iR 3! faxita ervar
9 Y TR B! Holgd BT ¢

This, in turn, has positive multiplier effects on the economy through increased
consumption, savings and social security coverage.
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Ig ged § rfcqaRil TR HRIAP TUId YUTT STad ¢, s SUHT, Fed 3R |rHTfores
TRET Hav 96d g |

e Theincreased social security benefits also signify a more equitable redistribution of
value towards labour rather than any erosion of employer interests.
§¢ §U TS R&T AT oH Pt 3R e F 31 AraaiTd gAfdawor &l aid 8, 7%
fordteman faai & g 311

e This also underscores the success of the labour codes in advancing fairness, dignity, and
long-term stability in employment relations.

g%mgrwmﬁﬁm, AT 3R Srefepiiere fRRAT &1 sgM & 44 Tfgarsi ot Iwaar of o
|

The macroeconomic impact
YD S guTa

e Financial inclusion under the labour codes extends well beyond social security benefits for
organised sector workers.
o ifganait & ded faiia TuTaz™ Faa Wnfed &= & gl #t armfore gram anif d&
BIECE

e The expansion of social security coverage to gig, platform and unorganised workers is a
landmark reform.
%ﬁm, WewY 3R RIS T 4! do ArHTiore YRET Have &1 IR Ue SagiRe gur

I

e For the first time, these workers have been formally recognised within India’s labour law
framework, enabling access to insurance, PF mechanisms, and welfare schemes.
UGl 91X, $7 Yl Bl HRd & 94 &id # sifuaiie aran firelt 8, o e, pPrdx
3R Hearor GISISH deb Ugd WHd §3

e Portability of benefits across States and employment is particularly significant for migrant
and informal workers, who have historically remained excluded from stable financial
systems.

AT SR AR & i arll 3t uiefaferdt faRy &0 9 vandt ok sRinfea sfdret & faw
Heauul 8, ol Afaeiye wu 3 RR fxfta yonfemy @ aer R B

¢ The Code on Wages further strengthens income security by introducing a universal wage
definition, ensuring statutory minimum wages across sectors, limiting arbitrary
deductions, and mandating timely payment.
AT AT 3T JRET BT 3R Toigd Fral 7, Fored Ardifire aa= ufeurar, waft &= #
AUTIS YAaH da-1, AT Hettadl R e SR THT U= YITar A o mn gl

e Collectively, these measures stabilise incomes and enhance workers’ ability to participate
meaningfully in the formal economy

Tfed ¥4 ¥, ammaﬁﬁwmﬁ% 3R %fHrent Bt Siruemes Srfarawm & e
HITIGRY Bt &Hdr 9Td B

e The redistribution of income towards workers has important macroeconomic implications.
YTD! Bt SR T PT YAAARUT & TgayUl TS AP GUTa 8 |

e Enhanced income security increases workers’ purchasing power, leading to higher
consumption, improved savings behaviour and greater engagement with formal financial
institutions.

941 3 AT R HfHeh o1 vy i deTc 8, P 31 IUHNT, gk Tad AGER 3R
Sfroiyes famitg ST & Ty 3ifeep SJ[STa g |

e Unlike shareholder income, which may be invested in financial markets or external
assets, worker income largely circulates within the domestic economy, generating demand-
led growth.

WRYRP A & faudid, S fa=ia aroRY a1 aredt "ufvml & o 81 9odt 8, 4wl ot 3ma
TRea: TR Srfoaawy 7 g 7, o wint-emuria g gidt 21

e From this perspective, the labour codes function as instruments of inclusive growth.

4 DI I, 4 Jfedr GaTaeh ey & 9 & ©u 8 of sl g
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By strengthening the financial base of the workforce, they reduce vulnerability to economic
shocks and contribute to social stability.

HAd & faig STUR 31 IR, 9 TP el & Ul Fag-=feadr o1 Bl § 3R
AT fRURET § A &t § |

Earlier labour laws were outdated —ugﬁ$ %I'FIWFEIW )|

Despite these advances, sections of trade unions continue to oppose the labour codes, often
portraying them as anti-worker reforms.

A Yl & STace, $F ¢S i 41 Tfedrsit &1 faRly o 3@ 8, 3R SRR 33 Y-
faRteft R 7am 71

While apprehensions about proper implementation and enforcement are legitimate, blanket
opposition overlooks the tangible gains embedded in the legislation.

gt I Brat-aa=T 3R yad=T & ddhx fIand 94 g, i e fajiy & | fAfga
IrAfa® ATl & TR SIS AT 5|
In several instances, strike calls appear to be driven by sheer opposition to reforms than by
the substantive provisions of the codes themselves.
H3 Al H, gSaTd & S Afedisil & aRdfdd WU & god dad GUR & faiy §
ORd @ B
This risks diluting public understanding of reforms that are, in many respects, pro-worker
and welfare oriented.
Y VY QURI &1 WidoAd JHS FHOIR 81 &1 JRT ¢ SNl ds AT § gfe-feadt sik
HETUDRI G |
It is also important to acknowledge that labour law reform in a country as large and diverse
as India cannot be static.
@mﬁwmlﬁu@a{d%% YRT oY 53 3R fafay 321 & o7 w1 Jur RR 76w

I
The earlier labour laws had become fragmented, outdated and ill-suited to a rapidly
changing labour market.
U8 & 41 I faifed, TR 37T deil @ gead o7 I6R $ 1T rguged 8 7 3
Consolidation into four labour codes simplifies compliance, improves transparency and
creates a more predictable regulatory environment which benefits workers and employers
AR 9 Hgarsii ¥ TP SUTa i 9Rd, RS $) dgaR 3IR 3% gaigaa Hames
TATARYT FTAT B, Fory siffrept iR fAataarsit g1 & ey gian g1
India’s labour codes should be understood not merely as regulatory restructuring but as a
structural intervention aimed at greater financial inclusion.

YR Bt 91 Sfgcrell &I pad e gie 78! afew ¢ifie faxia qumasm= & o e
RIS 4T & & I JHSHT A1ig T

By extending gratuity, expanding social security coverage and closing long-standing legal
exclusions, the codes facilitate a gradual but meaningful redistribution of economic value
from capital to labour.

U T IR, ATHINS YR&T Havel dgH SR dd THI I I 3 @ g ot
TG P, ﬁﬂ%mqrrﬁﬁmaﬁah?an%qm%?g?ﬁawﬁ gl

This shift strengthens income security, enhances financial dignity, and aligns economic
growth with social justice.

Ig SeaTd AT YRET B! Ao ol 8, faita i sgrar 8 ok enfife gfS &t arnfore
g & 1Y sisar gl

The true success of the labour codes will lie not in resistance or rhetoric, but in ensuring
their effective implementation so that every worker becomes an active participant in
India’s growth story.

o Tfgarsht o) aRdfds Twaar faRiy a1 saT=ars # 981 sfes 370 UHTd Srafaga § grf,
difs 8 Ui YRd ot fAeT™T MUT &1 Ifhg YRfeR 99 9 |
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Experts discuss ‘Students need technical breadth’

ways to bridge He noted that a lot of the students have reasonable
gap between technical “depth” in their chosen domain. But to-
academia and day’s industry needs a good amount of technical
industry “breadth” also.

“For instance, in electric mobility, we need mo-
bility engineers who know mechanical, electrical,
electronic, programming, and a whole bunch of
things. The needs of the industry have changed,” he
added.

‘Academia and industry must work together’
Academia and industry should work hand-in-hand
in designing the syllabus, Nelson Kulandairaj, Chief
Digital Officer, CIEL HR, said.

While the academia cannot update the syllabus
often since it is not practically possible, there is a
need to maintain a balance in terms of what the aca-
demia and the industry can do, Mr. Kulandairaj said,
adding, “They [Academia and industry] have to
come together and work.”

Partha Sharathi Mallick, Pro-Vice Chancellor, VIT,
said that some of the universities abroad have a full-
time programme on resilience education. He said
that the curriculum should take care of concerns,
threats, and crisis management.

“There is software available for resilience train-
ing, and also tools. The curriculum should include
tools and software so that students can get some
practical experience. Curriculum plays an impor-
tant role in creating resilient talent,” he said.

jon on ‘Bridging Acade-
he Resilience Talent Pi-
V. nes

bilit peopl
biological intelligence,” Mr. Thiyagarajan said.

Industry’s responsibility
Talking about where universiis fllshortin prepar-

ilient roles, Shankar Venugopal,
ooy lnnonation sd toelec

to bridge he D
“At the end of the day, we want students
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Experts discuss ways to
bridge gap between
academia and industry

q PSP A
3R I & = F@rE
Ured & aiiel wR It Bt

o Experts discuss
faioy = va §

e ways to bridge
Qe Ues & Wb

e gap between
G E I RG]

e academiaand

PSP ST 3R

e industry

e The purpose of academia is
to create broadbased knowledge,
which is deep-seated, that would
benefit the industry, Ashok
Thiyagarajan, vice-president,
L&D, Intellect Design Arena
Limited, said at The Hindu Tech
Summit 2026 here on Friday.

T3 8, 1R I8 ST Y ATy Uga
Top, g 9T 3= FARRTSH,
T, T TS 3, Seade fSomeA
o fafiids A ggi gparR &1 §
&g ¢® affie 2026 T F31

He was speaking at a session on ‘Bridging Academia and Industry:

Bundmg the Resilience Talent Pipeline’, which was moderated by L.V. Navaneeth, Chief

Executive Officer (CEQ), The Hindu Group.

fafegw g Yfeiferaw eie ursuarsT o= & 9d R ¥, fSwr

TaTe T Y. Jad, g1 St (*igen), g fég gu A

e The event was hosted by The Hindu, presented by VIT, and co-presented by Sify
Technologies.

U HRGH B AoaH! ¢ fg = 31, SU VIT R U a1 TR 3R AIZWY SaTaroie gRI
Hg-9qd foar

‘Internships alone can’t solve problems’
Had Fe-IRIT I THRATS BT THTUTH LT g1 THar

o  “What you read in books and how the industry operates are two different things.
Internships alone cannot solve the problems, but rather, faculty too should come during
the summer break and work in the industry, becoming a force multiplier. They should
take the knowledge back into the classroom and convert it into an industry-experience
centre. This could be a scalable solution,” Mr. Thiyagarajan said.

«31719 fraral & S Ugd & 3R SN o oRE T HaT &, 3 &F SeNT-3eT aTd & | padl
AR & FHWTSH BT JHTUT 8] §) Phdl, Sieh hpec! o1 Ht HeAgSd™ & SR
IR H 3B HTH BT A1, DY 3 B A @R 55 9 | 38 39 I ! Hefl # oy
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He also pointed out that resilience was a measure of the capability of people, not of
systems. "We are living in a digitally connected world. We use so many apps, be it for
communications, networking, socialising or financial transactions. This gives a notion
that systems are resilient... that systems offer availability, reliability as well as stability.
But people offer biological intelligence,”" Mr. Thiyagarajan said.

S1 7 i ST fob AT A Y gt o1 A1 8, 7 b R #1159 v f¥frea
wﬁq%gqﬁ%ﬁq—s@%l B TR, Aeafd T, qrfore Jud a1 faxita a9e & forg &3
AT 1 ST B39 | ST TE YRV S ¢ b RIe YRIRIUE 8 €. b RieeH SUeietre
ﬁwﬁumﬁv@mmmﬁ%@%@nﬁ%%mmﬁ%uﬁﬁwmmﬁ
Gl

Industry’s responsibility
SN 3t fordgRT

Talking about where universities fall short in preparing students for resilient roles, Shankar
Venugopal, vice-president, Technology Innovation and Intellectual Property, Mahindra
& Mahindra pointed out that it was the responsibility of the industry as well to bridge the

m&wm&&mwmﬁﬁmmmwm% U WA Hd
EU YR JURTITE, JUTeded, Taarot 3% US geaagsrd uradl, afgsr vs ufgsr, 3
Hgl fob 39 W1 ! e I ot ot e 3

“At the end of the day, we want students who are ready to take up challenging problems
and come up with innovative solutions. Key gaps lie in knowing versus doing. They may
get to learn a lot from good teachers about concepts. But when it comes to real-world
problems, there is a lot of hesitation because they haven’t done it in the past. What they
need is more opportunities to practise [dealing] with real-world problems, possibly through
internships,” Mr. Venugopal said.

“3fdd:, g4 UY B dgu off Wﬁﬁéﬁ%%ﬁws‘faﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁwm
ABR Y | FBT SR AT 3R HA & St 51 9 3 et I sraerRomai & SR 7 9gd

URg ard & | AfPpH olF aRafa® 1 gaES &1 91 ST B, a‘rW%ﬂﬁﬁlﬁE@‘cﬁ
g Ffoh I8 39 Ued o1 T Bidll 3¢ I qansii | fes &1 onama o & forg

HfYH AR AT, JHad: SeIRIT & A1ead ¥, oft JupmaTe 2 Hg1|

‘Studgnts need technical breadth’
BTAI B dBTH! ATIH T P ATAGHT &

He noted that a lot of the students have reasonable technical “depth” in their chosen domain.
But today’s industry needs a good amount of technical “breadth” also.

I5I Pel fob s DET & U 30 T gU & H T dh-Io! “TeRTs” Bt 3| AfhT 3T
I P 3T AET | dbib! “aaTgear &t Hf axaeddr gl

“For instance, in electric mobility, we need mobility engineers who know mechanical,
electrical, electronic, programming, and a whole bunch of things. The needs of the industry
have changed,” he added.

“ITERUT & forg, gafdes Mfaferd o e T8 Mifaferdt sofiffar onfee v AT,
msﬁm TR, 3R &3 3 S &1 I 811 I B T I TS 87
=T

‘Academia and industry must work together’

‘IPTGIP ST 3R IR B AT BTH BT AT

Academia and industry should work hand-in-hand in designing the syllabus, Nelson
Kulandairaj, Chief Digital Officer, CIEL HR, said.
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AT peiee, g ffdred siffem™, CIEL HR, 7 %81 & UTeus® duR A # siwTeiies
T 3R I P! R BTH BT AT

¢ While the academia cannot update the syllabus often since it is not practically possible, there
is a need to maintain a balance in terms of what the academia and the industry can do, Mr.
Kulandairaj said, adding, “They [Academia and industry] have to come together and work.”

BT SPTEfIE STd P RTT UTSUeHH B! IR-SR SUSC P31 ARG =0 J THa Tel §,
QAT TS ST 3R I T HR Ihd §, TP s Fger ITE IE@A B STIHT g,
oft PSRN 7 HET, R NST, IR [SPBIEHB ST R IURT| Y HTHR HTH HIAT R

e Partha Sharathi Mallick, Pro-Vice Chancellor, VIT, said that some of the universities
abroad have a full-time programme on resilience education. He said that the curriculum
should take care of concerns, threats, and crisis management.
e g wfere, M-a1gq IR, VIT, 3 a1 i oo d oo Ayt & Mrfene fRren
TR YUieIfere SrIHH 3 | SIH Fel foh Urausmsd ! Riansil, @aR), 3R Hepe UdeH &1 e

G 91|

e ‘“There is software available for resilience training, and also tools. The curriculum should
include tools and software so that students can get some practical experience.
Curriculum plays an important role in creating resilient talent,” he said.

Wu&w%%qmeﬁvgwm%lmﬁmaﬁ?mw
B TR a1 BH &1 $© AT rgHd Id U | uTeushd feifende ufawur & FHafor o
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Consumers get a raw deal as global
oil price fall benefit remains ‘frozen’

While oil price spikes are passed on to Indian consumers, the benefit of falling prices are not, according to analysts;

petrol prices in India have been cut barely by 1.9% since June 2022 even as oil prices have declined 41% since then

RGOS Il Economy

NEW DELHI

he price of petrol
T sold in India has
been reduced 1.9%

since June 2022, even as
the price of oil has fallen
41.5% since then, an analy-
sis of official data by The
Hindu shows.

Data from the Petro-
leum Planning and Analy-
sis Cell (PPAC) show that
the price of oil, as captured
by the Indian basket of
crude oil, rose to over $100
a barrel in the period
March-July 2022, soon af-
ter Russia invaded Ukraine
in February that year.

Frozen prices

In response to this spike,
oil marketing companies
(OMCs) increased the price
of petrol to 3105.1 per litre
by April 2022. However,
they froze the price at
¥96.7 per litre in May 2022,
when the average oil prices
jumped to around $110 a

Static pricing

While oil prices have fallen sharply since June 2022, this benefit has
not been passed on to consumers in the form of lower petrol prices.
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barrel. Fuel prices were
kept unchanged for more
than 21 months thereafter,
until mid March 2024.
This freeze, however,
marked an unofficial di-
gression from the official
dynamic pricing policy the
government had adopted
in 2017 for petrol under
which OMCs were to fix the
price of fuel on a daily ba-

sis based on prevailing oil
prices.

0il prices rose to $116 a
barrel by June 2022. The
price of oil available to In-
dia for purchase declined
to an average of $67.9 a
barrel by February 2025, a
41.5% decrease. During
this period, the price of pe-
trol sold in India was re-
duced 1.9% from ¥96.7 a

litre to ¥94.8 a litre.

The Ministry of Petro-
leum and Natural Gas had
repeatedly informed Par-
liament that the setting of
fuel price is the exclusive
domain of the OMCs, and
that the government has
no part to play in this.

‘Based on convenience’
According to energy sector
analysts and experts,
OMCs have in the past
passed on oil price hikes to
consumers in the form of
higher petrol prices, but
have not passed on the be-
nefits of falling oil price.

“In a regulated system,
the consumer would have
been insulated from both
kinds of shocks,” Rohit
Azad, Professor at the
Centre for Economic Stu-
dies and Planning at the Ja-
wabharlal Nehru University
(JNU) said.

“However, in this case,
when crude oil prices go
up, it is passed on to con-
sumers, but when it goes

down, it is not reflected in
the prices. It is a mechan-
ism based on
convenience.”

Notably, even the 1.9%
reduction in petrol prices
since June 2022 has been
due to cuts in taxes on fuel
rather than actions by
OMCs to reduce the under-
lying price of petrol.

That is, the excise duty
on petrol was cut in mid-
March 2024 by ¥2/litre, re-
ducing the price from
¥96.7/litre to ¥94.7/litre.
Since then, the price has
increased marginally to
¥94.8/litre.

In response to a query
in Parliament, Minister of
State for Petroleum and
Natural Gas Suresh Gopi
pointed out that despite
there being a 2 per litre
hike in the excise duty of
petrol in April 2025, it was
not passed on to consum-
ers. India's largest state-
run OMC, IndianOil Corpo-
ration, did not respond to a
request for comment.

Consumers get a raw deal as global oil price fall benefit remains ‘frozen’

Y 9o Fiual A TRTae &1 Y U T84 A IuHErst Hf oA
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While oil price spikes are passed on to Indian consumers, the benefit of falling prices are not,
according to analysts; petrol prices in India have been cut barely by 1.9% since June 2022
even as oil prices have declined 41% since then

fIerye! & YR, O1F dd HIAd dadl § al IUDT g R IuLaarsfi W ST faar ST g,
Wﬁnﬁﬁﬁwwwﬁﬁmw T 2022 & S Y YR T USId DI HIAd bad 1.9%
gl § oafe I 3afd § 9 S 41% TR gt §

The price of petrol sold in India has been reduced 1.9% since June 2022, even as the price of
oil has fallen 41.5% since then, an analysis of official data by The Hindu shows

The H.ndum&mwmmésmw@rwaw%ﬁ?%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁmﬁ
P I 2022 Y 379 TF Fad 1.9% T T, Tap ST o & A F B 41.5% R @1 §

Data from the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) show that the price of oil, as
captured by the Indian basket of crude oil, rose to over $100 a barrel in the period March—
July 2022, soon after Russia invaded Ukraine in February that year

Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC) & mﬁ'@ﬁ%ﬁ? YR S dd el
& SFIHR I BT BT ATH-TS 2022 S SRM $100 Ui A T SR el T8 R, 5@ I auf
YA & = A b1 R gH T fhan

Frozen prices

i 56 B

In response to this spike, oil marketing companies (OMCs) increased the price of petrol to
%105.1 per litre by April 2022

T FGIqS! & oae H, 9 fauuE Sufaat (oMCs) 3 3Mid 2022 T U &1 HIFd TG
#105.1 yfa fex R &

However, they froze the price at ¥96.7 per litre in May 2022, when the average oil prices
jumped to around $110 a barrel

BT, /S 2022 H I8 BT oI €96.7 Ufd ofiex R FRR & fan, e 3iwd ad siAd
TTHT $110 Ufe R a uga 8 of

Fuel prices were kept unchanged for more than 21 months thereafter, until mid March 2024
U d1G 34 B DI 21 AL 9 SHAD FHI d, T AL 2024 & HEA qP, SURAfid gl
This freeze, however, marked an unofficial digression from the official dynamic pricing
policy the government had adopted in 2017 for petrol under which OMCs were to fix the price
of fuel on a daily basis based on prevailing oil prices

BT, U8 fRRAT WRPHR gRT 2017 § 3UATs T3 NSRS ST ursRin Hifa I te
3R faga o gxifdt 8, forad d8d oMCs &I Taiferd dd Haal & SR R e
ATYR IR 34 ST DI ag BT

Oil prices rose to $116 a barrel by June 2022

S 2022 T A7 P} B SgBR $116 U IRt &1 T

The price of oil available to India for purchase declined to an average of $67.9 a barrel by
February 2025, a 41.5% decrease

YR & U IUAS I D1 BIHT BRG] 2025 Th TThR G $67.9 Ufd Ova I8 T8, &Y 7
41.5% ! fiR1ae &

During this period, the price of petrol sold in India was reduced 1.9% from ¥96.7 a litre to
¥94.8 a litre

29 37afy & GRM, YRd H fah arel Ui &1 Sivd 296.7 Uid e ¥ uca 294.8 ufa dftex
B 718, I bad 1.9% BT HHT

The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas had repeatedly informed Parliament that the
setting of fuel price is the exclusive domain of the OMCs, and that the government has no
part to play in this

Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas ﬁwﬁaﬁaﬂm%ﬁ?éaﬁmaﬂm
T3} RE OMCs HT SHTIBR &5 B 3R T8 WBR &I Bl YAHT 76T 8

‘Based on convenience’
JFla & YR T’
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e According to energy sector analysts and experts, OMCs have in the past passed on oil price
hikes to consumers in the form of higher petrol prices, but have not passed on the benefits of
falling oil price
STl & & fazaue! iR faRivs & SER, OMCs 7 3icdid § dd BiHal § Sglasl &1 9t
IuHFTSt R ST 8, A dd Hraal 8 FR1ae &1 ary IuHiadmell & 781 faar

e “In a regulated system, the consumer would have been insulated from both kinds of shocks,”
Rohit Azad, Professor at the Centre for Economic Studies and Planning at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU) said

T fafafia uumelt §, IuHiTdIsi &1 Sl YR & Siedh! I S/l 1 8idT,” JINU & JeX Bk
IHHIHD Lol US W & WHIR Rohit Azad 3 HET

e “However, in this case, when crude oil prices go up, it is passed on to consumers, but when it
goes down, it is not reflected in the prices. It is a mechanism based on convenience.”

Qb ST AT &, 99 T a0 DI DI dgal ¢ df STBT SRR JuHarsil TR ST ol §, 3R
SIe B R & df 98 Bivdl | fGETs Ta adl| I8 T GlauT-smutia o g 1"

¢ Notably, even the 1.9% reduction in petrol prices since June 2022 has been due to cuts in
taxes on fuel rather than actions by OMCs to reduce the underlying price of petrol

TRAd § fob S 2022 & &8 USId 1Al 7 g3 1.9% &1 HHT Hf OMCs §RT Hd $H1Hd UeH &
oI ST UR BRI § Belel & HRUIEs ©

e Thatis, the excise duty on petrol was cut in mid-March 2024 by ¥2/litre, reducing the price
from ¥96.7/litre to ¥94.7/litre

31yfd, AT 2024 & Hem § Ui R 22 Ui dfier & TauTss Sl UeTs TS, o $19d 296.7
ufe ftew § gea 294.7 ufd e & T
e Since then, the price has increased marginally to ¥94.8/litre

3P dTc BIFd H A el BIR I8 294.8 Ul eiiex 81 1

e Inresponse to a query in Parliament, Suresh Gopi, Minister of State for Petroleum and
Natural Gas, pointed out that despite there being a ¥2 per litre hike in the excise duty of
petrol in April 2025, it was not passed on to consumers

I W U Uy & IR W, USIerd SR Wiepfads T s Wt Suresh Gopi 3 Far i 3t
2025 U Ui WR 2 Ufd Aex &1 UaTgs ST 961U OF & davje sdb] digl IUHIFIIS IR gl
STl /=T

e India's largest state-run OMC, IndianQil Corporation, did not respond to a request for
comment

YRA &I I F81 IWBRT OMC, IndianOil Corporation, = fewroft & SRy &1 g STara Tt
faan

RBI issues draft circular on revised
guidelines for lead bank scheme

T
MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday issued the
draft circular on the re-
vised guidelines for the
Lead Bank Scheme (LBS),
for public comments.
“The revised guidelines

aim to fine-tune the objec-
tives of the scheme; the
structure, membership
and agenda of various fora
under the scheme; clear
delineation of roles and
responsibilities of key
functionaries; and provi-
sions to further strengthen
the State Level Bankers’

Committee and Lead Dis-
trict Manager offices,
among others,” the RBI
said. The last date for sub-
mission of comments is
March 6, 2026. The objec-
tive is to enhance the effec-

tiveness of the pro-
gramme, first introduced
in 1969, the RBI said.
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RBI issues draft circular on revised guidelines for lead bank scheme

e 9% gieT & forg Ixnfaa feznfAd=n wr rRe1 A wer ufvuz 9 faean

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday issued the draft circular on the revised guidelines
for the Lead Bank Scheme (LBS), for public comments
YRt fYerd 8% (RBI) 7 ThaR &I ot 9 Fier (LBS) & e Iifera fesnfaden iR e
URUA Ardei-1ep fewfor o fog SRt fasar

o “The revised guidelines aim to fine-tune the objectives of the scheme; the structure,
membership and agenda of various fora under the scheme; clear delineation of roles and
responsibilities of key functionaries; and provisions to further strengthen the State Level
Bankers’ Committee and Lead District Manager offices, among others,” the RBI said

RBI = &gT, TN fe=nf el &1 I5T AT &b SERAT D! Sgak ST, Aol & ded [ard
Tl &t AT, HeeddT 3R TolsT, U4 HeRal & Yfrersil 3R et o1y
Frufzor, qur Ioa W ded wftfa ok dts e yeue srafaal o sk Hogd 31 &

UGYH BT S

e The Iast.date for submission of comments is March 6, 2026
fewaforat s &= @t Sifaw fafy 6 A 2026 ©

e The objective is to enhance the effectiveness of the programme, first introduced in 1969,

the RBI said

RBI 7 %gl for 3220 1969 H U SR = &I 713 34 HIAHH Bt UHTIRNEdT ! g 7

NPS to have equity

exposure of 25% in
FY27: PFRDA Chair
GS lli: Economy 4

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

The National Pension
Scheme (NPS) will have an
equity market exposure of
25% by FY27, said Chair-
person of Pension Fund
Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority (PFRDA)
Sivasubramanain Raman.
“If you look at the share
of G-Secs compared with
last year, it’s about the
same. Equity has gone upa
bit, corporate bonds has
come down a little bit. So,
because we have allowed
equity to grow from 15% to
25% for the largest scheme,
which is the government
composite scheme. So, ob-
viously equity has gone up
today, it’s at about 19% or
so. And therefore, I think
corporate bonds as a group
come down a little bit,”

said Mr. Raman.

AIF investment

Further, he said the regula-
tor is expected to enable
Alternative  Investment
Funds(AIF) exposure in
pension schemes by March
2026. “We've not put any
money into it till now.
Okay,” he said.

“Now, we’ve created the
structure, we’ve got the
operating systems in place,
we should be able to have
money flowing into AlFs in
this fiscal year. The operat-
ing processes are in place.
We should be ready to go
within March,” he added.

He said the PFRDA has
set up a committee called
MARS (Minimum Assured
Return Scheme) which is
discussing introduction of
this scheme.

NPS to have equity exposure of 25%
in FY27: PFRDA Chair

FY27 # NPS H 25% sferd} fa=r ghm:
PFRDA 3{eH&f

e The National Pension Scheme (NPS)
will have an equity market exposure of 25%
by FY27, said Chairperson of Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority
(PFRDA) Sivasubramanain Raman

AT UNHE RIREH (NPS) # FY27 9@ 25%
gfepd] ST9R F1A=T 81T, T PFRDA & &8
Rrargeafor= 3019 A a1

o ‘“If you look at the share of G-Secs
compared with last year, it's about the same.
Equity has gone up a bit, corporate bonds has
come down a little bit. So, because we have
allowed equity to grow from 15% to 25% for the
largest scheme, which is the government
composite scheme. So, obviously equity has
gone up today, it’s at about 19% or so. And
therefore, | think corporate bonds as a group
come down a little bit,” said Mr. Raman

“3TR 3TY fUBa AT Bt ga1 H G-Secs HT gwT
T, 1 g8 T I 8 | sfepdl UisT Il ©,
PRURE 9 UIS FH gU ¢ | T g0 Jay
TSI AT AT ARPTRY THA AT & R 3
DI 15% |/ 25% TP d- B AR < 81 3afee
WHTR® U Y TS 3peT TGP AL 19% Bl
TS 1 3R iy, g2 T § fb HiRuRe s

T g & U H YIS FH U ], ot 797 7 Fal
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AIF investment
AIF faa=r

e Further, he said the regulator is expected to enable Alternative Investment Funds (AIF)
exposure in pension schemes by March 2026. “We’ve not put any money into it till now.
Okay,” he said
S 3fMAl, 361+ gl b MaH® gRT UM IreH13{f T Alternative Investment Funds (AIF)
7921 @1 AT 2026 T T BT FTH 1 IAE § 1 THA 316 TP SH Pls U1 gl R 5|

o “Now, we've created the structure, we’ve got the operating systems in place, we should be
able to have money flowing into AlFs in this fiscal year. The operating processes are in
place. We should be ready to go within March,” he added

“31q §H AT S <l ¢, T JUnerdl duR &, 3R 54 39 fasfta af # AIFs # o watg
%mhmlwmﬁqﬁlsﬁnﬁwqﬁmﬁwﬁmm,”ﬁ

. He.said the PFRDA has set up a committee called MARS (Minimum Assured Return
Scheme) which is discussing introduction of this scheme

B’%ﬁﬁfﬁi PFRDA 9 MARS (Minimum Assured Return Scheme) Wﬁ@ﬂﬁlﬁ‘ﬂ%‘d
B 8, Sl T ST B T3 R == BIIET 8

GS Paper I11: S&T,

TOPICS COVERED | 14 February 2026
1. | Adani Group enters nuclear power sector after SHANTI Act
SHANT! S & q1¢ rSTH THE T WRHY] SHell & | 7aw

2. | ‘Online learning can supplement, complement physical classrooms
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Adani Group enters
nuclear power sector
after SHANTI Act

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Adani Group an-
nounced its entry into the
nuclear power sector on
Thursday, via a regulatory
filing. This is the first in-
stance of a major power
company in India doing so,
following the passage of
the Sustainable Harnessing
and Advancement of Nu-
clear Energy for Trans-
forming India (SHANTI)
Act in December.

“We wish to inform you
that Adani Power Limited
(APL) has incorporated a
wholly owned subsidiary —
Adani Atomic Energy Li-
mited,” the company said,
in a notice to the National
Stock Exchange of India on
February 12. It did not offer
any details on the exact na-
ture of the group’s plans.

The Hindu reached out
to Adani Power for more
details but did not receive
a comment before the time
of publication.

The SHANTI Act, which
was passed by Parliament
in December, replaces the
Atomic Energy Act and al-
lows private companies to
operate nuclear power
plants in India. It also al-
lows such companies to
form joint ventures with
foreign companies for
technology collaboration.

There has been criti-
cism of the Adani Group’s
nuclear power plans since
at least November 29,
2025, when a senior Adani

SHANTI Act allows
private companies to
operate nuclear
power plants in India

executive,  Jugeshinder
“Robbie” Singh, expressed
the Group’s interest in the
sector.

During the Parliamen-
tary debate on the Bill,
Congress MP Manish Tewa-
ri insinuated that the
SHANTI Act had been
brought in by the NDA go-
vernment to facilitate the
Adani Group’s entry into
the sector. “Is it a coinci-
dence that the Bill has
been brought at a time
when the Adani Group has
expressed interest in the
sector?” he asked, in his
opening remarks.

Following Adani Pow-
er’s regulatory filing, Con-
gress spokesperson Jairam
Ramesh posted on X on
Friday, repeating the alle-
gations that the legislation
was meant to benefit the
Adanis. “The SHANTI Bill
was rushed through Parlia-
ment...it was enacted to fa-
vour the favourite...the
real meaning of SHANTI is
Shriman Adani’s Nuclear
Tech Initiative,” he said.

India has an installed
nuclear power capacity of
8.8 GW, with the govern-
ment claiming that it will
rise to 32 GW in the next
decade. It currently contri-
butes about 3% of generat-
ed electricity.

Adani Group enters nuclear power
sector after SHANTI Act

SHANT! fifaaw & 91¢ SreTt
TUE BT WY Soll & | yas

e The Adani Group announced its
entry into the nuclear power sector on
Thursday, via a regulatory filing.

ST TR - FAR DI T Famed BrsfeiT
i; ATHH Y URAN] o1l &5 H =T &1 °ivon
I

e This is the first instance of a major
power company in India doing so, following
the passage of the Sustainable
Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear
Energy for Transforming India (SHANTI)
Act in December.

Tsaiade wmm\?ﬁ BIY
TEWITHT &A1 (SHANTI) SR &
UIRd §H & §1g YRd H fobdt st fooreit
HUN gRT T A BT Ugdl A |

o “We wish to inform you that Adani
Power Limited (APL) has incorporated a
wholly owned subsidiary — Adani Atomic
Energy Limited,” the company said, in a
notice to the National Stock Exchange of
India on February 12.

HUA A 12 BRAI! I A TP TaadS
DI & T YT 8 6T, “TH TS iad BT
T84 § & ereTt uraR faffes (apL) A Te
quf T arelt TeTe Ut — ST
Telti® TSl fafies — &1 16 [ g 1"

e |t did not offer any details on the
exact nature of the group’s plans.
G <0 B STl o e ST
I3 faaRr T8t faa|

e The Hindu reached out to Adani
Power for more details but did not receive a
comment before the time of publication.
g fg A 3ifdd IHeRI & forw sremit urar 9
U 1931, TIfdh UPBIRM & T8 TP Big
yfciforar gt et

e The SHANTI Act, which was
passed by Parliament of India in
December, replaces the Atomic Energy Act
and allows private companies to operate
nuclear power plants in India.

fodsR # HRd & U gRT UIRT SHANTI

Siffay oA Srott SR &1 R a1 § 3R YRa # it ufat ot fostedt 9ga
TaTferd PR BI SFAf a1 8

e It also allows such companies to form joint ventures with foreign companies for technology

Hufal & Mt Tean & f facht dufal & Ty Sgad Iushyd s &t of

coIIaboratlon

&ﬂﬂﬁféﬂ%l
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e There has been criticism of the Adani Group’s nuclear power plans since at least November
29, 2025, when a senior Adani executive, Jugeshinder “Robbie” Singh, expressed the
Group'’s interest in the sector.

HH Y HH 29 AR 2025 Y ST T B oll TSI B AT Bidht X8t §, o
ST & INT FRIGRT FARIGR et Rig 7 59 &3 T Iyg & i yad 31 A

e During the Parliamentary debate on the Bill, Congress MP Manish Tewari insinuated that
the SHANTI Act had been brought in by the NDA government to facilitate the Adani Group’s
entry into the sector.
fAdTes R G 989 & GRIF BN Aidg a1 faart 3 God faam i NDA TReR A
SHANT! SR ST T & 39 & § Ua% &I Y §7H & fore amn g

e “Is it a coincidence that the Bill has been brought at a time when the Adani Group has
expressed interest in the sector?” he asked, in his opening remarks.

I S URIYS dadad B gaT, o1 98 T4 8 % fadae T w9 aran a1 § o) S8
g A 39 & T B ad &t 52

¢ Following Adani Power’s regulatory filing, Congress spokesperson Jairam Ramesh posted

on X on Friday, repeating the allegations that the legislation was meant to benefit the Adanis.

ST UTeR &1 Fame® BIReiT & a6, ST YaadT STaRTH THRT - YHAR B X TR ORE Hd
BT SRIUI DI GG o6 I8 BT SIS TE BT AT UgaM o forg ST T/ 5|

o “The SHANTI Bill was rushed through Parliament...it was enacted to favour the favourite...the

real meaning of SHANTI is Shriman Adani’s Nuclear Tech Initiative,” he said.

I Bel, “SHANTI fddge Dl THG I Sleaaloll H UIRd HRAT T 3 GHdIGT DI &aTH
UgaM & o o9 TR SHANTI T 3relt 31 g i SrsTt ot gfaerr e ugal”

¢ India has an installed nuclear power capacity of 8.8 GW, with the government claiming that it
will rise to 32 GW in the next decade.

YRA T RIT TRA S & 8.8 Mmale 8, 3R WRHR &1 &l § & 3ATa g2reh H I8 32
TTate d& d¢ SMat|
e It currently contributes about 3% of generated electricity.

AT T I8 o ScTied faorell BT eRTHIT 3% ANTeH it 2

‘Online learning can supplement,
complement physical classrooms’

Online education is one of the biggest finds of the last decade, says Kadhambari S. Viswanathan, assistant vice-president, VIT; she also underscores
the need for the younger generation to use technology responsibly, says skill-set gaps can be addressed by industry-academia collaboration

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI
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nline education is

one of the biggest

finds of the last de-

cade, Kadhambari S. Vis-

wanathan, assistant vice-

president, Vellore Insti-

tute of Technology, said at

The Hindu Tech Summit

2026 in Chennai on
Friday.

She was speaking at a
session, titled ‘From Cam-
pus to Corporation: Build-
ing Industry-Ready Talent
for an Al First World’, in
conversation with L.V. Na-
vaneeth, Chief Executive
Officer, The Hindu Group,
at the event hosted by The
Hindu, presented by VIT,
and co-presented Sify
Technologies.

‘There is a lot of discus-
sion on how online educa- SUM MIT
tion will change and if it ~ Gazing at the future: S assistant vice-president, Vellore Institute of inc with LV. N h, Chief Executive Officer, The
will entirely replace physi-  Hindu Group, at a session titled ‘From Campus to Corporation: Building Industry-Ready Talent for an Al First World’, at The Hindu Tech Summit 2026 on Friday. B. VELANKANNI RAJ
cal classroom-based edu-
cation. Butboth canco-ex-  the other way around. ‘One of the biggest a student-led experience. 5 VIT would be very different.
ist and supplement and  There is not much literacy ~ challenges of “Faculty will facilitate the B s “There is definitely a

complement each other,”
she said.

Digital well-being
Talking about digital litera-
cy and digital well-being,
Ms. Viswanathan under-
scored the need for teach-
ing the younger genera-
tion how to use
technology with caution.
“They should be mas-
ters of technology and not

and awareness about digi-
tal well-being among the
people,” she added.

There is evidence-
based research on how
screen time affects the
childhood and the mental
well-being of teenagers,
she said.

Student-led experience
Asked about how modern
technology transforms the

generative Al is
how it affects the
communication

skills of the people’

daily life and learning ex-
perience of students, Ms.
Viswanathan said teaching
was conventional earlier.
But it is no longer faculty-
led; it is rapidly becoming

learning process but will
not be [entirely in] control
of the learning process. It MEoR

is changing because of in- THE HINDU
formation overload availa- m
ble online. But, of course, ™~
human intervention is al-

ways needed,” she added. SUMN IT
Skill-set mismatch S ety

Ms. Viswanathan added
that the way the skill-sets
were going to progress

skill-set mismatch, and it
is due to the lack of practi-
cal exposure during the
course of study. This can
be solved only when there
is proper communication
between the industry and
the academia,” she added.

She said that one of the
biggest challenges of gen-
erative Al is how it affects
the communication skills
of the people.
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‘Online learning can supplement, complement physical classrooms’

3TTaTg afT Nfae Fensit & R 3R TgaRT 9971 Pl 37

Online education is one of the biggest finds of the last decade, says Kadhambari S.
Viswanathan, assistant vice-president, VIT; she also underscores the need for the younger
generation to use technology responsibly, says skill-set gaps can be addressed by
industry-academia collaboration

e e Rrod a2re @) gad 9t Tiell § A TP 2, I8 Fedl ¢ puad! oo, fag=ny,
TETH JUTede, VIT; a8 gaT Yidt gRT a1t & TR SUAT &1 sfawadhdl IR H 3R
g, IR gl § & [Epa-de AU &1 ITUNT-PTEIHS TgaT I R (51 o 9T §

Online education is one of the biggest finds of the last decade, Kadhambari S. Viswanathan,

assistant vice president, Vellore Institute of Technology, said at The Hindu Tech Summit
2026 in Chennai on Friday.

3HiTars e s ¥ & ey g1 Tol § I U §, dHa) vy, fay=my=, Jerus
U, TR FETee STP eatarsit, 4 YhaR &I I7s 1 ¢ fg ¢b Afie 2026 T Fell
She was speaking at a session, titled ‘From Campus to Corporation: Building Industry-Ready
Talent for an Al First World’, in conversation with L.V. Navaneeth, Chief Executive Officer,
The Hindu Group, at the event hosted by The Hindu, presented by VIT, and co-presented
Sify Technologies.

dg ‘From Campus to Corporation: Building Industry-Ready Talent for an Al First World’ LD
T B g dl, Tastd, o sier] sifier, € fgg 79, & e Sieiia o et o, 95 A g
R N1 ST, VIT GRT UG 3IR ATSW! Sl gRT Us-URgd fadT 77 T

“There is a lot of discussion on how online education will change and if it will entirely replace
physical classroom-based education. But both can co-exist and supplement and
com pIement each other,” she said.

aﬁ%ﬁ?mﬁrmﬁmﬂ 3R 7198 T ke ¥ Hifas wem-anuia
%?%ﬁ?ﬂl AN G Tg-ITEId o E Tl © IR TH-gaY Bl Reb 3R Tgarh o+
Cal

Digital well-being

feforea daa-dign

Talking about digital literacy and digital well-being, Ms. Viswanathan underscored the need
for teaching the younger generation how to use technology with caution.

fSforea Tneran SR feforea aa-@ign W 91d Frd gu, Yot fagmmm 3 gar i &) ao-iie
BT AAYTIYdS ITTHT RRAN B agdhd R 9K el

“They should be masters of technology and not the other way around. There is not much
literacy and awareness about digital well-being among the people,” she added.

“I7g AP BT W 3141 A1, 7 b 39 Iac | A H ffored aa-disa &l dax aga
3P TIRdT 3R TRESdT T8l 8,” S/l Sl

There is evidence-based research on how screen time affects the childhood and the
mental well-being of teenagers, she said.

I Fel [ 3 R A187- T e AiNlg § [ TP <15d 99U SR fr=iRl & aAlie
TR P HY GHIfIT Ha1 3|

Student-led experience

BIA-

A aTel SrgHd

Asked about how modern technology transforms the daily life and learning experience of
students, Ms. Viswanathan said teaching was conventional earlier.

IS YT T fob MY -t BT & M s STk WEA & gHd B H Fead 3, @
gt fay=m= 2 Fe1 foh ugal Rraor urRuives o)

But it is no longer facultyled; it is rapldly becoming a student-led experience.
@@FIGWH%’%WLPI A aTel el ET; T8 Aol ¥ BE-Aqed aTel SIHd § 61 3|
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“Faculty will facilitate the learning process but will not be [entirely in] control of the learning
process. It is changing because of information overload available online. But, of course,
human intervention is always needed,” she added.

“Thee] TRIA B UihaT B Tgot a4TgH, At Fem 1 vfebar R 3t ave fFra=ror o 76t
BT | I8 TS Iuds YT B TPl & HRUI 954 381 ¢ | Afdb, FfEd w0 9, ar=dta

TEI&Y SH 3R B, I ST

Skill-set mismatch

fSpa-de srfa

Ms. Viswanathan added that the way the skill-sets were going to progress would be very
different.

gt fasTe 3 SiveT b o arg & FRpar-Aed 3 siga) 9l €, a8 sigd 1 ghm|

“There is definitely a skill-set mismatch, and it is due to the lack of practical exposure
during the course of study. This can be solved only when there is proper communication
between the industry and academia,” she added.

ff3q ¥u 3 fepa-de § sRiTfa 8, 3R I8 31097 & GRIF TGN JUT B HHl &
PRSI TY Had a9 o1 5 [T ol Yl § od SR R HPIGRIS STd & s SFId HaTg
Bl,” I ISl

She said that one of the biggest challenges of generative Al is how it affects the
communication skills of the people.

IBI Bl i wifed Tarrs & I o) gAifaal § § ueh I8 @ b g8 ol ) e armarait
DI HY YUIfad FaT 8|
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